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Pray without ceasing. 1 Thkss. v. 17. 

Day by day we magnify Thee. C. P. B. Te Deum. 

Seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses. 
Hbb. zii. 2. 

If he shall neglect to hear the Church Matt, xviii.17- 
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TO 

THE UNITED CHUECH OF ENGLAND AND IRELAND, 

THE GREETING OF AN OBEDIENT SON. 



DAILY PRAYER. 



" Day by day we magnify Thee." 



1. The Pledge. 

" Lord, day by day we magnify thy name T* 

When to God's house the seventh day bids repair, 
To hear his word, and speak the words of prayer. 

Of thanks, and praise, such pledge our lips proclaim. 

But six days come and go : and still the same 
Mute silence reigns, nor door is openM there. 
Bell toird, nor voice uplifted, to declare 

Whose is that house, and what its use and aim. 

Age-honour'd Mother mine ! a goodlier lot 

Erewhile thy children own'd. Time was that they. 

Our foresires, worshipp'd, as their parent taught, 
Daily, with zeal submiss : we cast away 

That childlike mind, renounce that duteous thought, 
And worship week by week, not heediw^ " ^•a.-^ Vj 
day." 



DAILY PRAYER. 



2. Pristine Piety. 



for the temper of those ancient days^ 

When, taught by God, the obedient Israelite 

Each mom and eve the sacrificial rite 
Duly perform'd, and spake Jehovah's praise. 
Or when, expecting till the promised rays 

Of glory dawn, on Sion's templed height 

Simeon and Anna watch'd, by day, by night, 
Meek worshippers. Or, in that glory's blaze, 
When, fiU'd with light within. Apostles trod 

"Continually" the temple's hallow'd floor; 
Patterns for all, who thence should bear abroad 

Christ's name for Christians daily to adore; 
Patterns for all, the living triune God 

With daily lauds to bless, till time shall be no more. 

3. Faithful Churchmen. 

for the temper of our earlier time. 

When in low cot, throng'd mart, and princely tower, 

The peer's pavilion, and the lady's bower. 
Was heard and mark'd, in the sweet hour of prime 
And evening still, the temple's daily chime : 

And heard no less, where through yon alms-house 
door 

In meet array paced forth the aged poor, 
For village church, or choral dome sublime. 
Yea, when the intern Fanatick's envious spite 

In thy blest courts stabled his gloomy bands, 



DAILY PRAYER. XI 

Full many a faithful son, and many a bright 
Daughter of thine^ still lifted holy hands, 

And kept each mom and eve the appointed rite, 
In secret chamber hid, or driven to foreign lands. 

4. The Church's Pastors. 

And where were then thy Pastors? Witness ye, 
Parker and Sancroft, Bedell, Taylor, all 
Who wore the Bishop's lawn, the Primate's pall : 

Witness the glory of thy Presbyterie, 

Hooker, the fence of primal Politic ; 

Herbert, and Donne ; and they that shared thy fall. 
Worthy ! and worthy to partake thy call 

To serve God's courts anew and follow thee ! 

Then for thy Mattins and thine Evensong 

The due bell knoll'd thy flock to God's abode : 

And ev'n the heathen, as he pass'd along. 

And caught the sound, and on the churchward road 

Beheld how sped the congregating throng, 

Might own that honour due was paid the Christian's 
God. 

.5. Degeneracy. 

But ah ! slight s3anptoms of that God he found 
The livelong week, when lukewarm faint regard. 
Or cold indifference, kept thy portals barr'd, 
Disdain'd thy sacred rites, thy holy ground. 
And "day by day" spread deeper silence round. 
And some, ordain'd thy chosen watch and vr'A.t^, 
Taught meaner men due reverence lo difeC'a.T^ 
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For thy decrees ; till wizard Custom wound 
His snares about thee : (Custom, apt to drown 

The mild reproof of conscience, and withdraw 
The mind from better reason, and with frown 

Austere the unstable wavering heart o'erawe :) 
So Custom braved the Mitre and the Crown, 

And with injurious foot spum'd at insulted Law. 

6. Renovation. 

And so to welcome the reviving mom. 

And bid farewell the evening's dim decrease, 
With daily vows, well nigh thy children cease ; 

Save where perchance some faithful few adorn 

With Christian zeal their Christian creed, nor scorn 
Their God's quotidian worship. Oh, be peace, 
God's peace, their daily portion ! Oh, increase 

That little flock ! Oh, of God's Spirit bom, 

Be our's the Spirit's temper, Mother mine, 
Our foresires' glory ! So may we obey 

At eve and mom thy bidding ! So combine 
Devotion's debt at eve and mom to pay ; 

Call "without ceasing" on the name divine. 

And "magnify" the Lord our Saviour "day by dayJ" 



TO 

THE MINISTERS AND BRETHREN 

OF THB UNITED CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND 
IRELAND, 

IN THE DIOCESE OF DOWN AND CONNOR, AND DROMORS. 



You are aware, I trust. Beloved Brethren, that 
during our official connection it has been my 
humble endeavour, by God's help, to fulfil my 
promise and discharge my duties to God and his 
Church, and therein to you, by "ministering the 
doctrine and sacraments, and the discipline of 
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, and as this 
Church and Realm hath received the same, ac- 
cording to the Commandments of God;" and by 
^^teaching the people committed to my cure and 
charge, with all diligence to keep and observe the 
same:" and, withal, by so using the discretion in- 
trusted to me for "the appeasing of diversity and 
the resolution of doubts in the practice of the 
things appointed by the Book of Common Prayer,^' 
that no Order of mine be "contrary to any thing 
contained in this Book." These are rules by 
which I am solemnly bound to d\t^e\. tcl^ mvcJar 
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trations. And, whereinsoever I may have deviated 
from them, I crave pardon from you, as well as 
from God and his Church. On the other hand, if 
these my admonitions in furtherance of the laws 
of the Church, and according to God^s command- 
ments, have been by any of you heedlessly heard, 
or indolently acquiesced in, or negligently for- 
borne, or wilfiilly rejected ; for such an one I pray 
that he may be forgiven, and brought by God's 
grace to a better mind. At the same time, to those 
who have "followed with a glad mind and will 
my admonitions, and submitted themselves to my 
judgments," "godly" as I have intended them to 
be, and as I humbly trust in God they have been, 
to them I would express my afifectionate acknow- 
ledgments, with my gratitude to GxA who hath 
given them this will 

Of many deviations from my professional duty 
of the kind in question, (whatever and how many 
other delinquencies I may have to answer for, but 
of many deviations of the foregoing kind,) I trust 
that I may humbly thank God my conscience does 
not convict me. One rule however I am sensible 
that I have not brought before your minds with 
becoming precision, plainness, and energy: the 
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duty, namely, of observing "The Order for Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer," which the Church has 
appointed " to be daily said and used throughout the 
year." In a charge indeed, which I delivered to 
you, my brethren of the Clergy, in the summer of 
1842, now about three years and a half ago, and 
which was printed in such a form as to be easily 
accessible to you also, my brethren of the Laity, 
some remarks were offered upon the subject: the 
general practice of the duty in times gone by was 
exemplified and commended; the declension and 
decay of it were lamented; and it was observed 
withal, that " to revive these services were an 
honour and a blessing to the Church, to her Clergy 
and people, and generally to the kingdom at large, 
by fostering the pure spirit of Christian godliness 
and devotion;" that "to revive them altogether 
may perhaps be impracticable;" but that "yet, 
probably, a partial revival might be effected by 
ministerial zeal and diligence." And I subjoined 
some suggestions, as conducive to the restoration 
of the duty. 

Still the subject was not brought forward in a 
prominent^ distinct, insulated shape, so as to con- 
centrate, and, as it were, to moiiopc>\i«»e \}£\a m\xA, 
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and to bespeak an undivided attention. To do 
this is the object, my brethren, of the following 
address, which has immediately arisen out of the 
following occasion. 

A diligent and zealous clergyman in the diocese 
has been for the last twelve months in the habit of 
celebrating divine service every morning with a 
willing and attentive congregation. The blessing, 
which they thus enjoyed themselves, they con- 
ceived a desire of perpetuating and transmitting 
to others. A project was therefore formed for 
raising a sum of money, whereby an endowment 
might be effected upon condition of "daily 
Prater" being used once at least every day in 
the building, which, being thus endowed, would ' 
be capable of receiving episcopal consecration, in- 
stead of being licensed only for the celebration 
of divine service, the actual circumstances of the 
building not hitherto permitting its consecration. 
Accordingly, a fitting day, and place, and time, and 
period were chosen for commencing the enterprise: 
the day, the Lord's day; the place, the building 
designed eventually for consecration as God's 
house; the time, the season of God's publick wor- 
ship, for the uses of which it was designed; the 
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period of the service the offertory, which the 
Church has appointed for receiving the devotions 
of the people: and then and there the devotions 
were received, to the amount of £260, whereof 
j640 were contributed by the Minister himself, 
and £125 by his affectionate congregation, and 
the residue by brethren and sisters of the Chris- 
tian family; and so they were "reverently brought 
to the Priest," and "by him humbly presented 
and placed upon the holy Table," with an humble 
intreaty of Almighty and everlasting God, "most 
mercifully to accept the oblation, and to receive 
the prayers, thus offered to his divine Majesty:" 
as a preliminary to which a sermon had been de- 
livered to the Congregation by a chief minister of 
the Church, who esteemed it a great privilege and 
delight, afi it was his office and duty when soli- 
cited, to bear his part in encouraging the assembly 
thtLS to "glorify their heavenly Father," thv^ to 
"do good unto the household of faith," to be fer- 
vent in such "a work and labour that proceeded 
of love." 

.Of the sermon thus delivered, my brethren, the 
substance is now presented for your consideration: 
modified however &o as to bear t\ie foxui x^iSasx ofl 
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a treatise, than of a sermon; divested generally 
of all local and occasional allusion; and consi- 
derably enlarged, partly by the interweaving of 
fresh particulars into the tissue of the general 
argument, and partly by the discussion of addi- 
tional topicks, neither of which were so well 
adapted to a discourse from the pulpit. 

This investigation has in an unusual degree 
fixed my thoughts, and, if I may so say, engaged 
my affections: not only by reason of the import- 
ance of the subject itself, and the further and 
more perfect satisfaction which I have derived 
from this contemplation of it; but also by reason 
of the excursions which it has led me to make 
into several departments of our ecclesiastical his- 
tory in that our golden age of theology, which 
reaches through the 17th century, and which is 
memorable for the production of men, who are 
characterised by our Ghreat National Historio- 
grapher, Lord Clarendon, as men ** who under- 
stood and loved the Church." May it please 
Almighty God, that the spirit of such men may 
continually more and more live and flourish in us 
their descendants! and in our children after usi 

As to the subject, which is about to be sub- 
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mitted to your meditations^ in common with 
others of a kindred nature, which are an incor- 
poration of the principle of ecclesiastical loyalty, 
succeeding ages have been less apt to be im- 
pressed with a right sense of its value, import- 
ance, and obligation, because, amongst other rea- 
sons, they have not duly examined, and therefore 
not well imderstood them, and therefore have 
been not so well affectioned towards them. But 
the hope of better things is dawning upon us: the 
spirit of our fathers appears to be resuscitating: 
the Church's voice of daily devotion is beginning 
to be heard anew in these ^^ isles of the sea:'^ and 
we may hail with singular gratification and thank- 
fulness the pattern of the first Dignitary of this 
land, our honoured Primate and Metropolitan, 
who has called into new life " the beauty of holi- 
ness" in his Cathedral of Armagh; first, by the 
renovation of the material £a,brick, and secondly, 
by the simultaneous restoration of publick worship 
therein ** day by day," testifying his sense of the 
duty of attending it by his own and his family's 
example. 

What effect may be produced on your minds, 
my brethren, by the present appeoX feoTCL\ixs^^ 
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" to whom is committed the charge and govern-' 
ment over you" in the Lord, mnst depend upon 
your own conviction of your professional and 
christian engagements under the divine blessing* 
Perhaps it may not be too much to hope, that, 
trusting in the support of the Great and Good 
Shepherd, here and there at least a diligent pas- 
tor may be found, who shall be able to lead his 
flock in these " paths of righteousness," and be- 
side " the still waters;" that here and there may 
be foimd a flock, though it be but " a little one," 
who may thus follow the voice of their leader, and 
** go in and out and find pasture." 

But this must be as God may will, and as He 
may judge best for his own glory and for his peo- 
ple's good. And at this moment he appears in 
his goodness to be vouchsafing to us an earnest of 
success, and therein a cause for present thankful- 
ness and a ground of future hope. For, at the 
very date of this address to you, my brethren, on 
this day of the commencement of a new year, 
the celebration of the Daily prayers of the Church 
is instituting by the spontaneous and praise- 
worthy zeal of a parish minister, whose station of 
eminence in the Diocese, and whose relation, both 
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natural and official^ to his Diocesan, render it 
most becoming in him to be, in this as in other 
cases of ministerial duty, " a wholesome example 
and pattern to the flock of Christ," especially to 
his brethren in the pastoral charge, and so to 
" provoke" others " to emulation." 

Macte nova virtute, Puer : sic itur ad astra! 
or, to array the sentiment in a holy garment, 
" thou, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus." 

For my own part, my brethren, the result of 
this appeal is not likely to faU much within my own 
experience: for, according to the common course 
of human life, verging as I am on the period of 
threescore years and ten, my continuance with 
you does not promise to be of long duration. 
Let me, however, " being dead," be to you as one 
" that still speaketh." Together then with my 
prayers for your prosperity, be pleased to accept the 
following address as the valedictory admonition 
of him who would fain cherish the hope, that, 
when he shall be gone hence and be no more seen, 
he may survive in your recollections, as one who, 
imperfectly, as he is conscious, but he trusts law- 
fully, honestly, and constantly, \iy \5DLfe V^ ^sS. 
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God, has striven to uphold you in the knowledge 
and obedience of God's holy word and will, by 
means of his Church's holy ordinances; and so to 
approve himself ^* in all good conscience before 
God," and " through evil report and good 
report," 

Beloved Brethren, 

Your affectionate Brother, 
and Servant for Jesus' sake, 

Ed. Down and Connor, 
AND Dromore. 

TTie Palace^ near Belfast 
January 1, 1846. 



THE CHURCH'S 

DAILY PRAYER. 



Introduction. 



Thebe are two passages in the greatest work of 
our most sublime English poet, which have offered 
themselves vividly to my recollection, as I have 
meditated on the subject, to which attention is 
solicited in the following address. In the fifth 
Book of Milton's Paradise Lost is a description 
of our first parents in their primeval state of inno- 
cence and happiness, 

" from under shady arborous roof 
Soon as they boih were come to open sight 
Of day-spring." 

And then their early occupation is pictured, 

and it is said of them, that 

" Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

Their orisons, each morning duly paid :" . '. • 

And thus they poured forth, according to the 

poet's conception, their morning orison : 

'^ These are thy glorious works, Parent of good, 
Almighty ! Thine this universal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair ; Thyself how wondrous then I 
Unspeakable, who sit'st above these iLe&NexA 
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To us invisible^ or dimly seen 

In these thy lowest works ; yet these declare 

Thy goodness beyond thought, and power divine." 

And in the 4th Book is delineated a corres-' 
ponding picture of their evening devotions : 

** Thus, at their shady lodge arriv'd, both stood, 
Both tum'd, and under open sky ador'd 
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heaven. 
Which they beheld, the moon's resplendent globe. 
And starry pole : Thou also madest the nighty 
Maker Omnipotent, and thou the day. 
Which we, in our appointed work employed. 
Have fimsh'd, happy in our mutual help, 
And mutual love." 

At the time, when these affecting scenes are 
supposed to have occurred, our first parents were 
the whole of the human race, whom we may con- 
template as represented thus by anticipation in 
them our progenitors, and as united in offering our 
morning and evening homage to the Great Creator 
of all. 

It is a delightful imagination, though it is but 
an imagination, to picture to our minds the whole 
himian race, at any succeeding period, imless 
indeed immediately after the flood, united at the 
same time in presenting to the ** Almighty Parent 
of good" the " Omnipotent Maker of the day and 
of the night," their daily offering of morning and 
evening adoration. But it might be more than an 
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imagination, it might be a living reality, for all 
the members of some particular division of the 
great family of mankind, for example, our national 
Church, to be combined at once in their daily 
" orisons, duly paid;" or at least for some sub- 
division of the family, for example, a diocese or a 
parish, so to be employed in holy combination, if 
the voice of God's Church were listened to and 
obeyed, calling as she does, and bidding, all his 
people, to her continually recurring Matins and 
Evensong, to her daily homage of Morning and 
Evening Prayer. 

It were indeed full of delight, if such a picture 
of the imagination were duly realised. That it is 
not so realised, is surely not the fault of the 
Church in this country, who is not wanting on her 
part in providing for her congregations to meet in 
morning and evening assembly : that in the em- 
phatical language of the holy Psalmist in the 72d 
Psalm, speaking with prophetical foresight of the 
promised dominion of God in Christ, *^ prayer may 
be made continually unto him, and daily he may 
be praised;" and thus may be verified the pro- 
fession, which the Church in the Te Deum puts 
into the mouth of her children, " Day by day we 
magnify Thee." 

And surely, if we will give heed to the ChuroJa!^ 
provisions in this behalf, and mve^tvgaX^V^x \sicir- 
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tlves^ and ponder the words and meditations and 
examples of some of her most faithful and intelli- 
gent sons, our forefathers in her communion, we 
shall see cause for commending, however we may 
be backward in submitting to, her piety and 
wisdom. And these are the things, which, with 
God's blessing, I purpose to lay before the reader 
on the present occasion, when my own previous 
conviction of the claim, which the subject pos- 
sesses on the attention of every member of the 
Church, is quickened, and called into action, by 
the fact of a congregation in my diocese having 
been for some time honourably distinguished by a 
Christian observance of a part at least of the 
Church's orders for daily prayer. 

Section I. 
The ChurcKs Daily Prayer^ a divine Institution, 

First, then, the daily celebration of divine 
worship in the publick assemblies of the faithful, 
so far as we learn from authentick records, had 
its origin and most ancient sanction in the divine 
will, as announced by the Lord God to Moses, and 
as incorporated in the law which was to regulate 
the conduct of his chosen people. For thus we 
read in the 29th Chapter of Exodus, at the 
enactment of the law, " Now this is that which 
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thou shalt offer upon the altar : two lambs of the 
first year, day by day continually. The one lamb 
thou shait offer in the morning, and the other lamb 
thou shalt offer at even .... This shall be a con- 
tinual burnt offering throughout your generations, 
at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation 
before the Lord ; where I will meet you, to speak 
there unto thee." And thus we read in the 23rd 
Chapter of the first book of Chronicles, as related 
by David, concerning the intervening time, that 
in " waiting on the sons of Aaron for the service 
of the house of the Lord," it had been the practice 
of the Levites "to stand every morning to thank 
and praise the Lord, and likewise at even." 

Section IL 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer y cherished by devout 
Israelites, 

The observance of this ordinance was a sub- 
ject of affectionate commemoration, as the pri- 
vation of it was a source of great distress, to the 
devout Israelite. 

1. This appears from the general tenour of the 
27th Psahn, and especially from the 4th verse, 
where David, seeking protection from his enemies 
in the power of God, exclaims, " One thing have "L 
desired of the Lord, which I wiil xec^itex ^-s^a^ 
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that I may dwell In the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the faur beauty of the 
Lord, and to visit," or, according to our Bible 
Translation, " to inquire in his temple.'* Of this 
psalm in general Dr. Hammond in his Commen- 
tary remarks, that " placing all his confidence in 
God, David especially expresseth his desire of 
returning to the participation of God's publick 
service : " or, as Bishop Patrick observes on this 4th 
verse, " that he might perpetually attend upon the 
service of God, and enjoy the sweet pleasure which 
the Lord there imparts to his people, and receive 
his directions from the tabernacle : " perpetually, 
that is, " all the days," and every day, " of his life." 
2. So also in the 5th and 6th verses of the 
130th Psalm, composed whether by David, or 
some other pious person in a state of constrained 
estrangement from the temple, " I look for the 
Lord, my soul doth wait for him : in his word is 
my trust. My soul fleeth unto the Lord : before 
the morning watch, I say, before the morning 
watcL" Or, as it is in the Bible Translation, " I 
wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in his 
word do I hope. My soul waiteth for the Lord 
more than they which watch for the morning, 
1 say^ more than they that watch for the morning." 
Where the comment of Dr. Hammond is worthy 
of notice : " In other words the guards every 
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morning, that hasten to their watches, are not 
earlier than I am in my daily addresses to God. 
Who these watches or guards of the morning are, 
the Chaldee hath best expressed: They that ob- 
serve the morning watches, that they may offer 
their morning oblation, that is, the priests which 
in their turn officiated : or rather, some officers of 
theirs, which were peculiarly appointed from a 
tower to expect the first appearance of break of 
day." And the purport of the passage appears to 
be, that the holy Psalmist, compelled by hard 
necessity to.be absent from the temple services, 
supplied the defect and consoled himself as best 
he might, by a more intense observance of his 
private devotions at the appointed season of pub- 
lick worship. 

3. So again in the first two verses of the 
141st Psalm, " a Psalm of David," evidently com- 
posed in circumstances of extreme affliction and 
solicitude: " Lord, I call upon thee, haste thou 
imto me: and consider my voice when I cry unto 
thee. Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as 
the incense: and let the lifting up of my hands 
be an evening sacrifice." " The earnest and re- 
peated supplication for help in the first of these 
two verses," says the excellent Bishop Home in 
his invaluable Commentary on the Psahns^ " ^-vsSvr 
ciently declareiS the Psalmist to liave "b^eTL, «u\. \Nx^ 

B.Q. C 
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time, in a situation of the utmost distress. And 
the second verse as plainly sheweth, that he was 
then at a distance from the tabernacle, where all 
the solemn prayers of the Israelites, together 
with their daily sacrifices, were offered up. And, 
therefore, with his face probably directed thither, 
like Daniel in Babylon, praying towards Jeru- 
salem, he begs that God would accept of all 
which it was in his power to perform; namely, 
the devotion of his heart, and the elevation of his 
hands in prayer; that the one might ascend to 
heaven, fragrant and well pleasing as the cloud 
of " incense," mounting from the holy altar; and 
the other, in conjunction with it, prevail instead 
of the " evening oblation," for the deliverance of 
himself and his companions. 

4. So again in the first two verses of the 63rd 
Psalm, transmitted as " a Psalm of David, when 
he was in the wilderness of Judea," " O God, 
thou art my God, early will I seek thee: my soul 
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a 
dry and thirsty land, where no water is: to see 
thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee 
in the sanctuary:" for the word, rendered " holi- 
ness" in our Common Prayer Book, here means 
" sanctuary," as rendered in the Bible version. 
And the passage is a passionate expression of the 
Psalmist's earnest desire to " seek God early," or 
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in the sweet hour of prime, not merely in the 
exercises of private devotion, but " in the sanc- 
tuary," the special abode on earth of God's power 
and glory, and the consequent resort of his 
people, who there " looked" for his blessing on 
their celebration of the appointed worship. 

Section III. 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer^ an Apostolical 
Usage, 

Following this law and practice, exemplified 
as they always had been in the conduct of 
devout Jews, such as Simeon and Anna, accord- 
ing to the narrative in St. Luke's Gospel, the 
Apostles and first followers of our Lord Christ, 
as related in the second Chapter of the Acts, 
" continued daily with one accord in the temple:" 
the piUT)ort of which appears to be, that they 
regularly frequented it, gave it their strict at- 
tendance, daily resorted thither at the hours of 
prayer, as they had done before, for the publick 
celebration of the daily offices of religion, com- 
prehending, as we have seen, both the morning 
and evening devotions of God's sanctuary. And 
when we read in the 3rd Chapter, that " Peter 
and John went up together into the temple at thft 
hour of prayer, being the nint\i Yiowi^ -oaaai^'^ , 
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one of the stated hours of the temple service, that 
of the evenmg sacrifice, or, according to our mode 
of reckoning, three o'clock in the afternoon, it is 
to be presumed, not only that this " going up to 
the temple" was their usual practice; but that 
what they did " at the hour of prayer," as to the 
evening service, they did also as to the morning, 
both of which, we have seen, were equally en- 
joined by God's law. 

I am not aware that the books of the New 
Testament inform us specifically of this duty 
having been continually observed in the Chris- 
tian assemblies, after the abolition of the Jewish 
ceremonial law, and on the substitution of the 
Christian worship, and its establishment in the 
different members of Christ's Catholick Church. 
But the continuance of daily publick prayer 
among Christians might be probably inferred 
from the general commandment of the Gospel, 
and from the reasonableness of the practice itself. 

1. First from the general commandment of the 
Gospel: for it was an apostolical precept, as given 
by St. Paul to the Thessalonians, " Pray with- 
out ceasing;'* literally without intermission, that 
is, " without omitting the set times, which every 
day return, and ought to be observed," ac- 
cording to the interpretation of an ancient writer 
of the 4th century, St. Augustin, as cited by one 
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of our most learned commeDtators^ Dean Comber. 
Now, morning and evening being the set times of 
publick prayer, as prescribed for every day by 
God's law under the old covenant, these periods 
would have been naturally understood by Chris- 
tians as specifically intended by the general pre- 
cept of the Gospel. 

2. The reasonableness also of the practice would 
probably have recommended it to Christian ob- 
servance. For such periodical efiusions of thanks 
and praise to the Lord God, as were meet for the 
Israelite, could not but have been meet also for 
the Christian, gifted as he was with greater bless- 
ings, and the heir of better promises, and so called 
upon to aim at higher degrees of righteousness, at 
least not to fall short of any height of devotion, 
which had befitted the professor of the law. 
Observances indeed merely ritual, which had 
been prescribed by the law, expired with the law. 
Thus the daily offering of lambs, in common with 
other sacrificial rites, was done away by the Gos- 
pel: not so the daily offering of thanksgiving and 
praise, which is accommodated to the reason and 
feeling, and suitable for the practice, of all the 
children of men, and especially foretold in the 
15th verse of the 72nd Psalm, as belonging to the 
times of the Gospel. 

ProbaWe, Aowever, as tins may ^^eoi \si\fce>^* 
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the regukr and constant use of daily prayer 
in the first Christian assemblies cannot be affirmed 
with certainty: indeed the silence of the very 
earliest fathers of the Church has led some learned 
men to doubts at least upon this question; and 
has rather induced the opinion, that from the 
destruction of Jerusalem in the 70th year of the 
Christian era, until the close of the 2nd century, 
daily religious meetings, at least as fixed and 
general solemnities of the Christian commimity, 
were precluded by the dangers, difficulties, and 
want of regular, spacious, and commodious build- 
ings, as well as of other conveniences and oppor- 
tunities, which attended the persecuted and un- 
settled state of the Church. 

Section IV. 

7%e Church! s Daily Prayer y Practice of succeeding 
Centuries* 

But, however this be, it is clear and beyond 
question, that, from this latter period and in the 
succeeding centuries, the practice of daily prayer 
is recorded by the ecclesiastical writers in places 
different and distant from each other, as a pub- 
lick devotional exercise of Christians. Thus, 
St. Clement of Alexandria, a presbyter there, and 
president o£ the catechetical school, who lived to- 
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wards the end of the second and the early part of 
the third century, specifies the third and the ninth 
hours, answering to our nine o'clock in the morn- 
ing and three in the afternoon, as "appointed and 
set apart for prayer." Thus Origen, also an 
Egyptian presbyter, who flourished about the 
middle of the third century, says, "Frequently 
and decently they keep close to the injoin'd 
prayers by day and by night.'^ Thus St. Cyprian, 
Bishop of Carthage, somewhat later in the same 
century, names "the third and ninth hour for the 
celebration of their worship." Thus Eusebius, 
the Ecclesiastical Historian, Bishop of Caesarea in 
Palestine, in the early part of the fourth century, 
describes "the vigour and hilarity of mind, where- 
with men and women of every age with prayer 
and thanksgiving worshipped God, the author of 
all good things;'* whilst St. Chrysostom, a native 
of Antioch, and Bishop of Constantinople, at a 
more advanced stage of the same century, or ex- 
tending into the fifth, thus fixes the seasons of 
these acts of worship: "The initiated know how 
every day this is done, both in the evening and in 
the morning.'^ And, at about the same period, 
Epiphanius, also an Ecclesiastical Historian, a na- 
tive of Palestine, and Bishop of Salamis in Cyprus, 
speaks of "Morning Prayers and Hymns" «& 
being "continual]/ used in the \io\y CWxOa.^ ^a> 
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also Evening Psalms and Prayers/' These may 
suffice as specimens of the ancient usage^ and it 
were needless to continue the inquiry into the 
succeeding ages of the Church. And they may 
serve likewise for proof of the Catholick, the 
Universal, that is, or general, as well as of the 
early, prevalence of publick daily Prayer. 

Section V. 

The Churches Daily Prayer^ the Rule of our 
National Church. 

It was with these precedents before her, and 
under their influence, that our national Church 
proceeded, when the corruptions, which had been 
introduced by the lapse of more than ten centuries, 
imposed on her the necessity, as she valued God's 
truth and holiness, of purifying and remodelling 
her forms of worship. To the two original daily 
services a third, namely at mid-day, had been ad- 
ded at an early date, and subsequently these three 
had been converted into seven. But for the third 
the like authority or reason did not exist, as for 
the two primaeval services: and the supernumerary 
four, however they had been established by Papal 
decree, were deemed unnecessary, superfluous, 
and objectionable, in the discreet judgment of the 
Churchy who thereupon reduced the solenm times 
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of publick prayer to the most ancient, most au- 
thoritative, and unexceptionable exemplar. And 
so she appointed her "Orders of Morning and 
Evening Prayer daily throughout the year,^* as 
contained in her Book of Common Prayer: and 
she directed in her Preface to that Book, under 
the title " Concerning the service of the Church,^' 
that " all priests and deacons are to say daily the 
Morning and Evening Prayer, either privately or 
openly, not being let by sickness, or some other 
urgent cause. And the Curate that ministereth 
in every parish Church or Chapel, being at home, 
and not being otherwise reasonably hindered, shall 
say the same in the parish Church or Chapel where 
he ministereth, and shall cause a bell to be tolled 
thereunto a convenient time before he begin, that 
the people may come to hear God's word, and to 
pray with him." 

And here we perceive the Church's twofold ob- 
ject in prescribing these Orders: namely, the joint 
daily worship of her clergy and people in God's 
house, and the daily publick reading and hearing 
of God's word in the same. And with respect to 
the latter of these objects in particular she thus 
remarks in the same Preface; where, noting her 
provision for the publick reading of God's word, 
as being agreeable to that of "the ancient fathers," 
she specifies the "great advaiiceiaeiit o^ ^Q?iSirkRS»^'' 
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to which it was calculated to conduce. "For they 
80 ordered the matter, that all the whole Bible, or 
the greatest part thereof, should be read over once 
every year; intending thereby, that the Clergy, 
and especially such as were ministers in the Con- 
gregation, should, by often reading and medita- 
tion in God's word, be stirred up to godliness 
themselves, and be more able to Exhort others by 
wholesome doctrine, and to confute them that were 
adversaries to the Truth; and further, that the 
people, by daily hearing of holy scripture read in 
the church, might continually profit more and 
more in the knowledge of God, and be the more 
inflamed with the love of his true religion/' 

Section VL 

7%€ ChurcKs Daily Prayer^ her Orders not 
observed by some. 

Notwithstanding however the value and import- 
ance of these objects; notwithstanding the prece- 
dent of the primitive Christians, founded upon the 
law of God himself; notwithstanding the law of 
the Church, who, in common "with every other 
particular or national Church," as affirmed in our 
34th article of Keligion, "hath authority to ordain 
ceremonies or rites of the Church, so that all 
things be done to edifying:" notwithstanding these 
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things it is notorious, that this provision of the 
Church has been very imperfectly observed, and 
that these directions of the Church have been 
very far from implicitly obeyed. Still there have 
never been wanting men, dutiful and obedient 
members and ministers of the Church, who have 
been studious to maintain her Orders for daily 
prayer in common with her other ordinances. 
There have not been wanting commentators to set 
forth, unfold, and recommend these orders: nor 
advocates to defend and justify and approve them: 
nor bishops to inforce them by their exemplary 
conduct and their godly admonitions : nor pastors 
and ministers of inferior degree to inculcate them 
on their congregations, by preaching, and by ex- 
ample both of themselves and of their families : 
nor lay-members of those congregations, "multi- 
tudes both of men and women," whether to prac- 
tise them in their own persons or to recommend 
them to others : nor patrons both able and willing to 
supply, if need were, more ample means for their 
observance. For the satisfaction of our minds, it 
is now with Grod's blessing my purpose to lay be- 
fore the reader particular instances inproof of this 
assertion, distributed in their several specifick 
classes, presuming on a patient indulgence, if the 
exemplification shall carry us to a somewhat ^x<^ 
tracted extent The views already teik^u oi ^^es^Ta^ 
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different topicks of our general subject will be 
thus brought, if not in the form of an argumenta- 
tive concatenation, yet, I trust, with sufficient 
connection and harmony, before our minds ; and 
they will come recommended by the sanction of 
some of the brightest luminaries and the most 
powerful champions of the Anglo-Hibernian 
Church, in the ages succeeding the Reformation, 

Section VII. 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer y recommended by 
Camwmtatars. 

First, then, there have not been wanting 
amongst us intelligent, learned, and pious com- 
mentators, for expounding and recommending the 
Church's orders for daily Prayer. 

1. Thus Overall, who was dean of St. Paul's 
London, and then successively Bishop of Litch- 
field and Norwich, in the reigns of Q. Elizabeth 
and K. James L, of whom, in common with 
Bishop Andrewes, Lord Clarendon attests in his 
History of the RebellioTiy that he " understood and 
loved the Church;" Bishop Overall, I say, in 
a collection of notes made by him, and printed in 
De. Nicholl's Comment on the Book of Common 
Prayer^ thus argues on the obligation of " all 
priests and deacons to say daily^' the Common 
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Prayer. " So that," saith he, " we arc also bound, 
as all priests are in the Church of Rome, daily to 
repeat and say the publick service of the Church. 
And it is a precept the most useful and necessary 
of any other, that belongs to the ministers of God, 
and such as have care of other men's souls, would 
men regard it and practise it a little more than 
they do among us. We are all for preaching 
now : and, for attending the service and prayers, 
appointed by the Church for God's worship, and 
the good of all men, we think that too mean an 
office for us ... • Here's a command that binds us 
every day to say the morning and evening prayer. 
How many are the men that are noted to do it ? 
'Tis well they have a back-door for an excuse to 
come out at here. For, good men I they are so 
belaboured with studjdng divinity, and preaching 
the word, that they have no leisure to read the 
same Common Prayers ; as if this were not a chief 
part of their office and charge committed unto 
them.'' .... 

2. Thus Hamon L'Estrange, a layman, in his 
valuable Alliance of Divine Offices^ about the 
middle of the 17th century, comments on the 
reasonableness of the Order for Morning and 
Evening Prayer : " Prayer ought to be made as 
oft as occasion requireth : as there is daily occa- 
sion, so there must be daily piay^i. Oxxi ^^^ 
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sins exact a daily confession ; our daily wants teach 
us, as our Saviour prescribed to us, to say. Give 
us this day our daily bread; the Lord's mercies are 
new every morning ^ so should our prayers and 
thanksgivings be new in practice, though the same 
in form* Upon this account were the diurnal 
sacrifices of the Temple: upon this account did 
the primitive Christians practise it : ^ we daily 
oflPer sacrifices to God,' saith Cyprian: * Every 
day we oflPer hymns to the Lord,' saith Theodoret. 
Yea, not only daily. But twice a day, at morning 
and evening, according to the Order of our Church. 
* All the faithful can bear witness of this,' saith 
Chrysostom, * how it is observed in the morning 
and evening service.' And to the same purpose 
Epiphanius, ^ Morning Prayers and Hymns are 
continually used in the holy Church, as also 
Evening Prayers and Psalms.'" 

3. Thus again. Sparrow, the author of the 
Rationale on the Book of Common Prayer, the first 
practical illustration of our Liturgy, and not in- 
ferior to any since written on the subject, who 
was raised to the episcopate soon after the 
Restoration of the Monarchy and the Church in 
1660, contends for the service in question, as a 
religious compliance with God's wilL " Besides 
the daily private devotions of every pious soul," 
he observes, ^^ and the more solemn sacrifices upon 
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the three great feasts of the year, Ahnighty Gkxi 
requires a daily ptiblick worship^ a continual burnt 
offering, every day, morning and evening : teach- 
ing us by this, saith St. Chrysostom, ttiat God mtist 
be worshipped daily ; when the day begins, and when 
it ends ; and every day must be a kind of Holy~day. 
Thus it was commanded imder the Law: and 
certainly we Christians are as much at least 
obliged to God as the Jews were. Our grace is 
greater, our promises clearer; and therefore our 
righteousness should in every way exceed theirs. 
Our homage to Almighty God should be paid as 
frequently at least: morning and evening, to be 
sure, God expects from us, as well as from the 
Jews, a publick worship, a sweet savour, or savour 
of rest, as it is in the Hebrew of Numbers, xxviii. 
6, without which God Almighty will not be 
satisfied." 

4. Thus again. Comber, who succeeded to the 
Deanery of Durham, in 1691, in his most ela- 
borate and invaluable Companion to the Temple, 
pleads for daily prayers from the " universal 
reason of all the world, and the concurrent prac- 
tice and consent of all mankind, which agrees in 
this, that, wheresoever they own a God true or 
false, they daily perform some worship to him. 
The very heathens, beside their private requests 
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and vows, made particular addresses to their 
temples in all their great concerns, and yet ab- 
stained not from their daily sacrifices, nor from 
the frequent festivals of their numerous deities: 
in Egypt (as Porphyry relates) they praised their 
Gods with hymns three or four times every day. 
The Turks are called to their houses of Prayer 
five times every day, and six times upon the 
Fridays : and he, that notoriously absents himself, 
is punished with disgrace, and hath a fine set upon 
him. And, if our Saviour think it reasonable that 
we should do something more, (Matt. v. 47,) how 
dare we call it unreasonable, when we are not 
injoined to do so much as they ? But, to go on, 
who knows not that the Jews had set hours of 
prayers, when all devout people, even Christ's 
Apostles, went to the Temple or synagogues to 
oflPer up publick supplications?" 

He then insists on the example of the Apos- 
tolical Christian Church, and of the primitive 
Christians. " And surely," he argues, " their zeal 
and fervour is a reproach to our sloth, who yet 
call ourselves of the same religion, and are so far 
from venturing lives and estates to enjoy oppor^ 
tunities of devotions, that we will not leave our 
shop nor our company, nay, our very idleness, 
half an hour for a freer and more easy worship 
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than they could enjoy. Surely we are as unlike 
them in practice, as we are like in name and pro- 
fession/' 

And then, after quoting the passages abeady 
recited from several Christian writers, he pro- 
ceeds, " These are the men and times, whose 
principles we are reformed by: but I wish that 
corrupted Church, who forced us to a separation, 
do not prove more conformable to the outward 
part of their practice in a due observance of 
publick prayer, than we who have more know- 
ledge, better prayers, fewer excuses, and yet less 
devotion. Whereupon let us no more complain of 
our own Church for expecting us at daily Prayers. 

We must not feign ourselves too busy: 

for we do lay aside our business daily, for causes 
less weighty and advantages more inconsiderable. 
If vanity or lust, Satan or his emissaries call, 
we can find leisure: and why not when God 
calls ? unless we think all that time lost which is 
spent upon his service, or as if we needed not his 
blessing." 

And in his ** Discourse upon the Office for 
making Priests,'^ on the pledge which the can- 
didate gives of " diligence in Prayers, '^ the same 
excellent annotator remarks, that he must be 
** diligent, both in private Prayer for the hel^ cvt 
God's Spirit, and a blessing on kia s,tu^\e^, ^tA\s^ 

B.Q. V> 
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daily repeating twice the publick and Common 
Prayer in the Church, to which our Kubrick 
binds both Priests and Deacons, if they be in 
health, and not hindered by any urgent cause: 
which constant reading of morning and evening 
Prayer in publick is also strictly enjoined by the 
ancient canons, and is most unaccountably neg- 
lected by too many amongst us, who have as- 
sented and consented to this among other injunc- 
tions, yet rarely do it, to the great decay of piety 
in both ministers and people, a fault that the 
Bishops ought to see amended." 

5. Thus again Dr. Nicholls, in his Comment on 
the Book of Common Prayer^ before alluded to, 
published in 1710, gives a brief historical sketch of 
the times for the daily worship of God, amongst the 
Jews and amongst the earliest and later Christians; 
and then takes occasion to compare the provisions 
and practices of the Romish Church with those 
of our own, who, at her Reformation, curtailed 
the superabundant appointments of Popery, and 
" brought back the solemn times of daily Prayer 
to the most ancient institution.'^ 

6. And thus, again, Wheatly, a beneficed cler- 
gyman in Hertfordshire in the former half of the 
18 th century, for he died in 1742, explains the 
accommodation afforded by the Church in respect 
of the particular times of prayer. " Though the Le- 



CHARLES WHEATLY. 35 

vitlcal Law/' he observes, "expired together with 
our Saviour, yet the publick worship of God must 
still have some certain times set apart for the per- 
formance of.it: and accordingly all Christian 
churches have been used to have their publick 
devotions performed daily, morning and evening. 
The Apostles and primitive Christians continued 
to observe the same hours of prayer with the 
Jews. But the Church of England cannot be so 
happy as to appoint any set hours when either 
morning or evening prayer shall be said: because 
now people are grown so cold and indifferent in 
their devotions, they would be too apt to excuse 
their absenting from the publick worship, from 
the inconveniency of the time: and therefore she 
hath only taken care to enjoin the publick prayers 
to be read every " morning and evening daily 
throughout the year;'' that so her members may 
have opportunity of joining in publick worship 
twice at least every day. But, to make the duty 
as practicable and easy both to the minister and 
people as possible, she hath left the determination 
of the particular hours to the ministers that offi- 
ciate; who, considering every one his own and 
his people's circumstances, may appoint such 
hours for morning and evening prayer, as they 
shall judge to be the most proper and coxv- 
venient," 
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7. Lastly^ one observation shall be made on 
Archdeacon Sharp's Visitation Charges, pub- 
lished in 1743, concerning the Kubrick in the 
Book of Common Prayer. He does not indeed 
enlarge upon the particular " Orders" of the 
Church, which are at this time engaging oiu* at- 
tention; for his purpose is to *^ inquire into the 
measures of obedience due from the Parochial 
Clergy to the Ecclesiastical Laws, which relate to 
the duties of their fimction." But, whereas he 
enumerates " the several ways in which they 
have tied themselves down to a regular, constant, 
conscientious performance of all and everything 
prescribed in and by the Book of Conmion 
Prayer according to the usage of the Church of 
England;" and whereas he remarks, that " consi- 
dering the Kubrick to be Statute as well as Canon 
Law, and to have equally the sanction and au- 
thority both of the temporal and spiritual Legis- 
lature; and that, considering the condition upon 
which we are admitted to minister in the Esta- 
blished Church, which is the solemn reception of 
the Kubrick as our rule, he does not see how any 
man can with a good conscience continue acting 
as a minister of our Church, who can allow him- 
self to depart from her rites and ceremonies as 
prescribed in the service-book:" and when to these 
observations we apply a particular Kubrick, which 
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he quotes, as ordering conceming a particular 
portion of the service, that it " shall never alter, 
but daily be said at morning Prayer throughout 
the year:" we perceive, not indistinctly, what 
must have been the Archdeacon's sense of the 
stringency of the connection between the minis- 
ter's solemn obligations, and the actual saying of 
morning Prayer daily throughout the year. 

These extracts suflSciently show, that there 
have not been wanting able commentators to give 
suitable exhibitions of these directions of the 
Church conceming daily Prayer. 

2. Nor, secondly, have there been wanting ad- 
vocates to defend and justify her directions against 
objectors, turning the objections themselves into 
an occasion of commendation. 

Section VIII. 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer^ justified by 
Advocates. 

To these general arguments therefore in favour 
of the " daily Orders" of the Church, arising out 
of the general subject, and set forth by professed 
Expositors, three brief arguments shall be stated, 
derived from particular divisions of her services, 
according to the suggestion o£ \Via ^^^^^^cx* 
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Hooker in his incomparable work on the Laws of 
Ecclesiastical Polity. 

1. First, by the reading of the daily Lessons, 
as appointed by the Church " for morning and, 
evening Prayer/' the Old Testament is for the 
most part read every year once, and the New 
Testament is, with small exception, read over 
orderly every year thrice : an advantage peculiar 
to the members of the Church in contra-distinc- 
tion from those, who object to the daily ministra- 
tions of the Church, as directed by her Book of 
Common Prayer; who do not themselves read the 
word of God in daily assemblies; and who, when- 
ever they do read it, always accompany it with 
an interpretation. The contrast is obviously in 
favour of the Church's daily provision : " for 
whereas," in the language of Hooker, " in a man- 
ner the whole Book of God is by reading every 
year published, a small part thereof, in compa- 
rison of the whole, may hold very well the 
readiest interpreter of Scripture occupied many 
years." 

2. Again, the directions of the Church for the 
daily services of her people, nay, the very titles 
by which they are described, " The Order of 
Morning Prayer^ and " the Order of Evening 
Prayer^^ direct our minds to a perception of the 
purpose, for which we ought most of all to aa* 
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semble and meet together in God's house^ namely, 
for God^s worship. Sermons are good for teach- 
ing and admonishing men of their duty, and so it 
is well for them to be occasionally used: but 
Prayer is the mode whereby men practise their 
duty, yea, their most important and indispensable 
duty, and so it ought to be used " continually" 
and " without ceasing." Daily Prayers are ac- 
cordingly prescribed by the Church, as a service 
which requires no supplemental provision to fill it 
up and make it perfect. It is indeed perfect in 
itself; for, that I may adopt the language of 
Dr. Puller, in his Moderation of the Church of 
England^ " according to the judgment of the 
Church, and in truth, the entire worship of God 
is complete in the divine service of the Church : 
even as amopg the Jews, sacrifices, prayers, and 
4;hanksgiving8, made up the entire notion of 
divine worship, so under the gospel the sacri- 
fices of prayer and thanksgiving do absolutely 
complete the worship of God.^' Or, in the lan- 
guage of Hooker again, she " rightly considereth, 
that Publick Prayer is a duty entire in itself: a 
duty requisite to be performed much oftener 
than sermons can possibly be made. For which 
cause we have a publick Form how to serve God 
both morning and evening, whether sermons may 
be had. or no. On the contrary sv^e,'' V^^i ^^^^ 
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speaking of those who objected to our Book of 
Common Prayer, ^^ their form of reformed Prayer 
sheweth only what shall be done upon the days 
appointed for the preaching of the word: with 
what words the minister should begin; when the 
hour appointed for the sermon is come; what shall 
be said or sung before sermon, and what after: 
so that, according to this form of theirs, it must 
stand for a rule. No sermon. No service/' 

3. Again, as to the use of the Psalms of David 
and the Christian Hymns, which the Church has 
constituted to be parts of our morning and even- 
ing services, what can be more suited for the 
purposes of our continual worship? The daily 
reading of the Psalms, eflftisions as they are of 
God's Holy Spirit by the mouth of his Prophet, 
and therefore incomparable forms for celebrating 
God's praises, is specially valuable, forasmuch as 
we are thus enabled to go through that collection 
of inspired effusions in the reasonable period of a 
monthly revolution, entirely, with convenience 
and without fatigue to ourselves, and, as Hooker 
observes, without " offence or displeasure to 
others." And if, in his language again, *^ the 
Psalms for the excellency of their use deserve to 
be oftener repeated than they are, but that the 
multitude of them permitteth not any oftener re- 
petition, what disorder is it, if these few Evan* 
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gelical Hymns, which are in no respect less 
worthy, and may be, by reason of their paucity, 
imprinted with much more ease in all men's me- 
mories, be for that cause every day rehearsed ?'* 
Such are the leading divisions which the Church 
marks out for the daily worship of her congrega- 
tions : wherein, as " it is convenient and orderly, 
that we make day by day prayers and supplica- 
tions the very same, so it is as fit and convenient 
to magnify the name of God day by day^ with 
certain the very selfsame psahns of Praise and 
Thanksgiving," as her afore-named most judicious 
Advocate contends. 

4. An argument also in behalf of the considerate 
and temperate character of the Church has been 
founded by Dr. Puller upon her Orders for daily 
Prayer, in his Moderation of the Church of Eng- 
land, published in 1679, and it is accordingly here 
cited. ** Although some of the ancient Chris- 
tians used the distinction of Hours of Prayer^ 
which at first was thought orderly and useful, as 
a voluntary task; and determining of the Chris- 
tian Liberty of those, who profess that God's 
service is perfect freedom: yet our church consi- 
dering the conmion employment of most, and the 
natural infirmities of aU, hath appointed and re- 
quired only a daily sacrifice of morning and even- 
ing service, as of constant observaace^ xlq\. ^^'- 
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eluding, but inviting, other oblations of a sincere 
devotion to God, according to our leisure and 
opportunity: But our Church doth no where 
countenance * the novelties of those that put any 
trust in the bare recital only of a few prayers,' 
(as Dr. Cosins says of the ancient times of Prayer,) 
*or place any virtue in the beadroll, or certain 
number of them at such and such hours:' not- 
withstanding many of the said Prayers are also 
directed otherwise than Prayers should be." In 
a word these services of the Church are regulated 
by a temperate and wise discretion. They occur 
only so often, and they take only so much time, 
as may suit the leisure and convenience of men in 
general, without however precluding those, who 
are in more favourable circumstances, firom more 
frequent and more extended devotions. They are 
reasonable likewise and edifying: and conducive 
at the same time to the glory of God only. 

Section IX. 
The ChurcKs Daily Prayer^ inforced by Bishops, 

Nor, thirdly, have there been wanting Bishops to 
enforce these orders by their exemplary conduct 
and their godly admonitions. 

It might indeed be most naturally and reason- 
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ably assumed^ that this was the common usage of 
the Church's Governors, during the seventeenth, 
as well as the latter part of the previous century. 
And, with respect to any individual, the silence of 
liistorians or biographers is by no means an argu- 
ment to the contrary. Some particular examples 
however, more indeed than may probably have been 
anticipated, which have fallen within my means 
of inquiry, may be here specified: of which, if here 
and, there one may perhaps appear like hypothesis 
or inference rather than certainty, they are, almost 
all, imiversally free from ambiguity, being plain 
historical or biographical] narrations, or avowals of 
sentiments unequivocally expressed and affirmed. 

1. In 1559, soon after the re-establishment of the 
Reformation by the accession of Queen Elizabeth, 
Edmond Grindall became Bishop of London; in 
1570 he was translated to the Archbishoprick of 
York, and thence in 1576 he was again translated 
to the Archbishoprick of Canterbury. In the same 
year he entered upon his Metropolitical Visitation, 
and put forth certain "Articles to be inquired of 
within his Province." Of these Articles the first is 
as follows : "Whether Common Prayer be sung or 
said by your parson, vicar or curate, in your several 
churches or chapels, distinctly and reverently, and 
in such order as it is set forth by the laws of this 
realm, without any kind of alteratioii, ^u<\ ^\» ^'^i 
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and convenient hours." To be sure there is no 
mention specifically here of " Daily Prayer," but 
the very first provision in the " Conunon Prayer/' 
as " set forth by the laws of the reakn," is " The 
order for Morning and Evening Prayer daily to be 
said and used throughout the year, in the accus- 
tomed place of the Church, Chapel, or Chancel;" 
and the ministering curate, in every parish Church 
or Chapel, is " bound daily to say the same." Arch- 
bishop Grindall's article, injoining " Conmion 
Prayer," " as set forth by the laws," " without 
any kind of alteration," of course comprised the 
* Daily Prayers." 

2. In the same year, 1559, Edwin Sandys was 
consecrated to the Bishoprick of Worcester ; and 
in 1570 succeeded Archbishop Grindall as Bishop 
of London, and in' 1576, as Archbishop of York, 
Soon after his translation to London, he visited 
his new diocese, and sent forth injunctions for his 
clergy, directing them in the first article, ** To 
keep strictly the book of Common Prayer." 
" Strictly : " that is, " exactly, with rigorous accu- 
racy," in Dr. Johnson's Synonyme : " without 
any kind of alteration," in Archbishop Grindall's 
phrase ; observing of course *^ the Orders for 
morning and evening Prayer." 

3. John Jewel, Bishop of Salisbury from 1559 
to 1571, the far famed author of The Apology of 
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the Church of Ev^land^ in his Life written by 
Lady Bacon, the learned Translator of the " Apo- 
logy,'^ and prefixed to her Translation, is thus 
noticed for his daily publick devotions : " At nine 
at night he called all his servants about him, 
examined how they had spent their time that day, 
commended some, and reproved others, as occasion 
served, and then closed the day with Prayers, as he 
began it : the time of his publick morning Prayers 
seems to have been eight." 

4. Matthew Parker was the first Archbishop of 
Canterbury at this era of the Reformation : and 
his character is handed down to us, " as a very 
pious good man, and a strict observer of Church 
discipline and duty." From Strype's Life of 
him, we learn, that on the 7th of September, 1573, 
being Q. Elizabeth's birth-day, he entertained her 
Majesty in the great hall of the Palace at Canter- 
bury : and the narrative, sent by himself to Arch- 
bishop Grindall of York, gives proof that amid 
the distractions of a journey, and of a festive 
entertainment, the Order of the Church was not 
neglected. The Archbishop met her Highness, 
(to use his own words,) " as she was coming to 
Dover, upon Folkstone Down. I left her at 
Dover, and came home to Bekesburn that night : 
and after that went to Canterbury, to receive 
her Majesty there, which I did, with. \Jafc\J\^Q^'^ 
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of Lincoln and Rochester, and my Suflfragan (of 
Dover,) at the west door. Where, after the gram- 
marian had made his oration to her upon her 
horseback, she alighted. We then kneeled down, 
and said the Psalm DeiLs Misereatur^ in English ; 
with certain other coUects briefly; and that in 
our chimers and rochets. The Quire, with the 
Dean and Prebendaries, stood on either side of the 
church, and brought her Majesty up with a square 
song, she going under a canopy, borne by four of 
her temporal knights, to her traverse placed by 
the communion board; where she heard even-song y 
and after departed to her lodging at St. Austins, 
whither I waited upon her." 

5. John Aylmer, Bishop of London, died in 
1594, and in the Historical Collections of his Life 
and Acts Strype records his character, that " in 
the discharge of his duty the Bishop was very 
conscientious and exact, and spared for no pains, 
being naturally an active and stirring man: and 
so he was particularly in his episcopal function. 
One part of his diligence consisted in pressing a 
due conformity unto the laws and Orders of the 
Church. And that because he thought it the best 
bulwark to secure from Popery. This was the 
cause he spared neither papist nor puritan." And 
agreeable to this is what the Biographer, after a 
brief interval, observes concerning the Bishop's 
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Devotions : " He and his whole family every day 
in the week twice were present at, and joyned 
with, the whole divine service ; calling upon God 
for a blessing upon themselves, the State and 
Queen's Majesty ; and by that means putting up 
frequent devout Prayers for her and her king- 
doms." 

6. John Whitgift, who had been consecrated 
Bishop of Worcester in 1577, was translated in 
1583 to the Archbishoprick of Canterbury, of 
which he was a most worthy occupant, until his 
death in 160f, in which year, on the 28th of 
February, " he recommended on his death bed 
God's Church here planted to the Bang's special 
regard and protection, with his eyes and hands 
lifted up," and with an earnest repetition of those 
ever-memorable dying words, " Pro ecclesia Dei^ 
Pro ecclesia Dei ; " and on the next day quietly 
departed in the Lord, in the 74th year of his age. 
Of the many good works, for which he is to be 
honoured, one, not the least valuable, was the foun- 
dation, erection, and endowment, of an Hospital 
at Croydon, by licence under the Queen's Letters 
Patent in 1595 ; " which most noble foundation 
of his, consisting of an Hospital, Free-School, and 
Chapel," as Le Neve relates in his Life of the 
Archbishop, "was finished in the year 1599. The 
Chapel," he adds^ "was dedicated on Tue.s»^"a.^ ^\3^1 
10, bjr Richard Bancroft^ Bishop oi XiOxAotv, «»^ 
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Anthony Watson, Bishop of Chichester, by virtue 
of a Commission from the Archbishop directed to 
them for that purpose." It is remarkable, however, 
that of the chapel, thus set apart for the sacred 
offices of religion, no account is given, as to the 
orders made for its due appropriation, either by Le 
Neve, or by the other biographers of the Arch- 
bishop, such as Sir George Paule, Strype, and 
Bishop Godwin. 

But Le Neve mentions " the statutes of the Hos- 
pital made by the Archbishop : " and states, that 
*^ the whole foundation, with the said statutes and 
ordinances of the same, are preserved in one of the 
Folio MSS. belonging to the Lambeth Library ;" 
namely, that bearing the letter N. 275 ; endorsed 
" The particular account of the building of Trinity 
Hospital in Croydon, and the Statutes and Ordi- 
nances belonging to the Hospital ; together with 
the Grant of Queen Elizabeth, and other notes 
touching the same.'" 

FeeliDg assured that these statutes would sup- 
ply particular intelligence of the uses to which the 
chapel was devoted, and little doubting the appli- 
cation of that intelligence to the subject of the 
present Treatise, I sought information, where it 
was sure of being found, namely, in the kind and 
accurate researches of the reverend S. R. Maitland, 
Librarian to his Grace the present Archbishop, 
and Keeper of the MSS. at LambetlDi-. «iiid» by 
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the ready aid of that learned Theologian and eccle^ 
siastical Antiquary, I am enabled to report the 
precise care, and the strict conditions, whereby 
Archbishop Whitgift provided for the "daily 
morning and evening" attendance of all the inmates 
of his Hospital, male and female, on the prayers 
as appointed by the Book of ^ Common Prayer : 
generally in the Chapel of the Hospital, and on 
certain specified occasions in the neighbouring 
parish ChurcL 

The Extract from the Statutes, which IVIr. 
Maitland has so courteously furnished, having 
been, I presimie, hitherto unpublished, and the 
contents of it being curious in themselves, as well 
as an important testimony to the sentiments of one 
of our most highly and justly venerated primates 
upon the subject of our present inquiry, the Arch- 
bishop's Ordinances are here inserted in accurate 
correspondence with the original in its spelling 
and pointing, as well as in other peculiarities used 
at the close of the 16th century. 

Extracted from the Statutes of the Hospital of 
the Holy Trinity at Croydon, in the Lambeth 
MS. No. 275. 

®ff tfa^lu prayers to be used in y« hosp : 
and other exercises of pietie 
Cap. 10. 

C|>e ^i^ooUtttt besydes teachynge oi \v\a ^OciO^^t^, 

B. Q. IS* 
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and making entryes into the ledger bookes, and doinge 
othere duties appointed vnto him in theis ordinaunces^ 
shall saye publyke prayers moreninge and eaveninge in 
the Chappell of the Hosp : to y* Brothers and Systers, 
on all days (being workinge days) excepte Wednesdays 
and Frydays in the forenone, And Satterdays in the 
afternone. 

an ti)e &reti)eren and Systers of the Hospital beinge at 
home, not sicke, nor otherwyse lame, and unable to go 
so far, and excepte the Porter, and some one in course 
to tarry at home to keepe the howse in absence of the 
reste. Shall one the Saboth days, Feastivall days, 
Wednsdays, and Frydays, at morninge and eaveninge 
prayers, and vppon Satterdays at eaveninge prayer, resorte 
orderlye by two and two together to the parishe Churche 
of Croydon, there to pray devoutlye with the reste of 
the congregation, and namelie for the preservation of 
the Queenes Maiestie and her Realmes, to give God 
thanks for their Founder, Benefactors, and all other 
God's benifytts, and to heare the worde of God, and 
there to be partakers of the holy Sacramento of the 
Lords Supper at the leaste thrise everye yere prouttfetf 
that this ordinaunce be not extended to the Scoolemaster, 
for Wensdays and Frydays, nor for the manner of goinge 
to the Churche. 

allieio It tlo ortletne that on the reste of all the workinge 
days, moreninge and eaveninge prayer, shalbe ac- 
cordinge to the Booke of Common Prayer, to be sayde 
by the Schoolemaster in the Chappell of the Hospitall 
vnto whyche all the Bretheren and Systers shall duly 
resorte, uuleas they be sicke, ot otlierwya^ sc> laaoaft as 
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that thereby they shall be vnable to come thyther^ aittl 
that some one of the companye be weeklye appointed 
by y* warden to note such as are absente from prayers, 
and to gyve theyre names daylye to the sayde warden 
Cije sayde Moreninge and Eaveninge prayers to be 
sayde at suche hours as the sayde Schoolmaster shall 
thinke fytteste f^ff any, otherwise then as afore, shall 
absente themselves frome prayers, eyther at the parrishe 
Churche, or at the Chappell in the Hospitall, wythoute 
a sufficiente cause to be allowed by the Waredenne, ffbr 
the firste tyme, suche shall forfeiteoneob. foe the seconde 
i**, and so for euerye tyme after, in cache monethe as 
is aforesayde, to be abated & defaulted frome theyr al- 
lowaunce at the payedaye happeninge next after such 
theire defaulte, one third parte of such forfe3rtures to be 
imployed unto the Porter for that monethe, And the other 
two thirds to the Common Cheste )3utt in case anyone, 
wythoute suche cause as is aforesayde, shalbe fownde to 
have forfeited in cache of any fowre monethes happeninge 
in one yere, the said yeare to beginne to be accounted at 
the Feaste of Saincte Mychaell, so much as shall amount 
above a thirde parte of his monethlye allowaunce tfytn 
for every suche default happened in any one yeare the 
negligente person shall have one solume admonicion 
given him by the Wardeine and Schoolra' w"** shalbe 
entered into the Ledger Booke ; but yf after the ad- 
monicion the same paretye shalbe founde agayne to 
haue offended in the same kynde, he or she shall then 
for a negligente and an incorrigible person be expelled 
from the Hospitall^ never to be receavede \Ja.e^T^ ^^^ysx^. 
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6. Lancelot Andrewes was bom in 1555, and 
died in 1626, in the 71st year of his age. He was 
a theologian profound in learniDg, and sound in 
doctrine, and copious and rich in his expositions 
of Christian truth : and he partook by name in 
the honourable testimony borne by Lord Claren- 
don to some of the great divines of that age con- 
cerning their intelligent affection for the Church. 
The bishopricks of Chichester, of Ely, and of 
Winchester successively enjoyed the blessing of 
his superintendence. And in his life, contained in 
Fuller's Abel Redivivus, but written, as Fuller 
says, " by the judicious and industrious, my 
worthy friend Master Isaackson," it is said, that 
" The virtues and good parts of this honourable 
Prelate were so many and so transcendent, that to 
do him right a large volume would be but suf- 
ficient, which I shall, by way of an epitome, only 
point a finger at, in these heads which follow." 

And the leading article in the epitome is that 
which serves to exemplify the subject of our pre- 
sent investigation. For " his first and principal 
virtue," proceeds the biographer, " was his sin- 
gular zeal and piety, which shewed itself not 
only in his private and secret devotions between 
God and himself, .... but also in his exemplary 
publick prayers with his family in his chapel: 
wherein he behaved himself so humbly, devoutly, 



ABCHBI8H0P ABBOT. 53 

and reverently, that it could not but move others 
to follow his example. His Chapel, in which he 
had monthly communions, was so decently and 
reverently adorned, and God served there with so 
holy and reverend behaviour of himself and his 
family, by his pattern, that the souls of many, 
that obiter (by the way) came thither in time of 
service, were very much elevated, and they stirred 
up to the like reverend deportment: yea, some 
that had been there, were so taken with it, that 
they desired to end their days in the Bishop of 
Ely's chapeL" 

7. George Abbot was consecrated Bishop of 
Litchfield and Coventry, in 1609, and within a 
month translated to London, and thence in 161 1 
to the archiepiscopal throne of Canterbury, by 
King James the First, who thought highly of his 
learning, eloquence, and great diligence in preach- 
ing and writing. In or about the year 1623, 
he founded and endowed, in his native town of 
Guildford, Surrey, " the Hospital of the Blessed 
Trinity," for the maintenance therein of certain 
needy and indigent persons, ^^ poor members of 
Christ." Together with other suitable apartments 
for the master, the brethren, and the sisters, the 
Hospital contained a spacious and lofty chapel, 
wherein it was ordered by the statutes, that " the 
master, or in his absence the vice-m'aaX.^x, ot oraa 
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of the brothers whom the master shall appoint, 
should read to the brethren and sisters some part 
of divine service, according to the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, morning and evening, everj day." 
With this exception, that " on the sabbath-days, 
festival-days, Wednesdays and Fridays, at morn- 
ing and evening prayers, and on Saturdays at 
evening prayers, all the brethren and sisters of the 
hospital being at home, and not sick, shall repair 
two and two in orderly fashion to Trinity church, 
which is near unto them, and there devoutly pray 
with the rest of the congregation, and hear the 
word of God preached and read, and there be par- 
takers of the Lord's Supper at least thrice every 
year," And " to the end that all persons that are 
able may be present at prayers in the chapel or 
parish church," one was to be appointed for noting 
any defaulter, and reporting his or her name to 
the master, or vice-master ; and a pecuniary mulct 
was then to be inflicted in the first place, and next 
a solemn admonition, and finally expulsion from 
the hospital *^ for a negligent and incorrigible 
person, never to be received there again : for why 
should any one, who will not serve God, be thought 
fit to be in this body ?" 

8. In continued exemplification of this episcopal 
conduct is the character related by Bishop Hacket 
in his " Memorial offered to the great deservings 
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of John Williams, D. D. who some time held the 
places of Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of 
England, Lord Bishop of Lincoln, and Lord 
Archbishop of York," and died in 1650. Of him 
it is said by his biographer, that " He was con- 
stant to that religion wherein he was catechised, 
and instructed in it more perfectly in Cambridge : 
a punctual observer of the ancient Church Orders, 
whereof he was a Governor, and a great decliner 
of innovations," (meaning of course by " inno- 
vations," not a strict conformity to the rules of the 
Church, but an arbitrary deviation from them:) 
and ^^ a great devotee to publick and private 
prayer." And " what a good steward he was for 
his Master Christ Jesus^s household, and how 
provident to put none into part of the care, but 
such as were obedient to civil and sacred rulers, 
appears most in his happy choice of those, upon 
whom he conferred the livings that fell into his 
patronage. They were ever picked out of the best 
learned, the best qualified, the most cordially 
affected to our most godly Liturgy, and to the 
government of the Prelates. Within these apos- 
tatising times," adds the narrator, " wherein so 
many have departed from them without cause, I 
cannot remember any of his preferring, but kept 
their traces, and to their best power never run out 
of the ring." But what is more inim^^\"aX.^^ ^.^ 
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our present purpose is the information, that, when 
a student at St. John's College, Cambridge, " he 
was duly present at the service of Common Prayer 
in the College Chapel ; " and that there were some 
*^ of the old stock of Non-conformitantSy and among 
the seniors of this College, who looked sour upon 
him, because he was an adherent to, and a stickler 
for, the discipline and ceremonies of the Church of 
England," and so endeavoured to ^^ exclude him 
from preferment:" and that, when he became 
Rector of Walgrave, in Northamptonshire, besides 
preaching twice every Lord's day, he " did the 
whole ofiSce that belonged unto him, as reading 
the Liturgy of divine service Wednesdays and Fri- 
days before such as would attend Prayer, ex- 
pounding the catechism to the simple ones in Lent, 
and upon all Holy-days." 

9. Equally, or rather still more to our purpose 
is an incident in the life of Archbishop Williams's 
contemporary and great rival, namely. Laud, 
Archbishop of Canterbury : more to our purpose, 
forasmuch as it bears upon the question, not of 
Wednesdays and Fridays, but of " daily," and of 
" morning and evening Prayers." The incident, 
to which I allude, is to be found in his Diary, 
where it appears, that a reference had been made, 
in 1639, to the Archbishop as Chancellor of 
the University of Oxford, by Dr. Fell, Dean of 
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Christ Church, concernmg a projected change in 
the accustomed time of Evening Prayer. " Con- 
cerning the hour of your vespers," the Archbishop 
answers, •*! would have you to weigh well one 
main thing; which is, that, as the Morning Service 
is every where to end by twelve at furthest, so the 
Vespers never begin before three, and end by five. 
And this, I take it, is universal And the reason of 
it (as I conceive) is, that the prayers of the Church, 
howsoever different in place, might be jointly put 
up to God in all places at the same time. How 
fiit it will be upon particular respects to vary such 
an universal tradition, would be well thought on." 
And then, after some remarks which have a local 
bearing, he subjoins, "Besides I cannot foresee, 
what example this may produce in other Cathe- 
drab. And I would be very loth they should 
learn an ill example from the University. There- 
fore I pray think well of those and other circum- 
stances before you make any change." 

Of the Archbishop^s habitual observance of the 
Church's Orders for " daily Prayer," specially at 
Lambeth, there can be no doubt: where his 
chapel, which he foimd in a neglected and sordid 
state, was by him repaired and adorned. Mean- 
while not his own only, but the general sense of 
Churchmen, as to the obligation of the Churches 
" Orders," is plainly expressed by tloia mcsA^Tii^x 
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for the constant use of the " morning and evening 
Prayers^^ is assumed^ and the only points for con- 
sideration are merely circumstantiaL 

10. Such again was the sense, as expressed by the 
conduct, of James Ussher, one of the most distin- 
guished of Irish Churchmen, who died in 1655, in 
the 76 th year of his age : and who, on his transla- 
tion from the Bishoprick of Meath in 1626 to the 
Archbishoprick of Armagh and Primacy of Ireland, 
carefully inspected the manners of his clergy, as 
related by one of his biographers. Dr. Parr, ^^ ad- 
monishing those he found faulty, and giving excel- 
lent advice and directions to the rest; charging 
them," amongst other things, " to use the liturgy 
of the Church in all publick administrations : " 
whilst, as related by his other biographer. Dr. 
Bernard, in the sermon preached at the Arch- 
bishop's funeral, *^The order observed in his 
family, as to prayer, was four times a day : in the 
morning at six, in the evening at eight, and before 
dinner and supper in the chapel, at each of which 
he was always present." 

11. Such again was the sense, as signified by 
the practice, of Bedell, Bishop of Kilmore, from 
1629 to 1641, who, as related in his life by Bishop 
Burnet, ^^ was exactly conformable to the forms 
and rules of the Church;" who ^^ went constantly 
to Common Prayer in his Cathedral;" who ^^ took 
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care to have the publick service perfonned strictly 
according to the Rubrick:" and " never would de- 
part from the rule of observing the conformity 
prescribed by law." 

12. Such, again, were the judgment and the 
conduct of Bramhall, Bishop of Derry in 1634, 
and Archbishop of Armagh in 1660, who was, in 
the language of Bishop Taylor at his funeral, 
" careful, and he was prosperous in it, to reduce 
that divine and excellent service of our Church to 
publick and constant exercise:" and of Leslie, 
Bishop of Raphoe, who, during the rebellion and 
usurpation of that disastrous period, " held un- 
alterably,^' as Harris, the Editor of Wabe's 
History of the Irish Bishops^ relates, ^* tQ the 
practice as well as principles of the Church; 
whose Liturgy he always used in his own family, 
after he was thrust out of the Church:" and of 
Martin, Bishop of Meath, as Harris also relates, 
who, notwithstanding the prohibition of the Li- 
turgy by the Parliamentary Commissioners, con- 
tinued to use the prescript Prayers in the chapel 
of Trinity College, Dublin, of which, on being 
deprived of his episcopal see, he had become 
Provost. 

13. To these honourable exemplars of obedience 
and order, with respect to the daily celebration of 
publick worship, as supplied by the BiaW^^^ ^S. ^<^ 
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Church before and during the Great Kebellion, 
I shall add corresponding instances after it, as 
realised in some of the faithful men, who then 
succeeded to her episcopate. 

But I would here pause a little, to note the 
two different states of our national Church, as 
depicted at this period by the same masterly 
hand ; the one before, the other coincident with, 
the Great Kebellion. 

The Church of Christ in England, as exhibit- 
ing the healthful vigour infused into it by God^s 
grace at the Keformation, is thus represented by 
Jeremy Taylor in the Preface to his Apology for 
Liturgies : " I will deny leave to my own affections 
to ease themselves by complaining of others: I shall 
only crave leave, that I may remember Jerusa- 
lem, and call to mind the pleasures of the temple, 
the order of her services, the beauty of her 
buildings, the sweetness of her songs, the de- 
cency of her ministrations, the assiduity and 
economy of her priests and Levites, the daily 
sacrifice, and that eternal fire of devotion that 
went not out by day nor by night: these were 
the pleasures of our peace; and there is a rema- 
nent felicity in the very memory of those spiri- 
tual delights, which we then enjoyed as ante- 
pasts of heaven, and consignations to an im- 
mortality of joys.'' Where it is to be observed, 
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in reference to the immediate subject of our 
treatise, that, together with the other " pleasures 
of our peace," our other ** spiritual delights," 
*' the order of the Church's services," and ** the 
daily sacrifice," are specifically commemorated. 

In melancholy contrast with this scene of come- 
liness and beauty stands the following picture of 
a wilderness, which is sketched in the opening of 
the Dedication of his Rules and Exercises of Holy 
Living, ** I have lived," he says, " to see re- 
ligion painted upon banners, and thrust out of 
churches, and the temple turned into a tabernacle, 
and that tabernacle made ambulatory, and covered 

with skins of beasts and torn curtains." 

And presently he speaks of some, " who add 
scorn to the afflictions of the Church of England, 
and, because she is afflicted by men, call her 
^ forsaken of the Lord:' and, because her solemn 
assemblies are scattered, think that religion is 
lost, and the Church divorced from God." For 
he had spoken just before of " the ministers of 
religion being scattered," and of " the want which 
was felt of personal and attending guides," and of 
the people " not having always a prophet at 
their needs, nor being suifered to go up to the 
house of the Lord to inquire of the appointed 
oracles." 

But by the great mercy of God tk^ ^e.^Tife ^^'aa 
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again to be reversed: the beauty of the Church 
was to be restored; her ministers were to be re- 
covered; her people were to be re-assembled; 
order was to be re-instituted in her temples ; the 
voice of daily Prayer was to be revived; and the 
appointed oracles were to be uttered by the pro- 
phets to the congregation on their going up to 
the house of the Lord. Then it was, upon the re- 
settlement of the Church, that Jeremy Taylor 
was made Bishop of Down and Connor, and, not 
long after, of Dromore. And " with what care 
and faithfulness he discharged his office," says Dr. 
Kust, his successor at Dromore, in his Funeral 
Sermon, "we are all his witnesses: what good 
rules and directions he gave to his Clergy, and how 
he taught us the practice of them by his own 
Example." 

14. In continuation then of episcopal incite- 
ments to " Daily Prayer," witness these Rules and 
Advices by Bishop Jeremy Taylor to the clergy 
of his diocese in 1661, when he reminded them, 
that " every minister is obliged, publickly or pri- 
vately, to read the Common Prayers every day 
in the week at morning and evening; and in 
great towns and populous places, conveniently in- 
habited, it must be read in churches, that the 
daily sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving may 
never cease." 
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15. Witness " some heads of things to be more 
fully insisted upon by the Bishops in their ad- 
dresses to the Clergy and people of their re- 
spective dioceses," by Sancroft, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in 1688, wherein it was specified, 
" That they perform the daily offices publickly, 
(with all decency, affection, and gravity) in all 
market and other great towns; and, even in 
villages and less populous places, bring people to 
publick prayers as frequently as may be." 

Witness, moreover, in harmony with this in- 
junction, the Archbishop's exemplary conduct, as 
related by Dr. D'Oyly on the authority of his 
Grace's chaplains, during the vicissitudes of his 
exemplary life : how it was his constant habit to 
have divine service daily in his chapel at Lambeth, 
consisting of the appointed Prayers, " his hours 
being at six in the morning, twelve before dinner, 
three in the afternoon, and nine at night, at 
which times he was constantly present and always 
dressed : " how, after his suspension and depriva- 
tion, these offices were still performed by his 
chaplains at Lambeth : how, when he had retired 
privately from Lambeth, they waited on him in his 
temporary retreat, where he caused them to cele- 
brate divine service before him daily every morning 
at seven o'clock : how, after his final seclusion in the 
country, when one would willingly have ^tt^\A^^ 
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him, "I told him," he says with aifecting sim- 
pKcity, " I must be, (as I ever have been since I 
left Lambeth, or rather since that left me,) my 
own chaplain ; and it suits not with my present 
condition to keep still that piece of state." And, 
as he elsewhere says, " We make shift to say our 
prayers together daily, though not in so much 
company, nor in so proper a place as at Lambeth ; 
but God, I trust, will accept us." 

16. Witness also in 1688 a pastoral letter from 
Bishop Ken to his Clergy of Bath and Wells, to 
whom, besides certain special observances which 
he recommends with reference to Lent, he ad- 
dresses this exhortation concerning the Church 
service. " But your greatest zeal may be spent 
for the publick prayers, in the constant devout use 
of which the publick safety both of Church and 
State is highly concerned. Be sure then to offer 
up to God every day the morning and evening 
prayer: offer it up in your family at least; or 
rather, as far as your circumstances may possibly 
permit, offer it up in the church, especially if you 
live in a great town ; and say over the Litany 
every morning during the whole Lent. This I 
might injoin you to do on your canonical obe- 
dience ; but for lovers sake I rather beseech you : 
and I cannot recommend to you a more devout and 
comprehensive form of penitent and publick inter- 
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cession than that^ or more proper for the season. 
Be not discouraged^ if but few come to the solemn 
assemblies j but go to the House of Prayer, where 
Grod is well known for a sure refuge : Go, though 
you go alone, or but with one beside yourself." 

18. Witness the discourse of Bishop Sprat to 
his Clergy of Rochester in 1695, where, request- 
ing them to " perfect themselves in a true, just, 
sensible, accurate, becoming way of reading," he 
cautions them that he " does not only mean, that 
they should be very punctual in reading the Com- 
mon Prayer Book as the law requires; that is, 
not only to do it constantly and entirely in each 
part, without any maiming, adding to, or altering 
of it;" and that, if they be not thus punctual, 
" they are liable to a legal punishment and cen- 
sure," forasmuch as they are guilty of ** breaking 
the law;" and he specifically notices, as instances 
of those things, wherein the law requires them to 
be thus punctual, " their weekly or rather daily 
labours of this kind ;" and assumes, as a matter of 
course, their reading of " the daily Morning and 
Evening Prayers." 

18. Witness the diligence and assiduity, with 
which Bishop Hacket, before the great Rebellion, 
discharged his duty in his Archdeaconry of Bed- 
ford, whither " he constantly repaired once a 
year, and took especial care to exhoit \a& C^'ct^ 
B. Q. Y 
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to a strict observance of the orders of the Church:'' 
and the earnestness and alacrity with which 
after the Rebellion, upon his advancement to 
the bishoprick of Lichfield, he set himself to 
make preparations for the restoration of the 
ruined Cathedral, ** of which he was in a man- 
ner,^' as Walker, in his account of the ** Sufferings 
of the Clergy," says, " the second Founder," for 
" being almost battered to the ground, he rebuilt 
it, at the expense of 20,000 pounds, (nineteen 
thousand of which he either gave or procured 
himself,) and at the end of about eight years, 
when it was finished, dedicated it anew with 
great joy and solemnity;" and so re-constituted it 
as the Temple of God, fit for the celebration of 
the daily sacrifice of Morning and Evening 
Prayer. 

19. In connection with these things may be 
mentioned also certain particulars, which Dr. 
Walter Pope commemorates in his Life of Seth 
Ward, who died Bishop of Salisbury in 1683: as 
that " he seldom missed Morning Prayers at his 
Cathedral, unless upon urgent occasions:" that, 
*^ when the bell toll'd for Evening Prayers, he 
called for his habits and went to church, carrying 
with him, for the most part, all his company, who 
were obliged to go to prayers with him out of 
civility, if not devotion :" and that, when he built 
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and endowed a " College of Matrons^ for the en- 
tertainment and maintenance of ten widows of 
orthodox clergymen," it was his purpose to add 
thereto and endow a chapel for their daily use, 
as was done about the same time by Warner, 
Bishop of Rochester, at Bromley. Having how- 
ever been so fortunate as to be able to purchase 
free land in the Close of Salisbury, a greater 
structure and an endowment for a chaplain being 
thus rendered needless. Bishop = Ward built his 
College '^near the Cathedral, whereunto the 
widows might with ease resort: and so they were 
all engaged to repair thither, both morning and 
evening, and to stay out the whole time of 
prayers," 

20. Nearly coincident with the death of Bishop 
Ward was that of Edward Eainbow, who, having 
been raised to the Episcopate after the Great 
Bebellion, and having presided in the see of 
Carlisle till the year 1684, died then in the 76th 
year of his age. From a life of him by Jonathan 
Banks, he appears to have been much esteemed 
for his piety, modesty, and humility; for the care 
with which he inspected the lives and manners of 
his clergy, and their performance of their pastoral 
charge; and for the good example which he set 
them in his general conduct, and especially in his 
devotions with relation both to the Churck, ^sA\» 

1^1 
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the ordering of his family. " The government of 
his private family," in the words of his biographer, 
" was modelled in imitation of that of the Church: 
that is, regular. Four times a day was God pub- 
lickly called upon by prayers in that family: 
twice in the chapel, which part his Lordship's 
chaplain performed; and twice in the dining- 
room; the latter of these, at six in the morning 
and nine at night, was the usual task of our right 
reverend and worthy prelate himself, if not dis- 
abled by sickness: as if he, who was the master 
of the family, would open it every morning and 
lock it up every night, by the key of prayer." 

21. To the foregoing examples of episcopal 
assiduity I shall add in the next place that of 
Archbishop Sharp, celebrated in our ecclesiastical 
history, or rather the general history of Eng- 
land, for having been the first clergyman, who, as 
Kector of St. Giles's, London, for his professional 
fidelity fell under the displeasure of the second 
James. Elevated afterwards to the Metropolitan 
Throne of York, in 1691, he was eminent no less 
for his faithful execution of that high office. In 
particular, he was accustomed to lay his solemn 
injunction upon his clergy, as for the discharge of 
their other ministerial engagements, so in par- 
ticular for " punctually observing rules and orders 
according to the rubricks and canons of the 
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Church." He was careful in providing, not only 
for the due supply of preachers throughout his 
diocese, but " particularly that the daily service 
in his cathedral might be better attended by pre- 
bendaries beneficed and residing in York city, 
where he always took care there should be some." 
" To the cathedral he resorted three times a 
week, namely, on the Litany days, for several 
years after he came to the see, though he lived 
two miles out of the city," the service on other 
days being regularly solemnised in his own 
chapeL And we further learn from his Life, for 
which the materials were collected by his son, the 
Archdeacon, that on his death-bed, when his 
strength was declining, *^ he ordered the daily 
service in his family to be performed in his hear- 
ing, and was observed to make his responses 
along with them:'^ and he frequently in his bed 
repeated the most material parts of the Commu- 
nion Service; " the design of which," observes his 
biographer, " may be understood by what was 
said above of his private eucharistic^l oblations of 
prayer, when he could not conveniently receive 
the sacrament in form." 

22. Li 1691 William King was consecrated to 
the Bishoprick of Deny, whence in 1702 he was 
translated to the Archbishoprick of Dublin. His 
former diocese was much beset by 8ectam^\ ^xA, 
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as it had " pleased God, in his providence, to 
make him an overseer over some part of his flock, 
he looked upon it to be his duty to use his en- 
deavours to instruct those that were committed 
to his charge in the worship of God, according 
to the rules which God had prescribed; and to 
warn such, as he conceived to swerve from them, 
of their mistakes." Hence arose his admirable 
Discourse concerning the Inventions of Men in 
the Worship of God: wherein he examines his 
subject under the several heads of " Praises," of 
" Prayers," of " Hearing God's Word," of '' Bo- 
dily Worship," and of the " Celebration of the 
Holy Comlnunion ;" and under each he severally 
sets forth what the holy scriptures prescribe, 
what is prescribed and practised by our Church, 
and what is the manner of dissenters. The 
Church's " Orders for daily Prayer" are only 
collateral to his main subject, but they are on 
different occasions incidentally alleged. 

Thus, in the Chapter " Of Praises," he says, 
*^ as to the manner of offering praises in our 
Church, it is to be considered, first, that we are 
directed to praise, glorify, and confess to God 
every day^ in a certain number of psalms of his 
own appointment, out of the Old Testament, and 
then in such hymns as are recorded in the New, 
and to these are added other hymns, confessions 
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of faiths and thanksgivings, agreeable to the 
general directions of Scripture." " To come and 
join in these," he afterwards says, " is our part 
and duty :" and " with all earnestness he beseeches 
those who are of our conununion, to consider 
how great and important a part these praises are 
of tte worship of God, and to apply ourselves 
with all diligence and holy zeal to the perform- 
ance of it; for we never come nearer the employ- 
ment of the blessed, than when our hearts and 
mouths are filled with the praises of God." And 
presently again, contrasting the Church's ample 
provision with the defective manner of the dis- 
senters, he repeats his assertion, " Our Church 
praises God every day with five or six Psalms, 
besides other hymns of his own appointment, and 
in his own words and method." 

Thus, again, under the head " Of Prayers," he 
proposes the practice of the Jewish Church as 
our example. " Many of the Psalms are forms 
of confession, and were used and daily repeated 
by the Jewish Church." And, <* The whole 
book of Psalms is a collection of Prayers of all 
sorts, and there are few of them but what are 

most excellent forms of prayer on this 

account they were used by the Jews, as the con- 
stant service and liturgy performed in the tem- 
ple." And, " Our Saviour and hia A.^«^Xfc^ 
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joined In the worship of the temple and eynsL^ 
gogue^ which consisted in psahns^ and in some 
certain forms of prayer added to them, and con- 
stantly used in their daily sermces^ 

Thus, again, under the head of " Hearing 
God's word," he says, " Our Church has disposed 
the Holy Scriptures in a certain order, an^ has 
appointed four or more chapters to be read eoery 
day in the publick congregations, by which means 
all the most edifying parts of the Old Testament 
are ordered to be read once a year, and the New 
Testament (except the Revelation) thrice in the 
same time." And to this care of the Church in 
part he attributes it, that " by the blessing of 
God, our clergy and laity, where we can prevail 
with them to conform to the rules of the Church, 
are generally much more knowing, modest, de- 
vout, and charitable, than perhaps may be found 
in any other Church." But he further remarks: 
" as Aaron, to please the Israelites, made the 
golden calf, so some ministers, though contrary to 
their own principles, have changed God's institu- 
tion to please their people; and left out the am- 
stant and regular reading of God's word, because 
the people grew weary of it. But let all men 
judge, who behave themselves most like the mi- 
nisters of Christ; we, who keep to the reading of 
God's word, according to his own institution, 
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whether the people will hear or forbear ; or they 
that comply with them, and lay aside God's com- 
mand to oblige and gain them." 

23. Another distinguished example of episcopal 
vigilance, as to the case in question, occurring at 
the same period as that of Archbishop Sharp, 
may be cited in the person of one, who, having 
been bom in 1635, was elevated in 1689 to the 
Bishoprick of Worcester, the "eminently learned" 
Stillingfleet, as he is styled in Bishop Burnet's 
History of His own Time: where also we are 
informed, that, in accordance with the Queen's 
wish, on the death of Archbishop Tillotson, he, 
being " judged a man in all respects fit for the 
post," would have succeeded to the Archiepiscopal 
dignity, but " the whigs did generally apprehend 
that both his notions and his temper were too 
high." However this were, the Church would 
have acquired a valuable advocate and protector 
in such a Metropolitan: and in the particular 
" orders " of the Church for daily Prayer, she 
might have relied on him for support. For in 
two Charges, delivered to his Clergy of Worcester, 
in 1690 and 1696 respectively, in the former he 
recommended to them, as stated in his Life and 
Character^ together with other duties, " not only 
a constant but devout performance of the publick 
offices of the Church ;" and in the latter he exr 
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horted them to " the several duties required of 
them^ with respect to the Lord's Day, and other 
times of publick worship." But how can the 
publick offices of the Church be constantly per- 
formed, how can the requisitions, not only for the 
Lord's Day, but for other times of publick wor- 
ship be satisfied, consistently with the systema- 
tick pretermission of daily Prayer? 

24. So likewise with respect to a distinguished 
successor of Stillingfleet, Bishop Hough : known 
in the ecclesiastical and the general history of 
England, for the religious devotedness, intre- 
pidity, courage, prudence, and well-tempered 
dignity, with which, as President of Magdalene 
College, Oxford, he defended the privileges of his 
Society, and resisted the arbitrary and unlawful 
authority of the Popish King James the Second ; 
and who afterwards presided, honourably to him- 
self, and beneficially to the Church, over the 
several dioceses successively of Oxford, Lich- 
field, and Worcester. In a charge, addressed, in 
1719, to the Clergy of the last named diocese, 
being then in his 70th year, he tells them, 
** whilst labouring to preserve the true Christian 
faith and the ancient apostolical discipline, we 
must remember that we have the happiness to be 
ministers in that part of the Catholick Chimji, 
where, by the blessing and peculiar providence of 



BISHOP HOUGH. 76 

God, they have been maintamed in the greatest 
simplicity of any other under heaven; that we 
are priests of the Church of England, and there- 
fore have all the obligations that reason, consci- 
ence, and interest can lay upon us, to keep close 
to her sentiments; to preach the faith not only in 
substance but in words, as she has delivered it 
to us in her Liturgy and Articles ; to assert that 
form of government, which, in all the essential 
parts of it, the Church has been under from the 
beginning; and to obey religiously her canons 
and rubricks, and to perform punctually what she 
enjoins, and in such manner as she prescribes." 

It is true that in these wholesome monitions 
the aged and venerable prelate makes no men- 
tion specifically of the Church's " Orders for daily 
Prayers :" but it is also true, that without using 
her " Orders for daily Prayers," so far as local 
circumstances may have permitted, " the rubricks 
of the Church" could not have been " obeyed re- 
ligiously;" and "what she enjoins, and in such 
manner as she prescribes," could not have been 
" punctually performed." I cannot perceive, 
what other signification, sufficiently comprehen- 
sive, or correct, or reasonable, or intelligible, can 
be given to these admonitions. " Daily Prayer" 
therefore, in pursuance of the Church's injunc- 
tions, was substantially and really comprised ixL 
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the Bishop's charge ; knowing too, as I do, the k- 
titudinarian notions which were then coming into 
vogue, and impressed, as I am, with a deep sense 
of his integrity and faithfidness to his calling, and 
seeing no cause to suspect that he meant to 
" palter with his clergy in a double sense," I un- 
derstand " Daily Prayer" to have been comprised 
by his intention, and of set purpose, in his 
instruction. And these words of soimd doctrine 
fall upon my mind with peculiar energy from the 
pen of one, who, in acknowledgement of his per- 
sonal good qualities, had been placed in the epis- 
copal chair of Latimer, and might have been 
elevated, had his modesty allowed, to the metro- 
politan throne of Cranmer. 

25. Admirable and excellent to the foregoing 
effect are the advices given by Michael Hewetson, 
Archdeacon of Kildare, to " his dear Friend, 
Thomas Wilson," on his admission to deacon's 
orders upon St. Peter's day, 1686, as detailed in 
Cruttwell's Life of the last named inestimable 
Prelate. There are eleven rules, all useful and 
valuable : what relate to our particular subject are 
these which follow. " 2. M. H. advises his dear 
T. W., now entered into holy orders, to resolve to 
proceed in them, and to endeavour to render him- 
self worthy of them .... 3. That he would be 
careful to read over the office of Ordination, the 
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39 Articles, and as many of the Canons as are 
requisite for him to be acquainted with, at least 
once every year; and that he would frequently 
peruse and consider all the rubricks in the Liturgy 
while he is Deacon .... 4. That, when he is 
licensed and qualified for performing any part of 
his ministerial function, he strictly observe the 
laws of the holy Church, nor ever deviate from the 
rubrick .... 5. He is further advised to observe 
the Church's festivals and fasting days, as far and 
as well as he possibly can, and as his health (I 
mean as to the latter) will bear .... 6. To say 
the Morning and Evening Prayer, either publickly 
or privately, every day, is, he knows, the Church's 
express command in one of the rubricks before the 
Calendar .... 7. And if besides he use private 
devotions, at least twice a day, and read every day 
one chapter in the English Bible to choose, that 
he may be well acquainted with the letter of the 
text, he will do a thing in itself pious, to himself 
profitable, and will herein too comply with the 
usage of his dearest friend. 8. Never to miss the 
Church's publick devotions twice a day, when un- 
avoidable business, or want of health, or of a 
church, (as in travelling) does not hinder. ..." 

26. Such were the advices given by his friend 
the Archdeacon to Thomas Wilson, the Deacon : 
and how were they esteemed and practised ^^ 
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Thomas Wilson, the Bishop ? In a Memorandum, 
dated Whitsunday, 1699, he accuses himself of 
" negligence in the duties of his calling, and re- 
solves solemnly, (being heartily sorry for what is 
past) that for the time to come he will rectify, by 
the grace of God, his ways in these following 
instances." One of these is, " immediately regu- 
late my devotions, and attend them constantly." 
Whereupon it is remarked by his biographer, 
" We have little difficulty to believe, that these 
resolutions were strictly and religiously observed 
.... His prayers were constant and devout, 
with his flock and with his family; and three 
times a day he communed with his own heart pri- 
vately in his closet." . . . . " His family prayers 
were as regular as his publick duties. Every 
summer morning at six, and every winter morning 
at seven, the family attended him to their devo- 
tions in his chapel, where he himself, or one of his 
students, performed the service of the day, and in 
the evening they did the same." 

These habits of this admirable prelate had been 
formed at an early period, and were maintained 
under all circumstances, and produced a salutary ef- 
fect : as appears from a Memoir of his Life, prefixed 
to an edition of his Sacra Privata^ London, 1826. 

Referring to a period shortly after his being 
consecrated Bishop of Sodor and Man, about 
1698, the writer says : 
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" He soon introduced a method and regularity 
In his own house, which by degrees extended itself 
in some measure over the Island. His whole 
family assembled in the chapel, at six o'clock every 
morning in summer, and at seven in winter; when 
prayers were offered up either by himself, or by 
some candidate for the ministry, several of whom 
he received without charge as inmates of his house. 
A stated hour also in the evening was set apart for 
the same purpose ; and he would have thought it 
profanation to allow any other pleasure or employ- 
ment to intrude on the time he had consecrated to 
Gk)d. Once when a large party was at his house, 
consisting of foreigners and other persons of dif- 
ferent religious persuasions, a servant entered the 
room at the usual hour, and said to his master, 
with a respectful bow, * My lord, all things are 
ready.' On which the bishop immediately arose, 
and politely apologised to the company for leaving 
them, saying that he was * going to pray with his 
people.' This singular interruption to their festi- 
vities had Such an effect on his guests, that they 
rose like one man from the table, and followed 
their entertainer to the chapel." 

27. This excellent man's life was prolonged to 
the ninety-third year of his age, and the fifty- 
eighth of his episcopate, when he gently expired in 
March, 1755. " He was succeeded, and worthilY 
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SO," says his biographer, the Rev. C. Cruttwell, 
" by Dr. Mark Hildesley : who made it the great 
and invariable rule of his conduct through his 
whole episcopate, to tread as nearly as possible in 
the steps of his excellent predecessor, though he 
often lamented his inferiority, and the peculiarity 
of his situation in immediately following a man so 
remarkable for his piety and charity." What 
therefore has been said of the former's habits of 
" Daily Prayer," is applicable to the latter. But 
in connection with those habits may be here par- 
ticularly mentioned two of the last incidents of his 
life: namely, that on Simday, the 29th of No- 
vember, 1772, the day before he was seized with 
his last illness, he not only performed the whole 
duty of the day in his chapel, but also went 
through his customary domestick duties of devo- 
tion with his family and servants; and that the 
next day, Monday, November the 30th, being a holy- 
day, the festival of St. Andrew, he read the ser- 
vice of the day with his household in his chapeL 

Thus during two hundred years and more, we 
have a goodly array of venerable Archbishops 
and Bishops of the Church, seconding and sup- 
porting, by various forms of admonition and ex- 
ample, the Church's prescript Orders for Daily 
Worship, notwithstanding such impediments as we 
shall hereafter see to have been raised in their way. 
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Section X. 

The CkurcKs Daily Prayer^ inculcatgd by Precepts 
of parochial Clergy. 

Nor, fourthly, have there been wanting pastors 
and ministers of inferior degree, to inculcate the 
like lessons on the people. 

1. And here I would first invite attention to a 
valuable practical Treatise, first published in the 
year 1657, under the Title of The whole Duty of 
Marty supposed by some to have been written by 
Dr. Hammond, but certainly approved and recom- 
mended ibr general benefit by that very devout, 
wise, and humble divine. Having enumerated 
the several parts of Prayer, and observed that all 
of them are to be used both publickly and privately, 
speaking at the same time generally concerning 
the Prayers of the Church, and not restricting 
them to the Lord's day, he proceeds: " The pub- 
lick use of the several parts is first in the Church, 
where all meet to join in those prayers, wherein 
they are in common concerned. And in this 
(where the Prayers are such as they ought to be) 
we should be very constant, there being an espe- 
cial blessing promised to the joint requests of the 
faithful And he that without a necessary cause 
absents himself from such publick prayers, cuts 



82 ISAAC BABBOW. 

himself off from the Church ; which hath always 
been thought so unhappy a thing, that it is the 
greatest punishment the governors of the Church 
can lay upoif the worst offender: and therefore 
it is a strange madness for men to inflict it upon 
themselves.'' 

2. Again, let me lay before the reader a few 
explanatory and hortatory words from a sermon of 
the "incomparable Isaac Barrow," "the best scholar 
in England," as he was esteemed by his sovereign 
and his countrymen in the latter part of the 17th 
century ; who, in a discourse on the Apostle's pre- 
cept " Pray without ceasing," lays down this as 
one of the most emphatical senses of the phrase. 
" More especially this precept maybe supposed to 
exact from us a compliance in carefully observing 
the times of devotion ordained by publick autho- 
rity or settled by general custom. This in a 
popular and legal sense is doing a thing indesinently^ 
when we perform it so often as is required by law 
or custom. So the Apostle to the Hebrews saith 
of * the priests,' that ^ they went always into 
the tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God:' 
^ always,' that is, at all the solemn times ap- 
pointed. And thus of the Apostles it is aflSrmed 
by St. Luke, that * they were continually in the 
temple blessing and praising God :" that is, they 
constantly resorted thither at the stated times of 
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concourse for prayer. This good reason also 
plainly doth injoin." 

** For," as he proceeds, " that the neglecting of 
it is not only a disorderly behaviour in a matter of 
high consequence ; a criminal disregard and diso- 
bedience to authority ; a scandalous contempt of our 
neighbours from whose laudable fashion we dis- 
cost ; a wrongful deserting of the publick, to whose 
good, mainly promoted by the publick worship of 
God, we do owe the contribution of our endeavour: 
but a heinous affiront to Almighty Grod, \^ho is 
thereby plainly dishonoured, and in a manner 
openly disavowed ; a huge prejudice to religion, 
the credit and power whereof, without visible pro- 
fession, exemplary compliance, mutual consent and 
encouragement, cannot be upheld." I must not 
dwell upon the argument which this great theolo- 
gian imfolds at length: and it were needless to 
specify the application of it to the particular 
" orders of the Church's daily Prayers." 

3. Let me rather proceed to cite another argu- 
ment from Archbishop Sharp in his character of a 
parochial minister, who was instituted to the bene- 
fice of St. Giles's in the Fields, London, in 1675, 
and was promoted to the Archbishoprick of York in 
1691, over which metropolitan see he continued to 
preside till his death in 1713. Li a discourse on 
" the Duty and Obligation of having andfe^Q{v>KQ^- 
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ing publick Prayers," he argues for **the great 
reason, nay, the great necessity that is upon 
us, not to make a slight business of the publick 
service of the Church, but to attend it both seri- 
ously and constantly as we have opportunity. 
Sure," he contends, ** none of us will think it an 
indifferent matter, whether we be present at the 
publickPrayers, or whether we be absent. No; if 
we have any regard to the honour of God, if we 
have any regard to our own benefit, if we have 
any regard to the duties which either natural reli- 
gion or Christianity doth oblige us to, we shall 
think ourselves bound to be very diligent and very 
constant in attending the publick service of God. 
And if our circumstances be such, that either we 
have not opportunity of resorting to it, or if, having 
opportunities, our other necessary business and 
way of living will not allow us to attend it ; yet, in 
that case, these considerations will oblige us to 
take care that the worship of God be daily per- 
formed in our families. If we can no more llian 
one day in the week be present at the publick 
assemblies, yet we should every day in the week 
join with the Catholick Church in our own fami- 
lies, in offering up the solenm sacrifice of prayer 
and thanksgiving for ourselves and for all others." 
Concerning which passage, it may be hardly need- 
ful to remark, that, as the writer distinguishes 
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between ptLblick and private Prayers, so also be- 
tween Chttrch and family Prayers, and between 
Prayers every day and one day in the week, in- 
forcing a very diligent, constant, and serious at- 
tendance on the publick " daily Prayers of the 
Churchy'^ whenever we have opportunity. 

4. To this let me add a contemporary exam- 
ple in the conduct of Beveridge, who, having been 
afterwards elevated to the episcopal order as bishop 
of St Asaph, in which see he died in 1707, was 
previously most assiduous in the exercise of his 
functions as a parochial clergyman, and has left 
proof of this in other things, and so especially in 
exhortations to his people concerning " Daily 
Prayer." 

Thus in a sermon, on " The Excellency and 
Usefulness of the Common Prayer," preached at 
the opening of the parish Church of St. Peter's, 
Comhill, in 1681, he admonishes the congregation, 
" Frequent our publick Prayers as often as con- 
veniently you can : the oftener you are at them, 
the better you will like them, and the more you 
will be edified by them ; and therefore do not 
satisfy yourselves with hearing them once a week. 
In this city, as also in many other places of the 
kingdom, especially where there are cathedrals or 
collegiate churches, you may enjoy the benefit of 
them, publickly, every day ; and so ke^^ ^wtt 
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hearts continually in an holy and heavenly frame^ 
and always live as becometh Christians. And, if 
you neglect such opportunities as are now put into 
your hands, you will one day wish you had not ; 
but then wishing will do no good." 

Thus again in his sermon on ^^ The exemplary 
Holiness of the Primitive Christians,'^ he thus 
admonishes the modem disciples of our Lord. " In 
this also ought ye to follow their pious example, 
by being stedfast and constant, not only in your 
private but publick devotions, according to that 
Apostolical form which our Church hath pre- 
scribed, that all the members of it, wheresoever they 
are, might join together with one heart and mind 
in hearing God's holy word, in praying to him, 
and praising his most holy name, not only once or 
twice a week but twice every day in the year, as the 
Church requires. And accordingly, there 'are 
many places in the kingdom, where the prayers 
are now read twice every day, and I heartily wish 
it could be so in this too. Then you would see 
another face of religion among you, than you now 
do : for they, who constantly and devoutly at- 
tended the prayers, would find themselves grow 
wiser and better every day more than other : and 
they, who cannot or will not come, would at least 
be put in mind of their duty, by hearing the bell 
every day calling them to it. In short, I know 
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nothing that can contribute more effectually to 
keep up a due sense of God, and the true Christian 
religion, in any place, than frequent communions 
and * daily prayers.'" 

To this argument, arising out of the conduct of 
the professors of the same religion as our own in 
the first and purest ages, I would add another 
from the same most instructive preacher, founded 
on the conduct of professors of other religions, 
different from and inferior to our own. Dis- 
coursing on the " Advantages of Publick Worship," 
and having alluded to " those pure and spiritual 
joys, which God vouchsafeth to his people in his own 
house, and to none but them," he thus proceeds : 
** All others are altogether unacquainted with them ; 
which being the many, or rather the most, hence it 
comes to pass, that daily Prayers are so much slighted 
and neglected among us, far more, to our shame be 
it spoken, than among any other sort of people in 
the world. The Papists will rise up in judgment 
with this generation, for they every day observe their 
Canonical Hours for praying, at least for that 
which they believe to be so. The Jews will rise 
up in judgment with this generation, for they never 
omitted to offer their daily sacrifices, so long as 
they had an House of God wherein to offer them. 
The Turks shall rise up in judgment with this 
generation, for, when'their priests call the people 
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to prayer, as they do several times every day, they 
immediately run to their Mosqaes or Temples^ and, 
if any offer to stay at home, he is shunned by all, 
as a wicked atheistical wretch. The Heathens will 
rise up in judgment with this generation, for if 
they had such opportunities as we have of praying 
and praising their Almighty Creator eoery day^ 
I doubt not but they would do it far more con- 
stantly, than is done by most of us. What then 
can we expect, but that some severe judgment or 
other will ere long be inflicted on us ? when peo- 
ple generally live as without God in the world, 
notwithstanding the clear discoveries that he hath 
made of himself unto them, and notwithstanding 
the means of grace, which are so constantly admi- 
nistered unto tjiem, but they will not use them." 
5. Together with these pastoral instructions 
of the future Bishop of St. Asaph, let me intro- 
duce the corresponding sentiments of his worthy 
nephew, William Stanley, Dean of that Cathedral, 
in his valuable Tract published about 1688, intitled. 
The Faith and Practice of a Church-^f-England 
Marty whom the author introduces as thus stating 
his observance of the seasons of publick Prayer. 
" I keep constantly to my own parish, on all occa- 
sions, not only on Simdays, but other days, setting 
down this for a rule, that Prayers hinder no busi- 
ness. And if it should once happen that I should 
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suffer a little by it, I am sure it will be abundantly 
recompensed some other way : though commonly 
there is no need of that : for so hath God in mercy 
ordered the world, and men^s concerns in it, that 
a man may easily, at least with a little forecast, 
so order all his business, that there shall be time 
enough both for Publick and Private Devotion." 

Section XL 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer y taught by 
clerical examples. 

Nor have there been wanting those who by their 
examples, as well as precepts, have shown their sense 
of their engagements as to the Church's daily ser- 
vices. The seventeenth century is rich in such 
instances of the devotional piety, as well as of the 
theological learning, of her clerical children. . 

1. Of Richard Hooker, who was a sort of ante- 
past of that century, for he was taken to his rest 
in 1600, surnamed by his coaevals, and comme- 
morated by consent of posterity, as the " learned, 
or judicious, or reverend, or venerable Mr. 
Hooker;'^ and whose piety and humility, and the 
innocency and sanctity of his life, were as remark- 
able and as much admired as his learning : of that 
godly man it is recorded, that as in general 
Chuich-ceremonies he maintBaxvi^^ \ 
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SO9 at an early season of his life, he had shown that 
he observed and knew how to estimate them. For, 
speaking of his residence, as a youth in the 
University of Oxford, Izaak Walton relates, that 
" for his behaviour, amongst other testimonies, 
this still remains of him, that in four years he was 
but twice absent from the chapel prayers; and 
that his behaviour there was such as shewed an 
awfcd reverence of that God, which he then wor- 
shipped and prayed to ; giving all outward testi- 
monies that his affections were set on heavenly 
things. This was his behaviour towards God." 

And of this behaviour, be it observed, as in the 
example of the youthful Timothy, the brightness 
was reflected on his trainers up in the right way. 
For " his parents and master laid a foundation for 
his future happiness by instilling into his soul the 
seeds of piety, those conscientious principles of 
loving and fearing God .... Those seeds of piety 
were so seasonably planted, and so continually 
watered with the daily dew of God's blessed Spirit, 
that his infant virtues grew into such holy habits, 
as did make him grow daily into more and more 
favour both with God and man ; which, with the 
great learning, that he did after attain to, hath 
made Richard Hooker honoured to this, and will 
continue him to be so to succeeding generations." 

2. In the course of the same 17th century, as 
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related by the same Izaak Walton concerning 
John Donne, who died Dean of St. Paul's in 1631, 
it appears that he was buried in that part of St. 
Paul's Cathedral Church, which he had appointed 
for that use some years before his death, and by 
which he passed daily to pay his publick devotions 
\o Almighty God, " who was then served twice a 
day by a publick form of prayer and praises in 
that place." At his return from his customary 
devotions there, accompanied by Church-musick, 
it was his occasional observation to a friend, " that 
he always returned from paying this publick duty 
of prayer and praise to God, with an unexpressible 
tranquillity of mind, and a willingness to leave the 
world." And ** after this manner," remarks his 
worthy biographer, " did the disciples of our 
Saviour, and the best of Christians, in those ages 
of the Church nearest to his time, offer their 
praises to Almighty God. And the reader of St. 
Augustine's life may there find, that towards his 
dissolution he wept abundantly that the ene- 
mies of Christianity had broke in upon them, 
and profaned their sanctuaries, and because their 
publick hymns and lauds were lost out of their 
churches. And after this manner have many 
devout souls lifted up their hands, and offered 
acceptable services unto Almighty God, where 
Dr. Donne offered his, and now lies buriftd." 
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" But now, O Lord," pathetically exclaims the 
pious rclatcr, writing in the year 1656^ during the 
triumph of the enemies of the Church in the Great 
Rebellion, " But now, O Lord, how is that place 
become desolate I" 

3. In the course of the same century, as related 
also by Izaak Walton, it was the practice of 
George Herbert, " between whom and Dr. Donne 
there was a long and dear friendship, made up by 
such a sympathy of inclinations that they coveted 
and joyed to be in each other's company ; " it was 
George Herbert's practice, I say, to appear con- 
stantly at the church prayers in the country 
village of Bemerton, near Salisbury, of which he 
was the incmnbent : " and for the time of his 
appearing, it was strictly at the canonical hours of 
ten and four ; and then and there he lifted up pure 
and charitable hands to God in the midst of the 
congregation."' And so " he continued to read 
prayers constantly twice every ^day^ though he were 
very weak," even after ** a consumption confined 
him to his house or the adjoining chapel: " until at 
the solicitation of his wife, who observed him to 
read in pain, and that it wasted his spirits and 
weakened him, " he. appointed his curate to read 
the prayers for him on the morrow, and thence- 
forth became only a hearer of them till his death," 
about 1634. And here it may be not unimportant 
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to remark, that he so long continued this pracfi^^, 
and in the end so reluctantly relinquished it, be- 
cause, as he declared, " his life could not be better 
spent, than in the service of his master Jesus, who 
had done and suffered so much for him." 

4. From the language of the same invaluable 
biographer it appears, that the publick practice of 
reading prayers every day, " this happy employ- 
ment," as he terms it in Herbert's case, was ob- 
served by Sanderson also, in 1619 "the hmnble 
and learned Dr. Sanderson," then a parish priest, 
afterwards a bishop, in the small country town of 
Boothby Pannel. In private it was " his constant 
practice every morning to entertain his first waking 
thoughts with a repetition of those very psalms, 
that the Church hath appointed to be read in the 
daily morning service ; and, having at night laid 
him in his bed, he as constantly closed his eyes 
with a repetition of those appointed for the service 
of the evening, remembering and repeating the very 
psalms appointed for every day." And in his 
retirement, before his death, in 1662, he " had the 
church prayers read in his chamber twice every 
day." 

5. Of Hammond, the Conmientator on the 
Psalms and on the New Testament, Bishop Fell, his 
biographer, informs us, that in his country rectory 
of Penshurst, " the offices of prayer he had iiv\»& 
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church, not only upon the Sundays and Festivals 
and their eves, as also Wednesdays and Fridays, 
according to the appointment of the Bubrick^ but 
every day in the week^ and twice on Saturdays 
and holy-day eves : for his assistance wherein he 
kept a curate, and allowed him a comfortable 



6. Fell himself, a student of Christ Church, 
Oxford, of which see he in after life became bishop, 
being dispossessed of his studentship by the Par- 
liamentary Visitors, in 1648, lived in retirement, as 
recorded in Walker's Account of the Sufferings 
of the Clergy in the Great Rebellion ; and there 
with Dolben, afterwards Archbishop of York, and 
Allestry, two other ejected students of the same 
college, " he kept up the daily orders, devotions, 
and ceremonies of the Church of England, for 
such of the afflicted royalists as remained in the 
University." And, having been made Dean of 
Christchurch soon after the Restoration, he set 
himself to improve his college in learning and true 
religion : and, for a " good example to the young 
men in religious matters, he constantly frequented 
the publick Prayers, besides the private prayers 
in his family, four times a day ; being a most zea- 
lous favourer of the Church of England, and most 
exact in the performance of its orders." 

7. Contemporaneously with Fell, Dolben, and 
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Allestry, Greorge Wilde was ejected from his 
fellowship of St John's Collie, Oxford; and 
^ during part of the usurpation kept up a religious 
meeting for the Loyalists in Fleet Street, London, 
where the whole service of the Church of England 
was constantly and solemnly performed.'' Li the 
diocese of Deny, to the bishoprick of which he 
was raised at the Restoration, he afterwards esta- 
blished a character for exemplary piety, extensive 
charity, and religious conversation. 

8. During the same time of persecution, Thomas 
Fuller, author of the Church History of Britain, 
was driven from his Lectiureship at the Savoy in 
the beginning of the Rebellion, for refusing the 
Solemn League and Covenant ; and forced to fly 
for his safety : but " being well reconmiended to 
Sir Ralph Hopton in 1643, he was admitted by 
him in quality of Chaplain, for which employment 
he was quite at liberty, being deprived of all other 
preferment. And now,'^ (as related in the Bio^ 
graphical Dictionary, 1798,) "attending the army 
from place to place, he constantly exercised his 
duty as chaplain i" in the exercise of which duty 
he appears to have followed the regular "orders of 
the Church," as may be inferred from an observa- 
tion in his Crood Thoughts in bad Times, printed at 
Exeter, where he was in attendance on the army 
in 1645 : " Lord, when in my daily service I read 



96 GEORGE MORLEY. JOHN COSIN. 

David's Psalms, give me to alter the accent of my 
soul according to their several subjects." 

9. In the same time of affliction, George Morley, 
a favourite Chaplain of the royal Martyr, and after- 
wards bishop of Winchester, performed daily with 
his family in secrecy the duly appointed, but un^- 
lawfully proscribed, service of the Church : and, 
when compelled to quit his country and take re- 
fuge beyond seas, he retired to Antwerp, " where," 
we are told by Anthony Wood, " he read the 
service of the Church of England, about three or 
four years, twice every day, catechising once a 
week, and administering the holy conununion once 
a month to all the English in the town who would 
come to it ; as he did afterwards at Breda for four 
years together." 

10. About the same period, John Cosin, being de- 
prived of his Deanery of Peterborough, and plun- 
dered of all his property, was forced to take refuge 
from further persecution in France: in which 
country, " whilst he continued under this exile at 
Charenton near Paris, he kept up the English 
Church-Discipline and Worship by the Common 
Prayer," as Walker relates, in his Sufferings of 
the Clergy, But it was not without opposition 
and interruption, that he was enabled, to accom- 
plish this duty. For on the arrival of Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
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chequer as he then was, at Paris, " he found the 
Queen's own family in some disorder, upon some 
declaration she had made, that the Protestant 
Chaplain ^should be no more permitted to perform 
his function in the Louvre; where the Queen's 
Court resided, and where there was a lower room, 
which had been always used as a chapel from the 
time of the Prince's first coming hither, to that 
time ; and where, twice a day, the Common Prayer 
was read to those who were Protestants in 
both families ; and now the Queen had signified 
to Dr. Cosin, (who was the Chaplain assigned by 
the late King, to attend in her Majesty's family 
for the Protestant part of it,) that he should be no 
more permitted to have the use of that room." By 
the remonstrances, however, of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, the hindrance was removed; 
and so Dr. Cosin continued the Common Prayer 
twice a day ; such too had been his use of the 
daily Prayers, when Prebendary of Durham, be- 
fore his promotion to the Deanery of Peterborough: 
in which latter Cathedral " he was the first Person 
that read Common Prayer ' after the King's Kesto- 
ration. And after his promotion to the bishoprick 
of Durham his imdeviating attachment to the same 
holy worship was attested, as by other acts of mu- 
nificence, so by the erection of a chapel in the 
episcopal residence of Auckland Castle, iot \5ft». 
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daily celebration of the Church's appointed wor- 
ship. 

11. Of Edward Pocock, the great Oriental 
scholar, we learn from his Life^ written by Dr. 
Twells, that " in the publick duties of religion he 
was very punctual ; " so that, not to insist upon his 
great diligence and faithfulness as a country cler- 
gyman, ** all the time he resided at Christ Church, 
Oxford, where he was a Canon, which was more 
than thirty years, he was seldom absent from Ca- 
thedral Prayers, oft frequenting them, when he was 
not thought well enough to go abroad upon any 
other occasion :" or, as the case is stated by the 
celebrated Mr. Locke, in materials collected by 
him for the history of Dr. Pocock's life, " The 
Christian world is a witness of his great learning, 
which the works he published would not suffer to 
be concealed : nor could his devotion and piety be 
hid, and be unobserved in a College, where his con- 
stant and regular assisting at the Cathedral service, 
never interrupted by sharpness of weather, and 
scarce restrained by downright want of health, 
shewed the temper and disposition of his mind." 

12. Together with the names of these " famous 
men," ** whose praise is in all the Churches," I am 
fain to associate those of two others, of less illus- 
trious note, but apparently of not less substantial 
worthiness, selected from the long Catalogue of 
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those who are recorded in Walker's Account of 
the Sufferings of the Clergy of the Church of Eng^ 
land. Like Sanderson and Hammond, like Fell, 
and Dolben, and Allestry, like Cosin, and Fuller, 
and Wylde, like Morley and Pocock, the men, 
whom I am about to mention, were, under the 
tyranny of the '* Grand Rebellion," despoiled of 
their benefices, and cast adrift upon the world, by 
reason of their zeal and fidelity to the Chjiirch; 
testified, as by other examples, so especially by 
their due performance of the charge which she 
injoined upon them in the particular now under our 
consideration. 

Of these. Dr. Peter Samwaies, who had been 
Vicar of Cheshunt in Hertfordshire before the 
Kebellion, became afterwards rector of Bedel and 
Wath in Yorkshire, and Prebendary of York, 
preferring these inferior ministerial functions to 
the government of the diocese of Bath and Wells, 
which bishoprick he was pressed, but refused, to 
accept. He was intimately acquainted and corre- 
sponded with the most eminent persons for piety 
and learning: particularly Archbishop Ussher, 
Dr. Isaac Barrow, and Archbishop Bancroft, with., 
whom he always lodged at the Palace at Lam- 
beth, whenever he came to London. His zeal 
for the Church, says Walker, both against Popery 
and Fanaticism, is most clearly evident froixv^Jcka 
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following passages of his last Will and Testament. 
*^ Whereas it has been my lot, through the gra- 
cious Providence of God, to have received my 
Baptism in the Communion of the Church of 
England, I do profess myself infinitely obliged to 
the goodness of God in this behalf: and I bless his 
holy name for preserving me, from the dangerous 
errors of the Church of Bome on the one hand, 
and from the schism which hath been made by 
contentious persons amongst ourselves on the 
other. I do believe the settlement of our Church, 
under the government, discipline, and distinct 
orders of Bishops, Presbyters, and Deacons, to be 
most agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, and con- 
formable to the practice of the Primitive Church, 
immediately after the Apostolical times; and that 
they who made, and still continue to keep wide, 
the great breach amongst us, to the destruction, 
as much as in them lies, of this government, 
highly sinned against God, and shall bear their 
burden, except they repent, and return to the 
Unity of our Church, which I pray God they 
may timely do." 

Of his theological attainments and principles 
he published a few specimens, much esteemed at 
the time as evidence of his knowledge of the 
writings of the Fathers, as well as of his sound 
instruction in holy Scripture, his clear perception 
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of the Bomish Apostacy, Heresy, and Schism, 
and his meditative, devout, and penitential spirit. 
In the exercise of his ministry he was exem- 
plary: he resided continually on his preferments, 
his constant practice being to preach in the morn- 
ings, and to expound the gospel of the day for 
the afternoons; and during Lent to catechise the 
children, and to expound the Catechism instead 
of the Gospel of the day; and for the permanent 
instruction of the poor children of the parish of 
Wath, he built at a large expense a school-house, 
and endowed it with a salary for a schoolmaster, 
whom he appointed to be a clergyman that had 
taken the degree of st Master of Arts, and pro- 
vided that the education of the children be ac- 
cording to the principles of the protestant reli- 
gion, then established in the kingdom. In his 
parish churches he instituted a monthly Commu- 
nion, at Bedel the first Sunday, and at Wath the 
second, which he constantly administered himself. 
** He never would condescend," as is remarked by 
Walker, "notwithstanding his great abilities, to 
preach or expound without notes, which he be- 
queathed by his will to his two curates at Bedel 
and Wath, with all his other Manuscripts." 
Finally, his affection for the Church of England 
was evident from his constant observance of its 
rules and orders; "insomuch that he was ejected 
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from his vicarage of Cheshunt, though his ene- 
mies would frankly own, that he was a very good 
man, and that they had no objection against him 
but that he would read the Common Prayer, 
which he had been heard to say himself;" and 
afterwards, on his restoration to his ministerial 
functions, ^4t was his constant practice during 
his residence at Bedel, which was for thirty-two 
years, as his curate said in his sermon at his 
funeral, to have Prayers twice a day, both at 
Church and in his Family, and he is known to 
have spent no small time in his closet devotions." 

Had it fallen to the lot of this excellent man to 
be acquainted with such an honest Chronicler as 
Izaak Walton, he would probably have taken the 
same rank, which is occupied in publick estima- 
tion by those, who were the subjects of the in- 
valuable narratives of that good old biographer. 
As it is, the character, perhaps the name, of Peter 
Samwaies, is but little known even to those who 
are generally acquainted with our Church His- 
tory: and therefore, in citing his constant observ- 
ance of the Church's rules and ordinances, espe- 
cially in regard to our immediate subject, the 
foregoing representation of his character has been 
judged likely to be acceptable and useful. 

13. With respect to the other diligent clergy- 
man, to whom I alluded, an obscure and humble 



LEWIS ALCOCK. 103 

man, though chaplain to the Earl of Southampton 
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and little per- 
haps known even in his own time beyond the 
precincts of his retired rural parish, and still less 
known to posterity by any extraordinary exer- 
tions, or by any monmnents of literary fame, a 
more brief exposition will be sufficient. 

Of Lewis Alcock, then. Rector of the small 
parish of North Stoneham in Hampshire, of which 
he had been possessed about fifty-five years before 
he was deprived of it by the Parliamentary 
sequestrators in 1645, it is related by the Histo- 
rian of "the Sufferings of the Clergy," that "he 
was a person of a sober, pious, and very exem- 
plary conversation: a wise, pacifick man, a famous 
arbitrator and composer of differences to prevent 
suits of law, and never was himself engaged in 
any." And then follows his professional charac- 
ter, in particular relation to our present business. 
" I have been told by a very sensible honest man, 
who was his chief servant for several years, that 
he was a strict conscientious observer of the Ku- 
bricks of the Church: according to which it was 
his constant practice, when he was able, to read 
Prayers every day in his Church, and even in the 
winter, in the coldest and worst weather; and 
when he was very old and infirm, he would every 
morning go with his whole family to the church, 
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betwixt five and six of the clock: and, after divine 
service was over, iu.liis way home, which is at some 
distance from the church, he would give his ser- 
vants directions for the business of the day," 

Of one, so observant of his publick religious 
duty, it is but in due course to be stated, that 
" he was very eminent for his generous, regular 
hospitality; but more for his great charity to the 
poor: many of whose children he took into his 
family, bred them up, and provided for them. 
And his way was to have a hogshead of wheat, 
and another of pease or barley, to stand in his 
hall; out of which he would liberally ^ve to the 
poor housekeepers of his parish; and when his 
hogsheads were empty, he would still fill them 
again for the same use." 

What however falls more regularly in with the 
course of the previous narrative, is the simple 
report, which the Historian adds concerning the 
sacred place of his daily resort and ministrations. 
" This Church, which he made so good use of, 
was new built in his time. He gave four hundred 
pounds and upwards towards the building of it, 
as we have it upon his mean tomb in the Church: 
and besides, at his own charge, he fenced the 
Church-yard with a strong brick wall, decently 
coped with large Purbeck stone. 'Tis but a little 
church, the parish being very small: but by the 
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charge he himself was at, by his advice, direction, 
and care, it is one of the strongest, best built, 
most beautiful churches, of any country Church- 
in the country." 

14. So much for individual clergymen, who, like 
the Bishops Andrewes and Overall, " understood 
and loved the Church." And the like faithful 
attachment to her " orders "^ in individuals was 
shown by a large body of the Clergy, both in 
their parochial and in their capitular capacities, a& 
transmitted to posterity in the scanty annals of 
the Irish Church, at the same momentous asra; 
for when, 1647, the Parliamentary Commissioners^ 
of England endeavoured to force upon Ireland 
the Directory, as a substitute for the Book of 
Common Prayer, the clergy of Dublin resisted 
the attempt, with expressions of their "grief at 
heart, on their own accoimt and for their people, 
fjpr the want of the daily accustomed service of 
God, in the two cathedrals and the parish churches 
of the city, and for the people being of late de- 
prived of them and of their ministry." 

The Declaration was signed by eighteen digni- 
taries: of whom one was at the time, and three 
others afterwards became, members of the epis- 
copal order, including the honoured nam^s of Mar- 
getson^ Archbishop of Armagh, andEdward Synge, 
Bishop of Limerick, and afterwaidja ot Qj<3^s 
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Clojme, and Ross : of the latter of whom we have 
it on record in Habbis^s edition of Wake's Lives 
of the Irish Bishops, that "from the year 1647, 
during the remainder of the Usurpation, he con- 
stantly resided on some preferment in the county 
of Donegall, and continued to use the Common 
Prayer in all the publick offices of his ministry^ 
notwithstanding the severe injunctions of the 
Commissioners of the English Parliament against 
it Several complaints were made of his contempt 
of the order of Government. But by the interest, 
which his persuasive letters upon that occasion 
had procured him with a functionary under the 
Usurpers, the intended prosecutions against him 
were stopped; and he was permitted to use the 
Common Prayer ever afterwards, which he con- 
stantly did, not only in his own, but also in the 
neighbouring parishes, until after the Restoration." 

Memoirs of the Irish Parochial Clergy, exem- 
plifying their conduct in their pastoral care, if 
they exist, have fallen but little within my obser- 
vation: but this authentick testimony to the 
fidelity of a large and respectable body is honour- 
able to it, and to the individuals composing it, 
and reflects credit on the discipline of the Church 
and the piety of her people. 

15. Such of these exemplary clergymen as sur- 
vived the Restoration, no doubt resumed "the 
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acctistomed daily service of God" in their cathe- 
dral and parish churches, in common with their 
English brethren, whose professional fidelity has 
been already commemorated. To these may be 
now joined Simon Patrick, the Commentator on 
the Old Testament, who was instituted to the 
populous parish of St. Paul's, Covent Garden, 
London, in 1662, where he celebrated divine ser- 
vice daily, at ten in the morning and three in the 
afternoon: to which were subsequently added 
services " at six o'clock in the morning, and seven 
at night in summer time, (before trading began 
and when it was done) that servants might resort 
unto them: which they did," adds the narrator, 
**and I hope will continue to do. The other 
prayers also still continue at ten and three, to 
which the gentry and better sort of people, who 
maintain them, are wont to come." This account, 
taken from the Auto-biography of the Bishop, as 
he afterwards became, shows his value for those 
services. His sense of the Clergyman's duty to 
perform them appears from the fact, as remarked 
by the Editor and continuator of the account of 
his Life, that ^^for many years he supplied his 
church twice a day," until "relieved by an as- 
sistant." And his sense of the people's duty to 
attend these services may be understood from his 
Parable of the Pilgrimy whom he thus admonishes: 



108 MICHAEL HEWETSON. 

" Of this you must take great care, to stir up 
yourself to a continual attendance upon the pub- 
lick service of God, for that is a necessary ac- 
knowledgment of his supreme authority and 
dominion in the world. And, though you feel 
yourself indisposed, dull and heavy at certain 
times in these addresses, yet there is this good 
always done: that by your very presence there you 
have paid part of your homage to him; have owned 
him to be your Lord and Govemour ; and confessed 
that he is worthy of all honour and service." 

16. If our course of observation on Bishop 
Wilson had not led us to anticipate the subject, 
this would be the proper place for dwelling on 
the merits of another Irish Presbyter, Michael 
Hewetson, Archdeacon of Kildare, than whom no 
one is more to be commended for a punctual dis- 
charge of his ordination vows in a dutiful obe- 
dience to the Church's Orders, and who was 
peculiarly honoured in being the instrument for 
training his excellent pupil, that future pattern 
of a Christian Bishop, in the like conscientious 
allegiance. 

17. We pass on then to two other English dig- 
nitaries. 

Of these one was *^ the Reverend and Learned 
Dr. William Hopkins," as he is described in the 
Title Page of a Volume of Sermons, published in 
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J 708, having been Prebendary of the Cathedral 
Church of Worcester from 1675 to 1700. From 
a Preface, containing a short Account of his Life 
by Dr. Hickes, it appears that he was greatly 
esteemed in early life by Pell, Bishop of Oxford, 
" upon accoimt of his great virtue and learning ; '* 
and in later life by Stillingfleet, Bishop of Wor- 
cester, as well as by other distinguished divines, 
for his "most learned and judicious" edition and 
translation of Bertram, or Ratram, concerning 
the Body and Blood of the Lord^ in disproof of the 
Bomish doctrine of transubstantiation, a treatise 
for which there was too much occasion at the 
time of its publication in 1688. His intellectual 
powers were equalled by his religious and moral 
qualities, which were many and eminent; espe- 
cially " his piety was apparent to the world, in 
his constant and devout attendance on divine ser- 
vice, generally thrice, always twice, every day." 
And agreeable to this were his private devotions, 
particularly during his last sickness, "which he 
bore with all exemplary patience and submission 
to the will of God;" "taking his part in the 
prayers of his friends, though it much affected hiB 
head;" and "spending all the time, when others 
did not pray by him, in holy ejaculations and pious 
expressions, whilst he was ^hastening,' in his own 
emphatical phrase, ^ to the kingdom of spiritaJ " 
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18. The other was a Canon of Christ Church, 
Oxford, Richard Newton, Founder and Prin- 
cipal of Hertford CoUege, who died in 1753, at 
the advanced age of seventy-seven: old enough 
therefore to have inhaled in his childhood the 
spirit of " seemliness and due order," which ani- 
mated the worthies of the former age, and which 
was permanently lively and active in him also. 
By Compton, Bishop of London, he had been 
collated to the rectory of Sudbury in Northamp- 
tonshire, " where he resided," as related by a cor- 
respondent of the GentlemarCs Magazine^ "for some 
years, and during his residence discharged all the 
parts of his office as a parish minister, with 
exemplary care and fidelity. Amongst other 
particulars he read the evening prayers of the 
Liturgy at his church on the week-day evenings, 
at seven of the clock, for the benefit of his 
parishioners, such as could then assemble for 
publick devotions. And when he left the place, 
returning again to Oxford, about 1724, he in- 
joined his respective curates successively, three 
worthy men, to keep up the same good rule, 
which they faithfully observed." On the same 
authority he is stated to have been *^ a true friend 
to religion, the university, and the clergy; a man 
of exemplary piety and extensive charity; doing 
his duty as became a good governor, and a friend 
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to useful discipline and learning; eminent for his 
qualities as a preacher^ in which capacity no one 
man was so often called forth as he, in the latter 
end of Queen Anne's time, and in the beginning 
of King George the First's; most orderly and 
exact in his family at Launsden Grange, a small 
patrimonial property, as well as in his college; 
and reading prayers constantly there morning 
and evening, being select parts of the publick 
Liturgy, and on Wednesdays and Fridays the 
Litany only." 

19. I close this section with an example, which 

should have rather been introduced in the 9th 

section, together with other episcopal testimonies 

in ftirtherance of the Church's Orders for Daily 

Prayer: namely, that of Hugh Boulter, who wa$ 

translated from the Bishoprick of Bristol, in 1724, 

to the Archbishoprick of Armagh and Primacy of 

Ireland, in which he continued till his death in 

'742. Amongst numerous acts of munificence 

IT the benefit of the Church, this is recorded: 

lat, in default of an adequate provision for the 

inisterial duties of the place of his residence, he 

pointed at his own expense an additional curate 

th the special obligation of "celebrating divine 

vice the afternoon of eveiy Lord's day, and of 

ling Morning and Evening Prayer daily, on 

y other day of the week." 
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Section XIL 

The Churches Daily Prayer, practised by Clergy- 
mevUs Families, 

And let it not be omitted, that, in some of the 
instances of the venerable men lately recited, 
there are not wanting examples upon record, as 
doubtless there are many more not recorded, un- 
less in God's book, of their households being 
associated with them in these holy diurnal exer- 
cises. 

1. In the account which has been just given of 
the indefatigable Rector of North Stoneham, it 
will not have escaped our notice, that he every 
morning took his whole Family with him to 
"daily Prayers" in the Parish Church. But, 
although he was for a little while a married man^ 
he never had a child, nor does he appear to have 
had any relations residing with him. So that as 
his companions to God's House must be under- 
stood, together with his wife, his household ser- 
vants, including those "children of the poor, 
whom he had taken into his family, and bred 
them up, and provided for them,'* to whom, as a 
Christian master, he thus " gave that which was 
just and equal, remembering that he also had a 
Master in heaven." 
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2. By Bishop Fell it is related in his Life of 
Hammond, that at his publick daily devotions 
*^he took order that his family should give dili- 
gent and exemplary attendance; which/' adds the 
biographer, " was the easilier performed, it being 
guided by his mother, a woman of ancient virtue, 
and one to whom he paid a more than filial obe- 
dience." 

3. And, with respect to the excellent George 
Herbert, his attendance " with his wife, and his 
three nieces, and his whole family, twice every 
day at the Church prayers," is specified by Izaak 
Walton: and "there," adds his worthy bio- 
grapher, "by that inward devotion, which he 
testified constantly by an hmnble behaviour and 
visible adoration, he, like Joshua, brought not 
only ^ his own household thus to serve the Lord,' 
but brought most of his parishioners, and many 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood, constantly to 
make part of his congregation twice a day; and 
some of the meaner sort of his parish did so love 
and reverence Mr. Herbert, that they would let 
their plough rest when Mr. Herbert's Saint's bell 
rung to prayers, that they might also offer their 
devotions to God with him, and would then return 
back to their plough. And his most holy life was 
such, that it begot such reverence to God and to 
him, that they thought themselves happier, v?\3k&\^ 

B. Q. \ 
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they carried Mr. Herbert's blessing back with 
them to their labour. Thus powerful was his 
reason and example to persuade others to a prac- 
tical piety and devotion." 



Section XIII. 
TJie ChurcKs Daily Prayer^ attended by Laymen. 

Nor have there been wanting other pious ky- 
raen, who have co-operated with their pastors, 
and have borne lively and lasting testimony to 
the value of this holy work; by various ways, 
such as their several circumstances allowed, whe- 
ther of their own publick devotions; or of in- 
struction, advice, encouragement, and opportuni- 
ties, given by them to others for their attendance 
also on the Church's " Daily Prayers." 

1. Such a man was Sir Henry Sydney, "B[night 
of the most noble Order, Lord President of the 
Council in the Principality of Wales, and Marches 
of the same, and General Deputy of the realm of 
Ireland," in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. " That 
he was the father of Sir Philip Sydney," has been 
well observed in Miss Aikin's Life of Q. Eliza- 
hethy "was the least of his praises: and it may be 
cited as one of the caprices of fame, that he should 
be remembered by his son, rather than his son by 
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him. Those qualities, which in Sir Philip could 
afford little but the promise of active virtue, were 
brought in Sir Henry to the test of actual perform- 
ance: and lasting monuments of his wisdom and 
his goodness remain in the institutions by which 
he softened the barbarism of Wales, and appeased 
the more dangerous turbulence of Ireland by pro- 
moting civilization." The improvement however, 
at which this excellent Governor chiefly aimed, 
was the advancement of religion by increasing the 
sacred buildings, the ministers, and the oppor- 
tunities of worship, of the Church. In personal 
attendance upon these, his own conduct was ex- 
emplary: and of this an instance was supplied at 
Jiudlow Castle, where he resided as Lord Presi- 
dent of Wales, and repaired the Chapel, which 
had been suffered to fall into neglect and decay, 
but which he, as the poet Churchyard, in his 
Wbrthiness of Waksy records, had made "most 
trim and 'costly sure." "The Chaplain had a 
yearly, fee of £50, with a diet for himself and 
one servant," according to a note in Archdeacon 
Todd's edition of Milton's Comus. And that 
the ministrations of the Chapel were duly con- 
ducted, may be inferred, principally from the 
Governor's character and station, and incidentally 
from the fact, that in 1650, about ninety years 
after Sir Henry Sydney had been made Presideiat^ 
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when by order of Parliament the goods of the 
castle were inventoried and sold, amongst other 
articles " in the Grovemor's Quarter," there were 
found "one large old Bible," *^one old surplice of 
holland," and "a pulpit cloth, and a carpet of old 
crimson velvet, and 7 old cushions:" reliques ap- 
parently of the furniture, which had been used in 
the former age for the stated worship of the Lord 
President and his household. 

But in order to a clearer imderstanding and 
fuller satisfaction, as to this example of Sir Henry 
Sydney, and one or two others which will pre- 
sently occur, regard should be had to the common 
and acknowledged usage of the time in persons 
of rank and station ; and this will be explained by 
the instance which is now to follow. 

2. Such a man, then, was Henry Herbert, se- 
cond Earl of Pembroke, the son-in-law of Sir 
Henry Sydney, by marrying in 1576 with his 
daughter, the celebrated pious and virtuous lady, 
known by Ben Jonson's commemoration of her, 

as 

the subject of all verse. 

In his Dialogues on Various Subjects, Gil- 
pin enters on " a Defence of the Polite Arts,*' 
the supposed interlocutors being the Lord Treasu- 
rer Burleigh and Sir Philip Sydney, who, meet- 
ing together on a visit in 1581, at Wilton, the 
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seat of the Earl of Pembroke, are represented as 
engaged ^^ before chapel" in a conversation, which 
is resumed and continued " after chapel." " Wil- 
ton House was then," says the writer, "as every 
great house ought to be, the mansion of perfect 
ease and liberty. Every guest was master of his 
own time. At eight in the morning, and at six 
in the evening, the chapel bell rang, as was cus- 
tomary in noblemen's houses at that time: and it 
was rather remarked, if any company in the 
house, who were not known to be otherwise en- 
gaged, made a practice of omitting to appear at 
prayers. The Earl of Pembroke was a serious, 
at least, a decent man.^* (In Granger's Biogra- 
phical History of England he is described as " a 
great friend and patron of religion and learning." 
He was in signal favour with Q. Elizabeth, being 
K. G. and Lord President of Wales; and no 
h^her testimony can be borne to his character 
than is implied in the approbation of Sir Henry 
Sydney in contemplation of the marriage, who, as 
related in Zouch's Life of Sir Philip Sydneyy 
" protested before the Almighty God, that if he 
and all the powers on earth would give him his 
choice of a husband for her, he would choose the 
Earl of Pembroke.*') " The Countess, Sur Philip's 
sister,*' adds Gilpin, " was a lady of great piety. 
The heads of the family, therefore, being thu<a 
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regular, an habitual regularity naturally ran 
through the several departments of it." 

Although the dialogue which gave occasion for 
this narrative is imaginary, tiie narrative itself 
in its reference, whether to the customary prayers 
in noblemen's houses of that period, or to the 
daily service of Wilton House, may be received 
as historically true. And when Lord Burleigh 
and Sir Philip Sydney visited that noble mansion, 
as it is also historically true that they did in 1581, 
they doubtless partook of the regular religious 
devotions of the family, in communion with their 
noble entertainers, whose practice, in unison with 
that of exalted personages in general, thus reflects 
light on the case of the Coimtess's father. 

3. Such a man was the great Francis Bacon, 
who was appointed Solicitor-General by King 
James I. in 1607; Attorney-General in 1613; 
and Lord Keeper of the Great Seal in 1617; 
and in 1618 was constituted Lord High Chan- 
cellor of England, and created in the same year 
Baron of Verulam. Of a man of his pre-eminent 
legal, judicial, literary, and philosophical distinc- 
tion, the opinion on any important subject is 
valuable : it is satisfactory, therefore, that there 
are means of ascertaining his sentiments upon the 
religious institutions of his country, in particular 
relation to the divine services of the ChurcL 
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What was his judgment of the obligation of 
a strict adherence to her *^ orders/^ is evident 
from the following extract from his works, in- 
tituled " The Judicial Charge of Sir Francis 
Bacon, Knt., the King's Solicitor, upon the 
Commission of Oyer and Determiner, held for the 
verge of the Court." 

** For Matter of Division and Breach of Unity 
it is not without a mystery, that Christ's coat 
had no seam, nor no more should the Church if 
it were possible. Therefore, if any minister re- 
fuse to use the Book of Common Prayer, or 
wiMully swerveth in Divine Service from that 
Book, or if any person whatever do scandalize that 
Book, and speak openly and maliciously in dero- 
gation of it ; such men do but make rent in the 
garment, and such are by you to be enquired of 

What was his own practice in relation to these 
** Orders" of the Church, is no less evident from 
the following beautiful and pathetick extract from 
*' a Prayer or Psalm made by the Lord Bacon, 
Chancellor of England." 

** I have loved thy assemblies, I have mourned 
for the divisions of thy Church : I have delighted 
in the brightness of thy Sanctuary. This vine, 
which thy right hand hath planted in this nation ; 
I have ever prayed unto Thee, that it might have 
the first and the latter rain ; and that she might 
stretch her branches to the seas and to \!ick<^ ^o^^* 
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Thy creatures have been my Books, but 

thy Scriptures much more. I have sought thee 
in the courts, fields, and gardens; but I have found 
Thee in thy temples.^' 

And what were his sentiments and his practice 
in relation to " Daily Prayer" in Grod*s sanctuary 
is hardly less evident, fix)m his New AtiantiSy 
as expressed in the following passage, wherein the 
chief of the C!ollege, or "Father of Solomon's 
house,'' describes to the imaginary visitors of the 
island the nature and objects of that institution. 
" We have certain hymns and services, which we 
say daily, of laud and thanks to Grod for his 
marvellous works : and forms of prayers implor- 
ing his aid and blessing for the illumination of 
our labours, and the turning of them into good and 
holy uses." This passage occurs at the conclu- 
sion of the Atlantis^ forming almost the last re- 
cord which " the Father of Solomon's house,*' 
or " the College of the six days' works," gives to 
his visitors, of the rules and habits of his happy 
abode. And, as it shows generally, what, in the 
author's opinion ought to be the habit of the 
Christian's life, shadowing forth, as he did, in 
this fable, or parable, his idea of human perfection, 
so, when taken in connection with the fore-re- 
cited quotations concerning " the Divine Service 
in the Church's Book of Common Prayer,'* and 
Jijs own devotions in "the assemblies of Grod's 
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sanctuary and temples," it specifically bears wit- 
ness to his approbation and observance of the 
Church's daily lauds, thanksgivings, and prayers. 

4. Such a man was the accomplished Sir Henry 
Wotton, Ambassador from K. James I. to the 
republick of Venice, and afterwards Provost of 
Eton College, of whom his biographer, Izaak 
Walton relates, that his "daily" retirement to 
his study, his spending of some hours in reading 
the Bible and authors in divinity, and his closing 
up his meditations with private prayer, was al- 
ways preceded by his " customary publick devo- 
tions." 

5. Such men were Francis and Henry Clifford, 
the fourth and fifth Earls of Cumberland; of 
the former of whom Whitaker, the Historian of 
Craven, relates, that " he was of an amiable dis- 
position, and free from moral stain : hospitable 
and even magnificent in his habits, and uniformly 
charitable throughout a long life ; so that when 
he attended at Skipton Church, which he never 
failed constantly to do, even in the severest 
weather, and when fourscore years old, he had 
always a liberal dole distributed to the poor;*' 
whilst of the latter we have the testimony of 
the Historian of the Great Rebellion, Lord 
Clarendon, that he was highly intelligent and 
accomplished, of great honour and integrity^ ^sid 
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who lived on his estates in the north " with very 
much acceptation and affection from the gentle- 
men and common people.^* His regard for main- 
taining the prescribed offices of religion in his 
family was such as to surmount the obstructions 
presented by circumstances of peculiar perplexity 
and embarrassment, arising out of the siege by the 
parliamentarian army, which rendered the ordi- 
nary place of worship in SMpton Castle unfit 
for its sacred uses. Whitaker, in his History of 
Craven^ gives an account of three inventories of 
family effects belonging to the Cliffords in 1572, 
1592, and 1643. The Great HaU in 1572 had 
been very scantily furnished ; but at the last date 
it exhibited many articles suited to its ordinary 
purposes, with the remarkable addition of " one 
great Church Bible, and one Book of Common 
Prayer." Just before this the Castle had been 
besieged ; and it is the opinion of the Historian 
of Craven, that ^^ the Bible and Book of Common 
Prayer were probably removed out of the chapel, 
which was much exposed to the enemy's fire, 
that the garrison might at least perform their 
devotions without danger.*' 

6. Such a man was Henry Hyde, father of 
Edward Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, of whom his 
son has related, that in 1632, when he was some- 
what advanced in life, "having resolved, some- 
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time before, to leave his residence in the country ' 
and to spend the remainder of his time in Salis- 
bury, he caused a house to be provided for him, 
partly for the neighbourhood of the Cathedral 
Church, where he could perform his devotions 
every day, and where he might be buried." Of 
his character a high estimation may be formed 
from the testimony of his son, ^^ who was often 
heard to say in the time when his condition was 
at highest, that though God Almighty had been 
very propitious to him in raising him to great 
honours and preferments, he did not value any 
honour he had so much, as the being the son of 
such a father and mother, for whose sakes princi- 
pally he thought God had conferred those bless- 
ings upon him." 

7. Such a man was the illustrious Edward 
Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, and Lord Chancellor 
of England himself, who was from a youth trained 
to attendance on the Church's " Daily Prayers,*' 
and throughout life, as testified by him in the 
history which he has left of his own life, was 
" zealously and deliberately fixed in the principles 
both of the doctrine and discipline of the Church 
of England ;" and who inherited from his father 
and bequeathed to his son, as appears from the 
memoirs and correspondence of the latter, not 
only a sound spirit of practical religion^ which. 
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was shown in their well-ordered and exemplary 
lives, but a veneration for the daily service and 
ordinances of the Church. 

And how late in life in a letter to his children 
does he express his own mind upon this subject ? 
*^ In one respect I had much more reason to dedi- 
cate a select part of my time to some pious re- 
collections, by one unhappy circumstance which 
accompanies this my second banishment, which 
I did not sustain in my former, when I was 
never without the daily exercise of my religion, 
in a congregation of the same faith, performed 
by some very learned divine of the Church of 
England, as, during the time of my embassy to 
Spain, I had a worthy and a learned chaplain, 
though he died a little before I came from thence, 
who both preached and prayed, and administered 
the sacraments to my family, according to the 
ordinances of that Church : whereas, to my un- 
speakable discomfort, during the whole time of 
my second banishment I have been without a 
chaplain, and consequently without any exercise 
of that religion which I have always embraced 
with my soul, and in which I desire to die, how 
destitute soever I may be of the exercise of it at 
my death." 

8. Such men were William Cavendish, Earl 
and afterwards Marquis of Newcastle, and Sir 
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Charles Cavendish, his brother: the former, ac- 
cording to Lord Clarendon, " a person well-bred, 
and of a full and plentiful fortune ; who had been 
chosen by King Charles I. to be governor of 
the Prince of Wales, a man of great courage, 
and signal fidelity to the Crown : " the latter, on 
the same authority, " one of the most extraor- 
dinary persons of that age in all the noble endow- 
ments of the mind .... Above all, his virtue 
and piety were such, that no temptation could 
work upon him to consent to any thing, that 
swerved in the least degree from the precise rules 
of honour, or the most severe rules of conscience." 
These distinguished men, with the Earl of Nor- 
wich and others, of whom these were the principal, 
in after-life, when the loyal and the good were 
driven to take refuge on the Continent, profited 
by " the privileges and exemptions, which Lord 
Clarendon enjoyed at Antwerp, as Ambassador of 
King Charles IL, especially the freedom of his 
chapel, not only for his own devotions, but for the 
resort of all the Protestants, who were then in the 
town;" and so the Marquis and his brother, with 
the others, " came always on the Sundays, and 
frequently on the week days, to the Common 
Prayer, to the grief of many English and Lish 
Koman Catholicks; who used all the malicious 
artifices they could to procure that liberty to be 
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restrained ; and which could not have been enjoyed 
under any other concession, than by the Privilege 
of an Ambassador." 

7. Such a man was Henry Somerset, last Earl 
and first Marquis of Worcester, who with incor- 
ruptible loyalty, generosity the most disinterested, 
and princely munificence, welcomed his persecuted 
Sovereign once and again to the hospitality of Rag- 
land Castle, and, therein, to the services of its duly 
appointed chapel, and the ministrations of its regu- 
lar chaplains. How acceptable these services and 
ministrations must have been to the royal Visitor, 
msff be collected from The Pourtraicture of his 
sacred Majestie in his Solitude and Sufferingsy com- 
monly known as the Ei/c&v BaaiXc/cq {Eikon 
Basiliki ;) and how devoted withal King Charles 
I. was to the " daily orders of the Church." 

5* I see not any reason," he says in the Chapter, 
" Upon the Ordinance against the Common- 
Prayer Book," " why Christians should be weary 
of a well-composed Liturgy, as I hold this to be, 
more than all other things wherein the Constancy 
abates nothing of the excellency and usefulness. 1 
could never see any reason, why any Christian 
should abhor, or be forbidden to use, the same 
Forms of Prayer, since he prays to the same God, 
believes in the same Saviour, professeth the same 
truth, reads the same Scriptures, hath the sajlie 
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duties upon him^ and feels the same daily wants for 
the most part, both inward and outward, which are 
common to the whole Church. Sure we may as 
well beforehand know what we pray, as to whom 
we pray : and in what words, as to what sense : 
when we desire the same things, what hinders we 
may not use the same words ? Our appetites and 
digestion too may be good, when we use, as we 
pray for, our daily bread.^'* 

And in the Chapter, " Upon their denying his 
Majesty the attendance of his Chaplains," he thus 
declares his mind : ^^ I confess I am better pleased, 
as with studied and premeditated sermons, so with 
such publick Forms of Prayer, as are suited to the 
Church's and every Christian's daily and common 
necessities ; because I am by them better assured, 
what I may join my heart unto, than I can be of 
any man's extemporary suflSiciency .... So that 
I must needs seem to all equal minds, with as 
much reason to prefer the service of my own 
Chaplains before that of their ministers, as I do 
the Liturgy before their Directory. In the one I 
have been always educated and exercised : in the 
other I am not yet catechised or acquainted." .... 
And in the Prayer appended to the foregoing: 
" To Thee, therefore, O God, do I direct my now 
solitary Prayers . . . . O look on me Thy servant 
in infinite mercy, whom Thou didst once bkfia-'wVAjL 
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the joint and sociated devotion of others, whose 
fervency might inflame the coldness of my affec- 
tions towards Thee : when we went to, or met in, 
Thy house with the voice of joy and gladness, wor- 
shipping thee in the unity of spirit, and with the 
bond of peace. 

" O forgive the neglect and not improving of 
those happy opportunities !" 

It were well indeed, if they, who, whether as 
ministers or people, of their own choice habitually 
" neglect" and fail to " improve" such " happy 
opportunities" as the Church appoints for their 
going " day by day" into God^s house, and there 
worshipping God with their brethren " in the 
unity of the spirit and in the bond of peace,^' would 
ponder this humble and penitential supplication of 
the desolate and afflicted monarch; and reflect 
with themselves that the time may come, when 
they shall see cause to feel the like penitence, and 
to prefer the like petition for forgiveness ! 

8. Such a man was another Lord President 
of Wales, John Egerton, First Earl of Bridge- 
water, who continued in that honourable and 
important post from 1633 to the beginning of the 
civil war. " His character," says Archdeacon Todd 
in his notes on Milton's Comusy "affords a most 
exemplary object of imitation to men of rank, 
wealth, and talents. He was endowed," according 
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to the inscription on his monument, "with incom- 
parable parts, both natural and acquired : so that 
both art and nature did seem to strive which 
should contribute most towards making him a 
most accomplished gentleman. He had an active 
body, and a vigorous soul; his deportment was 
gracefiil, his discourse excellent, so that he seldom 
spoke but he did either instruct or delight those 
that heard him. He was a profound scholar, an 
able statesman, and a good Christian. He was a 
dutiful son to his mother, the Church of England, 
in her persecution, as well as in her great splendour; 
a loyal subject to his Sovereign in those worst of 
times, when it was accounted treason not to be a 
traitor. As he lived 70 years a pattern of virtue, 
so he died an example of patience and piety." 
Ludlow Castle at this time still contained its 
" goodly" and venerable chapel, with its regular 
Chaplain, and suitable fiirniture for the Churches 
appointed ministrations; so that it can hardly be 
questioned, that by so " good a Christian," so 
*^ dutiful a son of the Church," as Lord Bridge- 
water, her orders were executed, as they had been 
under similar circumstances by Sir Henry Sydney, 
who has been already spoken of with honour 
as his predecessor in that station of dignity ; and 
as they most probably were afterwards by one of 
his successors, of whom we are now about to 

B, Q. ^ 
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speak. But this latter appointment was after the 
Rebellion, whereas what is now to be said has 
reference to an earlier period, and to a different 
position and connexion. 

11. Such a man then was Eichard Yaughan, 
Earl of Carbery, who, as related in Archdeacon^s 
Bonnet's Life of Jeremy Taylor^ resided in the 
seat of his ancestors, at Grolden Grove, in Caer- 
marthenshire, in 1643, when the parliamentary 
ordinance was passed for the abolition of the 
Liturgy, which, "by the authority and consent 
of all the binding power of the kingdom, had 
been used and enjoyed ever since the Reforma- 
tion:" and who, on Jeremy Taylor being driven 
from his benefice of Uppingham, in Rutlandshire, 
extended his generous patronage to the exiled 
wanderer, and received him into his family; and 
allotted him a regular provision; (as intimate by 
Taylor in his dedication of his year's cour&e of 
Sermons to this nobleman;) and allowed him to 
officiate in his household, ministering to their spiri- 
tual and temporal comfort, and, after the Church's 
manner, "confessing and rejoicing in God's works 
and glory," for this, says Taylor in his Holy 
Living^ "the Christian Church does upon 'every 
day,' but especially upon the Lord's day." Thus 
to him it became an occasion of thanksgiving to 
divine Providence, that "his lot had fallen so 
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fairly; that he could serve his benefactor and 
Mend in that ministry, by which he was bound 
to serve Grod; and that his gratitude and duty 
were thus united:" whilst to a patron of such a 
character as Lord Carbery's, according to Taylor's 
delineation, **so apprehensive of religion, so ready 
in the expressions of charity, so tender in the 
matter of justice, and so constant and regular in 
his devotions," it must have been delightful to 
possess such a minister, and attend with his family 
on such ministrations. 

Meanwhile the blessing to Taylor was enhanced, 
and his own services no less highly prized, by the 
exemplary piety and virtue of Frances, Countess 
of Carbery. On all occasions he expresses the 
liveliest admiration of her high religious charac- 
ter: he has inscribed to her one of the Parts of 
his Great Exemplar: and he has commemorated 
her excellence in a fimeral sermon, where the 
eloquence of the preacher is equalled only by the 
affection of the friend and the zeal of the pastor. 

12. Such a man was Sir George Dalstone, of 
Dalstone in Cumberland, who, after serving in 
parliament forty years, resigned his estate to his 
son, and spent the remainder of his life in privacy 
and the exercise of religion in strict communion 
with the Church of England. A sermon, preached 
at his funeral, in 1657, by Jeremy Taylo^x, ^\fcx 
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recording his other Christian graces^ holds up his 
character as an examfde of piety in the following 
beautiful strain: ^'But that, in which I pro- 
nounced this good man most imitable, was in his 
religion, for he was a great lover of the Church 
a constant attender to the sermons of the Church 
a diligent hearer of the prayers of the Church 
and an obedient son to perform the commands of 
the Church. He was diligent in his times and 
circumstances of devotion: he would often be at 
church so early, that he was seen to walk long in 
the church-yard before prayers, being as ready to 
confess lus sin at the beginning, as to receive the 
blessing at the end, of Prayers. Indeed he was 
so great a lover of sermons, that, though he knew 
how to value that which was the best, yet he was 

patient of that which was not so yet this 

his great love of sermons could not tempt him to 
a willingness of neglecting the prayers of the 
Church, of which he was a great lover to his 
dying day. *My sheep hear my voice,' says 
Christ: and so the Church says, ^My sheep hear 
my voice; they love my words, they pr^y in my 
forms, they observe my orders, they delight in 
my offices, they revere my ministers, and obey 
my constitutions:' and so did he; loving to have 
his soul recommended to God, and his needs re- 
jDresented, and his sins confessed, and his pardon 
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implored, in the words of his mother, in the voice 
and accent of her that nursed him up to a spiritual 
life, to be a man in Christ Jesus," 

13. Such a man was Sir Robert Browne, father 
of that excellent woman the wife of John Evelyn, 
and known in his publick capacity as the British 
resident at the Court of France, whence, on the 
restoration of King Charles the Second, in 1660, he 
returned to his own coimtry, as related in Evelyn's 
Diary y "after a nineteen years' exile; during all 
which time he kept up in his chapel the liturgy 
and offices of the Church of England, to his no 
smaU honour; and in a time, when it was so low, 
and, as many thought, utterly lost, that in various 
controversies, both with papists and sectaries, our 
divines used to argue for the visibility of the 
Church, from his chapel and congregation." In- 
deed, whatever were his Majesty's personal defects 
in regard to religion, by the king's particular and 
repeated orders during his exile the Church ser- 
vice was regularly and constantly performed in 
his ambassador's house. 

14. Such a man was Izaak Walton, the con- 
genial biographer of some of our most honoured 
pastors and most worthy exemplars of primitive 
devotion, of Hooker, and Wotton, and Donne, of 
Herbert, and Sanderson; the intimate associate 
of Morley; the dear friend and brother-in-law of 
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Ken, by marriage with one of Ken's sisters: who 
was himself devoted to the "Daily Worship" of 
the Church, whether in the parish church of St 
Dunstan's in the West, and under Donne's paro- 
chial superintendence; or in the stately fabrick of 
St. Paul's Cathedral, of which Donne was dean, 
where 

The pealing anthem swelled the note of praise; 

or whether in the obscure and humble habitation, 
Walton's own small property, near Stafford, where 
the proscribed service of the Church of England 
was performed "daily" in secrecy by that faithful 
minister of Christ and his Church, the ejected 
Morley ; or whether in " the long-drawn aisles and 
fretted vaults" of Winchester Cathedral, to the 
episcopal throne of which Morley, after the Re- 
storation, had been elevated, and where Walton 
partook with him now again of the solenmity of 
the choral service. In these several scenes this 
simple, unaffected old man was a pattern of sober- 
minded, peaceable, practical Church-of-England 
piety; in the exercise of which, under the Church's 
guidance, and in the offices of publick devotion, 
he was doubtless accompanied by his wife, who 
was the object of his most affectionate regard 
during her life, and whose virtues at her death 
were recorded by him in the Cathedral of Wor- 
cester^ which bears this testimony, of -the date 
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of April 17, 1662: "Here lyeth buried aa much 
as could die of Anne Walton, the wife of 
Izaak Walton; who was a woman of remarkable 
prudence and of the primitive piety; her great 
and general knowledge being adorned with such 
true humility, and blest with so much Christian 
meekness, as made her worthy of a more memor- 
able monument." 

15. Such a man was John Evelyn, the excellent 
and worthy Mend of Jeremy Taylor, to whom in 
those awful times of the Church's Trial, which 
marked the murder of the King, and the over- 
throw of the monarchy, he lamented "the sad 
catalysis and declension of piety," and the "ceas- 
ing of the daily sacrifice," of which, so far as his 
opportunities permitted, it was his delight to par- 
ticipate. Best known perhaps to the scientifick 
or general reader for his work on Forest Trees, 
whereby, on the Kestoration of King Charles the 
Second^ he gave: occasion for those large planta- 
tions, which laid the foundation of England's 
naval greatness; to the admirers of a religious 
temper, and of the domestick and social virtues, 
he is still more favourably known for his post- 
humous Diqhf and Memoirs of his life, as one 
who was himself "planted in the house of the 
Lord, and flourished in the courts of the house of 
our God:" and ^u inscriptioti on his tomb-ataiva 
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perpetuates this sentiment, ''That, living in an 
age of extraordinary events and revolutions, he 
had learned from thence this truth, which he 
desired might be thus conmiunlcated to posterity, 
that all is vanity which is not honest, and that 
there is no solid wisdom but in real piety.'' 

16. Such a man was the generous firiend and 
hospitable entertainer of the deprived Bishop Ken, 
in 1689, Thomas Thynne, first Viscount Wey- 
mouth, who had been trained to religious know- 
ledge and habits in Oxford after the Kestoration ; 
first under Morley, and then under Fell, deans 
of Christchurch : and in the chapel of whose noble 
mansion at Longleat, in Wiltshire, the " daily 
worship" of the Church was wont to be cele- 
brated ; for, by reason of its recognising the new 
dynasty, the conscientious non-juring Bishop, thus 
writing to a fellow-sufferer, laments his inability 
to attend it: ^^I shall spend the summer, God 
willing, at Longleat, though I am now very un- 
easy there ; not but that my Lord is extremely 
kind to me, but because I cannot go to prayers 
there, by reason of the late alterations, which is 
no small affliction to me." 

17. Such a man was James Bonnell, Accompt- 
ant-General of Ireland, who died in 1699; whose 
*^ exemplary life and character" are recorded by 
William Hamilton, Archdeacon of Armagh, and 
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. whose name still lives in the grateful recollection 
of the Church, by reason of the humane bequest 
which he made for the relief of widows of clergy- 
men in the several dioceses of Ireland. During 
his life his beneficence had been most extensive 
and judicious, an eighth part of his yearly income 
being bestowed upon the poor; and by his will 
provision was made for annual pensions to some, 
and for perpetual acts of charity to others. With 
the love of man, too, he united in an eminent 
degree the love of God. Pious as well as chari- 
table, he was a pattern to those who knew him 
for personal devotion, and habitually associated 
his household with himself in constant family 
prayers. 

** But," adds his biographer, "he did not think 
it enough to serve God in private, and pray with 
his family, too. He considered, besides all this, 
the duty and benefit of attending the publick ser- 
vice of the Church, which, during the greater 
part of his life, he did tunce every day, and from 
which seldom anything kept him but the want of 
health; and when the hurry of his business hin- 
dered him from keeping constantly to one church 
and house of publick prayer, he would use all his 
art to get prayers at some church or other, though 
not exactly at the time when he most desired 
them :. such different notions had he of Im dwt^ 
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from the generality of the world, who will allege 
not only business, but trifles, as an excuse for 
their absence from the house of God." Let me 
add, in imison with, though not strictly a part of, 
our subject, that, ^^ after settling in Dublin, his 
constant practice for many years was to com- 
municate twice every month, besides all the 
solemn times when the holy sacrament is adminis- 
tered. But such longing desires had he after that 
sacred memorial of our Saviour's love, that he 
could not allow himself to want it whenever it 
might be had, so that at last he received every 
Lord's day." And " he used to wish there were 
some church in Dublin where it was every Lord's 
day administered, for going about from church to 
church," he said^ ^^ had in it something of ostenta- 
tion." 

18. Such a man was Robert Nelson, the inti- 
mate friend and biographer of the great Bishop 
Bull, and author of the Companion of the Festivals 
and Fasts of the Church, who has thus perpetuated 
his sentiments concerning our present subject: 
" Considering that, among' the Jews, there was 
' a morning and an evening sacrifice' daily offered 
to God at the temple, and that the precepts of the 
gospel oblige us to * pray always,' and to * pray 
without ceasing,' and that the ancient prophets 
expressly declare that there should be as frequent 
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devotion in the days of Christ as there had been 
in former times, that ' prayer shall be made mito 
him continually, and daily shall he be praised:' 
considering these things," he says, "as prayer, 
the Christian sacrifice, should be offered morning 
and evening in publick assemblies ; so they that 
have such opportunities, and are not lawfully hin- 
dered, should endeavour so to regulate their time 
as to be able to attend constantly such a great 
advantage to the Christian life ; and, as those who 
have leisure cannot better employ it, so they must 
have little concern for the honour and glory of 
God that neglect such opportunities of declaring 
and publishing his praise." 

19. Such a man was William Wogan, a layman 
of Ealing, Middlesex, author of an Essay on the 
Proper Lessons of the Liturgy of the Church of 
England^ in 1754 ; of whom, and of his work, the 
reverend William Jones of Nayland speaks with 
commendation in his Treatise on The Catholick 
Doctrine of a Trinity y " returning thanks to the 
pious and learned author of that excellent work, 
not for himself only, but for many sincere friends 
to the religion of Christ and the Church of Eng- 
land, among whom his labours are not without fruit." 

In the Introduction to this work occur the 
following observations concerning one department 
of the Church's *> Daily Services,'' and t1i'es[ %x<i 
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such as tend strongly to inculcate those services 
on our approval and observance : 

" As the followers of Christ are stiled in the 
Gospel his disciples, that is to say, his scholars, 
the inference to be made is natural and plain, that 
we should consider him as our teacher, ourselves 
as learners, and the Church as his school 

" The book which he hath given us to read and 
learn in this school is agreed on all hands to be 
the Bible; but the province. of dividing his word 
aright, and distributing their portions severally to 
every one as he needeth, he hath committed to his 
Church; and she, by her wise scribes, who have 
been instructed unto the kingdom of heaven, 
bringeth forth out of these treasures things new 
and old. These she divides into several por- 
tions for every day throughout the year. Those, 
which she hath appointed for common days, she 
simply calls Lessons ; such as are for high days, the 
Sundays and Festivals, she stiles Proper Lessons ; 
and for our direction herein she has compiled 
those Tables prefixed to her Liturgy for the 
latter, and a monthly Calendar for the other. 

"As to the Church's intention herein, we 
cannot but observe, on view of the said Tables 
and Calendar, together with what is said in her 
Preface * concerning the service of the Church,' 
what singular care she hath taken that the Word 
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of God shall be faithfdlly dispensed to the people. 



" The wise design of the Church herein will 
further appear if we consider the nature and 
design of divine worship in general^ especially of 
the publick service, which is an holy intercourse 
between God and man. For carrying on this 
sacred intercourse between God and his Church, 
she hath provided a well-digested form, that so, 
when we are going to the House of Prayer, we 
may * take with us words,' (as God himself com- 
mands we should, Hos. xiv. 2) ; and, at the same 
time, the great God of heaven is pleased also to 
bring with him words, the Church in her Lessons 
pointing them out to the reader, who officiates, r . . 

"Some men seem to think our service to be 
imperfect, except there be a sermon^ and therefore 
slight the sacred office when there happens to be 
none. But whoso savours the things that be of 
God more than those that be of man, will reason 
quite otherwise, and be persuaded that the word 
of God, which our Church so rightly divides to 
us, is the best sermon, and infinitely preferable to 
that of man, whose finest compositions are but a 
dead letter in comparison of the Uvinff oracles of 
God, which carry life and spirit with them beyond 
all human oratory. And surely no man that con- 
siders this can be so profane as to prefer 8ermoiis> 



142 WILLIAM PULTENEY, EAEL OF BATH. 

to our Lessons^ or so carelessly to attend to them, 
as the manner of too many is when they hear 
them read." 

20. Such a man was William Pulteney, Earl of 
Bath, ^^ that great and good man," as characterised 
by Pearce, Bishop of Bochester, who "had lived 
near forty years in friendship with him ; and, for 
a great part of those years, in an intimacy with 
him." These forty years were about half of his 
life, for he was bom in 1684, and died in 1764, 
in the eightieth or eighty-first year of his age. 
By the Bishop he is commemorated, not only for 
" quick and lively parts, a fine head, and sound 
judgment," but for his moral and religious quali- 
ties, especially for his attachment to the oflSices of 
the Church, and in particular to her "Daily 
Prayer." " He was by inheritance and prudent 
economy possessed of a very large estate, out of 
which he yearly bestowed, in charities and bene- 
factions, more than a tenth part of his whole 
income. He was a firm friend to the established 
religion of his country, and free from all the 
vices of the age even in his youth. He con- 
stantly attended the publick worship of God, and 
all the offices of it in his parish church, while his 
health permitted it: and, when his great age and 
infirmities prevented him from so doing, he sup- 
plied that defect by daily reading over the Mom- 



SIR EICHARD STEELE. 143 

ing Service of the Church before he came out of 
his bed-chamber." 

21. The observations of Sir Richard Steele, 
in the 65th Number of the Gtuirdian, published 
in 1713, vnll form a suitable conclusion, as they 
are a good practical application of the foregoing 
examples of the laity's use of the " Daily Prayers." 
*^ The other morning I happened to rise earlier 
than ordinary, and thought I could not pass my 
time better than to go, upon the admonition of the 
morning bell, to the Church prayers at six of the 
clock. I was there the first of any in the con- 
gregation, and had the opportunity, however I 
made use of it, to look back on. all my life, and 
contemplate the blessing and advantage of such 
stated early hours for offering ourselves to our 
Creator, and prepossessing ourselves with the love 
of Him, and the hopes we have from Him against 
the snares of business and pleasure in the ensuing 
day." And thereupon, together with certain 
strictures on the indevotion of some of the con- 
gregation, he comments particularly on those " in 
whose looks there appeared a heavenly joy and 
gladness upon the entrance of a new day, as if 
they had gone to sleep with expectation of it ;" 
adding, that, "for the sake of these, it is worth 
while that the Church keeps up such early mattins 
throughout the cities of London and Westminster," 
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He " bewails that people do not know the pleasure 
of early hours^ and of dedicating their first moments 
of the day with joy and singleness of heart to their 
Creator ; " he " commemorates the pleasure, to 
such as have a fixed sense of devotion, of passing 
the earliest hours of the day in a publick congre- 
gation ; " and he concludes with stating his opinion, 
that "were this morning solemnity as much in 
vogue even as it is now at more advanced hours 
of the day, it would necessarily have so good an 
effect upon us as to make us more disengaged and 
cheerful in conversation, and less artful and in- 
sincere in business. The world would be quite 
another place than it is now, the rest of the day ; 
and every face would have an alacrity in it, which 
can be borrowed from no other reflections but 
those which give us the assured protection of 
Omnipotence." 

Section XIV. 
The ChurcKs Daily PrayeVy practised by Women. 

Nor have there been wanting examples of fe- 
male piety, besides such as occur in the families 
of clergymen, the wife and nieces, for instance, 
of George Herbert, the mother of Hooker, and 
the mother of Hammond ; but in the families of 
laymen also there have not been wanting devout 
women, distinguished for their careful attendance 
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on the Church's quotidian services. Of these, 
allusion has been made in passing to the Countess 
of Pembroke, to the mother of Lord Clarendon, 
and to the wives of Izaak Walton, and of Evelyn. 
The following seem to require more particular 
notice. 

1. Of such female worthies the first in dignity 
as in time, was Queen Elizabeth, whose hearing 
of the " Evensong'^ in Canterbury Cathedral 
we have already had occasion to notice, as related 
by Archbishop Parker. Certain other incidents 
may be remarked as indicative of her Majesty's 
personal sentiments on this topick, independently 
of her official acts. 

Thus, in the negotiation concerning her pro- 
jected marriage with the Duke d'Anjou, in 1571, 
as recorded in Strype's Annals of the Beforma" 
tion^ she wrote a letter to her Ambassador Wal- 
singham, and gave her opinion "about our publick 
Prayers," as that *' the usage of the Divine Service 
of England did not properly compel any to alter 
his religion, in controversies in the Church ; only 
the usage thereof did direct men daily to read 
and hear the Scriptures, and to pray to Almighty 
God by the daily use of the Psalter of David, and 
the ancient prayers, anthems, and collects of the 
Church, which were even the same that the uni- 
versal Church had used, and yet did uae«" 

B. Q. \k 
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What the Queen stated here to be *^ the dally 
usage of the Divine Service in England," as 
commonly observed, she realised in her own 
practice : for it is related in Heylyn's History 
of her Life and Reign^ as a cause of the " general 
conformity which was observed in all cathedrals and 
the most part of the parish churches, that it was not 
much to be admired, considering how well they 
were presidented by the Court itself, in whidi the 
Liturgy was officiated every day, both morning and 
evening, not only in the publick chapel, but in 
the private closet: celebrated in the chapel with 
organs and other musical instruments> and the 
most excellent voices both of men and children 
that could be got in all the kingdom." 

Thus, in the ** Order of Divine Service in her 
Majesty^s Chapel,^' as stated by Strype, " Daily 
Prayers" were said or sung "at the usual hoiurs: 
that is, upon Sundays, from eight to eleven 
in the forenoon ; upon Wednesdays and Fridays, 
and on other holydays, from nine to eleven ; and 
on other days to begin at nine until almost 
eleven. And in the afternoon service to bemi at 
four, and continue until five, or after five." 

Thus, again, for the Church of Westminster, 

erected by the Queen into a college or collegiate 

church by her Majesty's order, as prescribed to Dr. 

Bill, the first Dean, " Dayly service was sung in 

the chancel of the great cYiutdci, «kft««rficL% to the 
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order of her Majesty's Chappel, at the usual 
hours," as just enumerated. And " twelve alms- 
men of her Majesty's foundation were bound to be 
resident, and to be in the church daily at service, 
according to her Majesty's order* And the 
scholars of the Queen's Grammar School, in 
church, school, hall, chamber, were to keep daily 
ordinary prayers." 

2. It was to the wife of Sir Edward Hyde, 
afterwards Lord Clarendon, that during her hus- 
band^s embassy in Spain on the King's business, 
Morley was indebted for a shelter: for she re- 
ceived him into her family for the instruction of 
her children, at Antwerp ; and together with her 
household took part with the congregation which 
he there established for the regular celebration 
of all the rites and ordinances of the persecuted 
Church of England. 

3. Another example of true Church of Eng- 
land piety is recorded of the Lady Letice, Vis- 
coimtess Falkland, in her life by John Duncon, her 
Chaplain. For, " believing that a greater bless- 
ing rests upon publick prayer directed by God's 
appointed minister than upon private devotions, 
she was accustomed to have the ^ Daily Service' 
said regularly by her chaplain, even at a time, 
namely, in 1645, when severe penalties were con- 
sequent upon its use ; at which services ivoit ^svi^j 



148 MADAM SALTER. 

her own household, but any of her neighbours, 
were allowed the privilege of being present. 
While such was her usual consecration of every 
day to God's glory, she observed with still greater 
solemnity the Sundays and other holy days of 
the Church." Conduct this in harmony with the 
character attributed to her in the Life of the Earl 
of Clarendofiy that she was " a lady of most extra- 
ordinary wit and judgment, and of the most signal 
virtue, and exemplary life that the age produced." 

4. And to these noble ladies, it falls in with 
our course of observation to say, that a counter- 
part is on record, in the person of another '* hon- 
ourable woman," " one Madam Salter," as she is 
named by Walker, and by Anthony Wood, ** sister, 
if I mistake not," adds the latter, " to Dr. Duppa, 
Bishop of Sarum," who thought scorn of "the 
parliamentary declaration, which prohibited all 
persons to harbour maUgnards^ loyal subjects, 
namely, of their King, and faithfiil members 
of the Church: so that **Dr. Bang, the suffering 
Bishop of Chichester, together with several of his 
relations, retiring to the house of this gentle- 
woman, they made a sort of College there, and 
had the Prayers according to the Orders of the 
Church of England, in which the ever memorable 
John Hales of Eton officiated as their chaplain." 

5. The exemplary piety and gracious deport- 
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ment of Frances, Countess of Carbery, have 
already been noticed in connection with the 
virtues of her noble Lord Honourable mention 
may be here made also of the third Countess, 
Alice, who succeeded the former in domestick 
worthiness as in station, and who waited on the 
ministrations of Taylor, and was deemed deserv- 
ing of his commendation in a second ^' Epistle De- 
dicatory," prefixed to the Third Part of his Great 
Exemplar. She was the Lady of Milton's Comus. 
6. Li more immediate connection with Taylor, 
two other females seem to claim attention, as 
having been partakers in his customary celebra- 
tion of divine worship; one, his first wife, Phoebe 
Jiangsdale, who, with his children, doubtiess 
profited by the discharge of his professional duties 
in the retirement of Golden Grove ; the other, his 
second wife, Joanna Bridges, who, in the days of his 
episcopate, must have been equally a communi- 
cant in his more publick devotions in the sanctuary 
of Gt)d's house. For, as taught by himself in his 
Sermon on Tke Marriage Binff, " The wife will 
find that it is a part of her privilege and right to 
partake of the mysteries and blessings of her 
liusband's religion;" and **a woman by the holy 
laws hath right to partake of her husband's 
goods, and her husband's sacrifices and. holy 
things." Of each of these persons it is reason- 
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able to suppose, that her qualities of mind were 
such as to dispose her to partake of ** the 
mysteries and blessings of her husband's reli- 
gion," of " her husband's sacrifices and holy 
things :^^ of the latter in particular such qualities 
are attested' by an offering from her own property 
of a chalice and paten for the celebration of the 
Holy Communion, in the ** Cathedral Church of 
Christ the Redeemer," at Dromore, given to Grod 
in the name of Joanna Taylor, ** a most lowly 
handmaiden of the Lord.'^ 

7. Notice was just now taken of The Whole 
Duty of Marty as recommending the use of the 
Church's *^ Daily Prayers ;'' the imcertainty of 
the authorship was also spoken of, and the report 
which attributed it to Hiunmond, by whom it was 
sanctioned in terms of high commendation. Ano- 
ther report has attributed it to Lady Packington, 
the wife of " the eminently-loyal Sir John Pack- 
ington,*' of Westwood, in Worcestershire, whither^ 
in the time of his distress arising out of the Great 
Rebellion, Hammond had beeu kindly invited; 
where he lived in literary retirement and domes- 
tick privacy, imtil the day of his death ; ** where,'* 
says Anthony Wood, **he had the disposal of 
great charities reposed in his hands, as being the 
most zealous promoter of almsgiving that lived in 
England since the change of religion ;'' and where* 
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as part of " the constant tribute of his time, paid 
by him to heaven by the offices of prayer, for 
the last ten years of his life, and probably the 
preceding,^' Bishop Fell, his biographer, relates, 
that " betwixt ten and eleven in the morning 
succeeded the morning office of the Church, 
which he particularly desired to perform in his 
own person, and would by no means accept the 
ease of having it read by another ;^^ and thai 
" about five o'clock the evening service of the 
Church returned/' Whether or not Lady Pack- 
ington was the authoress of the work in question, 
of which the only positive evidence appears to 
be, that the sheets of it were still preserved in the 
family in 1752, in her own hand-writing, is 
matter of much uncertainty. If she was, the 
fact would evidently entitle her to honourable dis- 
tinction, as a female who had exerted herself to 
promote the observance of the Church's "Or* 
ders for Daily Prayer:" if she was not, still she 
is deserving of honour for having promoted the 
observance of these " Orders ;" for, no doubt, she 
not only participated in observing them, but gave 
encouragement and facilities for their observance, 
sensible as she was of Hammond's religious ex- 
cellence, and thankful to Grod for having given 
her so pious, wise, and prudent an adviser. 

8. To these examples of feminine piety walking 
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in the paths of ecclemrtical order, it is veiy plem- 
Bant to add the name of the Lady Anne CliflRad, 
the repfresentatiye, and heiress of the domains, of 
the Earls of Cnmberhnd, and Coontess Dowager 
of Pembroke, Dorset, and Montgimiery. Her 
accomplishments, munificence, pmdenc^ charity, 
and other virtues, are generally known. ^ But 
the most conspicuous part of the character of this 
illustrious lady," says Gilpin, in his Northern TonTy 
^^ was her piety and great attachment to religion. 
Of this one proof was supplied by the care, with 
which she repaired the churdbes belonging to her 
estates, which she found in a state of ruin, but 
which she rebuilt or repaired to the numb^ of 
seven, so that her tenants might every where pos- 
sess houses of God in their land : another was the 
generosity which she exerted towards several 
qected ministers of the Church of the Great Re- 
bellion, particularly to King, afterwards Bishop of 
Chichester, and Duppa and Morley, each of them 
in succession afterwards Bishop of TVinchester." 
" Few divines meanwhile were better versed, than 
she was, in holy Scripture, She could quote it 
pertinently on all occasions ; and never failed to 
read a portion of it every day, or to have it read 
to her in the latter part of her life. The New 
Testament was her principal study. Next to it 
she was particularly fond of the Psalms of David, 
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and caused those appointed for the day to be re- 
gularly read to her. She had been bred up in the 
Church of England from her youth : and though she 
could not^ in the fanatical times of the usurpation, 
attend any publick service in the parish churches, 
yet. she never failed to hear the Church-service in 
her own private chapels, which she had caused to 
be fitted up in her castles. Many menaces of 
sequestration she received from the ruling powers, 
if she should persist in that practice. But on this 
occasion she shewed the same spirit, which she had 
before shewn on many others. She continued 
her practice, and left them to their own pleasure. 
No attempts, however, were made against her." 

And so she lived in quietude; and survived 
those troublous times of imrighteous domination ; 
and at length resigned her spirit to her Redeemer 
in 1673, full of age as of honours, in her 88th year: 
having provided for the spiritual as well as tem- 
poral welfiire of others by the erection and endow- 
ment of an alms house or hospital for thirteen 
poor women, a mother and twelve sisters, near 
Appleby, and by the establishment therein of the 
Church's ** daily Prayers ; " an institution, wherein 
she is related to have taken " especial delight" 

9. It is edifying to contemplate one, thus pre- 
paring to meet her God by a long protracted 
course of righteousness. It is edifying also t<i 
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mark the like preparation in one^ just entered on 
her course of active duties^ and striving, by dili- 
gent attendance on God's Churdb on earthy to 
become qualified for admission to his Church in 
heaven. 

To these, then, let me add a notice of a youth- 
ful female, Anne or AnnaMilles, humble, and little 
known, whose character isrecordedin a monumental 
inscription, copied by Dart in his History of Cart' 
terbury Cathedral. From this we learn, that " In 
this Church, at the holy Font, she gave her name 
to Christ, hence taking upon her the name and 
bearing the sign of Christ :" that " in this Church 
she attended the daily Prayers, a pure worshipper, 
and was present at Christ's holy supper a frequent 
guest:" but "that not more frequent in the 
publick offices of the Church, than in the private 
devotions of her closet, shunning alike the eyes 
and the praise of men, she made him alone the 
witness of her piety, on whom she relied as its re- 
warder." " Unmarried herself," it is added, ** she 
was called to the marriage of the Lamb; and, 
after the example of the wise virgins, with her 
lamp burning, went out to meet the Bridegroom, 
on the 23rd day of December, in the year of our 
Lord 1714, and of her age the 20th." 
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Section XV. 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer, provided for by 
endowment. , 

Lastly, there have not been wantmg those, 
whose generous and disinterested efforts aiwi bene- 
factions have been contributed for the establish^ 
ment and permanent supply of these offices of ther 
Church, when they themselves should have been 
taken to their rest. 

1. A memorable example of such provident and 
enduring beneficence occurs, and has been already 
mentioned, at an early period of the Keformation, 
and in a royal Personage : the foundation, namely, 
of the Collegiate Church of Westminster by 
Queen Elizabeth, with her " Orders for daily 
service," and for thfe attendance of her " ahnose 
men" at such daily service, as well as for the daily 
prayers of the scholars of her foimdation; and 
her " allowances'^ for the stipendiary singing men; 
and for the master of the singing boys or " Que- 
resters," whom he was ** charged to bring up in 
song for the daily service of the Church." 

2. So likewise the care of the Archbishops Whit- 
gift and Abbot for the daily worship of the poor 
brethren and sisters in their several Hospitals at 
Croydon and Guildford, and of the BvbW^ 
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Warner, Ward, and Morley, respectively, for that 
of the clerical widows at Rochester, Salisbury, 
and TVlnchester, and the Lady Anne ClifiEbrd's 
similar provision for her Almshouse at Appleby, 
may exemplify this particular. 

3. Coeval with this illustrious Lady was thefoun- 
dation of the Boyal Hospital of Chelsea by King 
Charles the Second, as a place of reAige and sup- 
port for aged and disabled soldiers worn out in the 
service of the Crown. Prayers twice a day in a 
Chapel duly appointed, and by two Chaplains 
suitably salaried for the purpose, constituted part 
of the regulations of the institution. 

4. Towards the end of the same century, Morden 
College, says Strype, in his Continuation of 
Stow's Survey of London, ** so named from the 
right generous and Christian Founder, Sir John 
Morden, of Wricklesmarsh, in the parish of Char- 
leton, in the county of Kent, Baronet, a Citizen 
bom, and a Turkey Merchant," was founded " the 
first of all the charitable foundations, in or about 
London, for distressed people of all sorts." He 
departed this life in 1708. But " divers years be- 
fore his death, he erected a very fair and spacious 
structure, in form of a college, at his sole charge, 
near Blackheath, not far from his own habitation: 
for reception and harbour of poor, decayed, honest 
Merchants:, taking .pattern by the College at 
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Bromley, not far off, founded by Bishop Warner, 
of Rochester, for ministers^ poor widows," Part 
of the fabrick was a chapel, consecrated with much 
solemnity by the Diocesan, Bishop Sprat. And 
amongst the other regulations for the good conduct 
of the college, the following orders were pre- 
scribed by the Founder : that ** the Chaplain of 
the said College be a devout, pious, sober, modest, 
good man in holy orders ; and that he do read 
divine service according to the now usage of the 
Church of England, twice every week day in the 
year, in the chapel of the said college, at the hours 
of eleven in the morning, and at three in the 
afternoon, and do read prayers, and preach twice 
every Sunday : " that " the clerk of the chapel do 
every day ring the bell, to call the members to 
prayer, some convenient time before the Chaplain 
do begin ; and do attend in the Chapel in his 
gown, and duly make his responses : " and that 
** all the merchants belonging to the said College 
do attend and come to prayers, morning and after- 
noon, in the chapel of the said College, in their 
gowns, with their Common Prayer Books ; and 
do behave themselves there reverently, with great 
piety and devotion, and duly make their responses." 
The worthy Baronet^s widow, who was his execu- 
trix, was a further benefactress to the College, 
especially by " enlarging the salary of the Cha^- 
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lain, considering his duty of daily attendance, for 
his better encouragement*" 

5. About the same time by abequestof Sir Bobert 
Jeffi*eys, Eoiight, late Alderman, and some time 
Lord Mayor of London, was erected and finished 
a commodious and decent Building, called ^^ Lron- 
mongers Hospital," for the habitation and mainten- 
ance of as many poor men and women, as the money 
allotted for the purpose would support. This 
Building also contained a chapel, ^^ for the resort 
of the poor, people to daily prayers, and a Chap- 
lain, who had an annual salary and chambers 
allowed him." 

6. To these provisions, collegiate and eleemosy- 
nary, let others be added of which it was the object 
to promote parochial edification by encouraging the 
Church's Daily Prayers in her parish churches. 

And here I would commemorate with particular 
respect the? name of John Kendrick, citizen of 
London, and draper, whose threefold exercise of 
Christian piety entitles him to singular com- 
mendation. His benefactions indeed, for charit- 
able as well as for religious purposes, were vari- 
ous, numerous, comprehensive, and effective. 

" He feeds yon Alms-house, neat, but void of state. 
Where Age and Want sit smiling at the gate ; 
Uim portion'd maids, apprenticed orphans blest. 
The young who labour, and the old who rest." 



JOHli KENDEICK, BENEDICT HARLEWYN, 159 

But, with respect to our immediate subject, he 
"gave twenty pounds yearly for ever, to the 
curate of the parish of St. Christopher, wherein 
he dwelt, to read divine service in the said parish 
church at six of the clock in the morning every 
day of the week for ever : in like manner,'^ he 
adds, " as is now used in the chapel at the great 
north gate of St. .Paul's Church in London." Also, 
"to the Clerk and Sexton of the said parish of 
Saint Christopher, to each of them fifty shillings 
yearly for ever : to do their several attendance and 
assistance at the time of divine service every 
morning." Also, "to the Churchwardens of the 
same parish of Saint Christopher, five pounds 
yearly for ever, for the maintenance of lights in 
the winter time." But this bequest, which was 
made in 1629, having provided only for morning 
service, an additional annual sum of twenty 
pounds was given in 1 669 by Benedict Harlewyn, 
"for reading evening Prayers every day in the 
week.'' 

To proceed, however, with Mr. Kendrick : he 
" gave to the Mayor and Burgesses of the town 
of Beading, in the county of Berks, Two hundred 
and fifty Pounds, therewith to purchase lands and 
hereditaments, to the clear yearly value of ten 
pounds for ever ; to maintain Divine service to be 
said in the Parish Church of St Mary in thai 
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town, by the Parson or his Curate every Morning 
of the week, at six of the Clock for ever." 

And he made the like bequest to the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgesses of the town of Newbury, 
in the same county, for the like purpose of main- 
taining divine service to be said in the parish 
church of that town, ** every morning of the week 
at six of the dock, to continue for ever." 

It is not without reason, that Strype, having 
mentioned a monument in St Christopher's 
Church to an earlier benefactor, thus speaks of 
him who has been now taking our attention by 
his good deeds. ^^ Then looking for some such 
memory, as might adorn and beautify the name 
of another famous Batchelor, Mr. John Kendrick ; 
and finding none, but only his hatchments and 
banners, yet being buried so long since ; I thought 
it fit to let his own last will and testament speak 
his due and deserved praises, according, and as 
(aijaong other) it came to my hands." From this 
authentick record the foregoing instances have 
been taken; and it is pleasant thus to add the 
name of this worthy layman, as well as of others 
recited in this section, to their brethren who have 
been before enumerated as dutiful children of the 
Church, and to bring them into companionship 
with the venerable fathers of the Church, whom 
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our subject now leads us to notice, as settling 
endowments for her " Daily Prayer." 

7. For, more especially, honourable examples, as 
they were, of keeping up the daily publick worship 
of God by their own ministrations, be it the praise 
of the Bishops Patrick and Beveridge, and of 
others, no doubt, if there were opportunity for 
the investigation, but of Patrick and of Beveridge 
be it the praise, that they aimed at a perpetual 
commemoration of God's glory in the Church, 
and a perpetual promotion of his people's edifica- 
tion, by securing the " daily morning and evening 
services" in their respective cures for ever. 

8. As to Bishop Patrick, at that time incum- 
bent of the benefice of St. Paul's, Covent Garden, 
by his judicious disposition of the "large offerings" 
collected at his " often great conununions," and in 
compliance with " the Kubrick in the Communion 
Book," which directs that such collections be ap- 
plied "to some charitable or pious use," an annual 
income of twenty pounds " was settled in 1680 on 
the Curate, who should read prayers morning and 
evening for ever." " Some pious persons indeed," 
adds the Bishop, in his very curious and edifying 
Auto-Biography, " had desired prayers at the 
hour of ten in the morning, and three in the 
afternoon, which they maintained by a voluntary 
contribution. These therefore were ordered to be 
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at dx o'dock in the moming, and seven at night 
in summer time, (before trading b^an, and when 
it was done^) that servants might resort unto 
them." This double provision of " daily Prayer" 
both morning and ev^iing has been already noticed. 
The particular, to which our attention is now di- 
rected, is the endowment, and withal the regard 
which was had to the convenience of the lower 
classes of society. 

9. And, as to Bishop Beveridge, whose practice 
during his life has been already noticed, conform- 
able thereto was his conduct in anticipation of his 
death. For, that I may adopt the language of 
the Preface to his sermons, published in 1720, 
" As his whole life was spent in acts of piety and 
charity, so he gave remarkable instances of both 
at his death. He left the main of his estate at 
his decease, for the propagation of the gospel, and 
promoting of Christian knowledge at home as well 
as abroad. To the curacy of Mount Sorrel in 
particular, and vicarage of Barrow, in the coimty 
pf Leicester, in a thankful remembrance of God's 
mercies vouchsafed to him thereabouts, he be- 
queathed a plentiful accession for ever, that 
prayers might be read * morning and evening 
every day,' according to the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, in the chapel and parish 
church aforesaid ; with a certain sum to be divided 
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equally, upon the eve of our blessed Saviour's 
nativity, among six poor housekeepers of Barrow, 
as the ministers and churchwardens should agree ; 
regard being had especially to those who had been 
most constantly at prayers, and at the sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper, the foregomg years. ^And 
if it shall so happen^ which God forbid I that the 
Common Prayer cannot be read in the Church or 
Chapel aforesaid, my will isy (saith this good father 
of our Churdi,) That what should have been given 
in either place far thai, be in each place allowed to 
omje chosen by the Vicar of Barrow, to teach School, 
and instruct the youth in the principles qf the Chris- 
tian Religum, according to the Doctrine of the 
Church of England.'" The preference here 
given to the maintaining of daily Prayer above 
the other objects of his pastoral solicitude, and his 
earnest deprecation of disappointment, forcibly 
show how highly he esteemed this mode of giving 
God glory. 

Section XVL 

The Churches Daily Prayer, celebrated in her 
best ages. 

The foregoing are the aqxects under which I 
have been desirous of proposing to the reader's 
contemplation the Church's "Daily Orders oC 
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Morning and Evening Prayer." In so doing I 
have argued little as from myself; bat I have 
urged the case from the original wiQ and law of 
God^ the sentiments and practice of the devout 
Israelites, and the consequent conduct of our 
Lord's Apostles and first disciples, and generally 
of the early Christian Church during the first 
four or five centuries; I have urged it from the 
ordinance and authority of our own national re- 
formed Church; I have urged it from the exposi- 
tions of her most esteemed commentators, from 
the arguments and commendations of some of her 
ablest advocates, from the '* godly admonitions" 
of her most venerated Bishops and their corres- 
iw>nding practices, from the sermons of her paro- 
chial ministers and their examples, fix)m the 
examples of their families, from the examples of 
some of the most eminent among the lay brother- 
hood and sisterhood of our communion, lastly, 
from the pious generosity of benefactors in mak- 
ing permanent provision for the celebration of 
these offices of the ChurcL 

The examples of Quotidian Piety, which have 
been cited from the retreats of our Ecclesiastical 
History and Biography, are worthy of regard, I 
venture to think, and of no slight value, as testi- 
monies of individual worthiness and devotion: but 
they are greatly more valuable and estimable, taken 
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in a collective view, as criteria of the religious 
sentiments and practice, wMch, from the middle 
of the 16th to the end of the 17th century, upon 
the subject of ^* Daily Prayer," generally charac- 
terised the Church's sons and daughters, and 
proved them to be not unworthy of her mother- 
hood by the dutiful aflfection which they bore, 
and the willing obedience which they paid her. 
And these sentiments and practices, tried more- 
over by the touchstone of ecclesiastical law, of 
primitive and Apostolical example and precept, 
and of the declared will of God, do appear to my 
mind to fiimish a manifold, an accumulative, a 
powerful, a persuasive, may I not add, an incon- 
trovertible argument for all practicable conform- 
ity to this judgment and Order of the Church. 
But it is to be lamented, for it is not agreeable to 
the Church's character as a Christian Society, or as 
a member of the Holy, Catholick, and Apostolick 
Church, nor conformable to her authority, and 
discipline, and the religious profession of her 
children, nor conducive to their improvement in 
devotion or knowledge, nor conducive to the glory 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, by the con- 
tinual manifestation of his truth and majesty 
before men ; that these her " Orders for daily 
Prayer," during a course of years commencing so 
far back as the close of the seventeenth.^ ^sA ^jwbl-. 
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tinued through the sereral gacoesslYe stiges of the 
eighteenth centuiy, have gradaally, and perpetu- 
ally more and more, been fidling into rarity and 
disufle. 

Section XVIL 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer. Evils of 
duusing it, 

Assuming the reality of the fact, which is pre« 
sently to be examined, I would remark in the first 
place on its lamentable character. 

1. It is not agreeable to the Church's character 
as a Christian Society: for Christians are cha- 
racterised as they ** who call upon the name of 
tfesus Christ our Lord ; " and the largeness of the 
quality b set forth in the Christian precepts, 
" Pray without ceasing," " Continue in prayer." 
But, whatever be the devotions of the house or 
of the closet, with our families or by ourselves, 
this surely we cannot be said to do as asociety and 
in our churches, whilst we assemble and meet to- 
gether only one day in seven, and the bell is not 
tolled for prayer, and the door remains unopened, 
and no sensible sign appears to distinguish the 
Christian Temple from the synagogue, the mosque, 
or the pagoda ; the places respectively formed for 
the won^p of the Jew, the Turk, and the InfideL 
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% Nor is it agreeable to the Church's character, 
as a member of the Holy, Catholick, and Apos- 
tolick Chiirch : not of the Church, considered as 
" Holy;" for, during six days out of the seven, 
there is no separation of our people from the rest 
of the world to God ; there is no sanctification of 
them by his service ; there is no ** holy congrega- 
tion : " not of the Church considered as Apostolick; 
for of the Church, as planted by the Apostles, the 
disciples ** continued daily with one accord in 
the temple:" not of the Church considered as 
Catholick; for, until of late years, the thrice 
holy Lord God was daily acknowledged by ** the 
holy Church throughout all the world." 

3. Nor is it conformable to the Church's autho- 
rity : for she claims to herself " power and autho- 
rity to decree rites or ceremonies;" and among 
" the rites and ceremonies," which she hath de- 
creed, are her ^^ daily Orders for mormng and 
evening Prayer," so that to reject these is to 
renounce her authority: and that, although the 
rejection be less a positive act, than a contented 
acquiescence in an habitual neglect; for, where 
the thing conunanded is a thing to be done, to 
forbear the doing of it is a rejection of the com- 
mand, and a renouncing of the authority : and that 
again, although custom may be pleaded in behalf 
of such neglect, and in opposition to the authority -» 
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of the law. To plead custom here were a dan- 
gerous fallacy. For, however valid such plea may 
be in supplying the want of a written law, or in 
interpreting a law obscure or ambiguous, it is 
invalid as a substitute for a law written, or as a 
gloss upon one unambiguous and plain, especially 
when it is, by voluntary stipulation, bound and 
re-bound continually on the observance of its 
ministers. Law then asserts its supremacy : and 
conscience takes up the admonition of God's word, 
that we "judge righteous judgment," and ** follow 
not a multitude to do evil." 

4. Nor is this dereliction of the Church's Orders 
and authority conformable to " the discipline of 
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded, and as this 
Church and Realm hath received the same accord- 
ing to the commandments of God;" for these 
daily services are part of the provision, whereby 
the Church trains and disciplines her children to 
the service of Grod in Christ, and in obedience to 
his commandments : nor is it conformable to her 
children's reUgious professions ; for, whereas in the 
morning service of every Lord's day, they are 
called upon by her to profess aloud, " Day by day 
we magnify thee," on each of the six succeeding 
days of the week they forego their profession, and 
forbear to magnify Him in the congregation ; until 
the recurrence of the first day of the week prompts 
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the same declaration, to be followed by the like 
six days' forbearance and practical contradiction. 

5. Nor is it conducive to the spiritual well-being 
of the Church's individual members. Nothing 
can be more plain or indisputable, than that one 
instrument is thus in a vast degree contracted in 
its operation and abated in its force, for producing 
their improvement in devotion to God and in the 
knowledge of his holy word. Unless publick as- 
semblies for imited worship be nugatory altogether, 
and inefficacious on the minds of men, the mind 
cannot but be affected by the loss of such an aid 
to devotion, for six, nay for ftiuch more than six, 
sevenths of its existence: and it cannot be but 
that the hearing or the not-hearing, of two or four 
chapters every day, must help forward or keep 
back a knowledge of the Bible, a comprehensive, 
connected, entire acquaintance with God's revealed 
word : so that if the passing and the past ages be 
less conspicuous than the foregoing one, for a deep 
and calm, a meek and submissive spirit of religion, 
and a familiar acquaintance with religious know- 
ledge, it is in part to be attributed to the modem 
neglect of the Church's '^ Daily Orders for Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer." 

6. How little conducive this neglect of the 
Church's Daily Worship is to the honour of her 
Great Founder and Head; how imlike it \a 1^ 
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^' letting our light so shine before men, that they 
may see our good works and ^iHify our Father, 
which is in heayen ;" how unlike it is to ^ adorn- 
ing the doctrine of Crod oor Saviour in all 
things ;" may be left to the reader's meditation: 
in the course of which it will be worthy of his in- 
quiry, whether a system of religious practice which 
is not agreeable to the Church's character, as a 
Christian Society ; which is not agreeable to the 
Church's character as a member of the Holy, Ca- 
tholick, and Apostolick Church of Christ ; which 
is not conformable to the Church's authority; 
which is not conformable to the Church's ^^ dis- 
cipline as the Lord hath commanded ;" which is not 
conformable to her Children's religious professions; 
which is not conducive to the spiritual instruction 
and edification of her children; can be conducive 
to the honour of God in our Lord Jesus Christ 

Section XVIII. 

The Church! 8 Daily Prayer. Commencement 
of its disuse. 

I have spoken of this decay of the Church's 
daily worship as *^ commencing near the close of 
the 17th century." It is true indeed, that even 
at an earlier period, as we have seen iq the pro- 
gress of this iaquiry, our faithful and zealous 
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Bishops and Pastors, as well as th^ dutiful lay- 
brethren of the Church, found too sufficient cause 
for complaining and expostulating, on account of 
the neglect of her daily devotions. This however 
was one result of the struggle between the spirit 
of ** seemliness and good order," which on the one 
hand characterized the true sons of the Church in 
the 17th Century, and the spirit of sectarian fan- 
aticism and ecclesiastical disorder and misrule, 
which on the other hand marked the enemies of 
the Church ; when, as Walker, the Historian of 
The Sufferings of the Clergy y recites some of the 
symptoms of those most disastrous times, " the 
early structures of our ancestors, [distinguished 
among all the nations of the worid for their de- 
votion,] and the memorable monuments of their 
piety, were defaced and profaned; when the pa- 
trimony of the Church, solemnly set apart, and 
consecrated to Grod with such grievous execrations 
on those who should alienate them, and devoted 
to the honour of Christ and his holy religion, were 
sacrilegiously torn from the Church, and employed 
to the vilest ends of a most execrable rebellion ; 
and," in melancholy accordance with those and 
other signs of a perverse enthusiasm, *^ the daily 
sacrifice of Morning and Evening Prayers, through- 
out the several Dioceses of the kingdom, was made 
to cease." 
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Over this impediment however, under the bless- 
ing of divine Providence, the Church prevailed : 
and her triumph would in all human probability 
have been much more complete, especially in the 
maintenance of her " daily services," in common 
with her other devotional ordinances, had not 
another spirit arisen within herself: the spirit, 
namely, of laxity and contempt of just restraint, 
of a partial, and lukewarm attention, not to say 
of indifference, or even positive dislike, for the 
Church's rites and ordinances, in opposition to the 
true spirit of evangelical and ecclesiastical Order, 
the issue of which is a strict, a cordial, a resolute, 
and an universal obedience to her laws, ** accord- 
ing to the commandments of God." 

This spirit was enounced, propagated, and exem- 
plified by Archbishop Tillotson, seconded by the 
temporising and obsequious policy of Bishop 
Burnet, and of other favourite latitudinarian 
ecclesiasticks of that asra ; and it is shewn diffused 
through the Archbishop's Life by Thomas Birch, 
published in 1752, with an Appendix containing 
**some memorials" of him, "written upon the 
news of his death in 1694, by John Beardmore, 
for his own satisfaction, and out of honour to his 
Grace's memory:" wherein the writer expresses 
his belief, that **the then most worthy Arch- 
bishop," namely, I suppose, Tenison, " would be 
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found to walk In much the same way, and to 
tread in the same steps, as well as other excellent 
Bishops and worthy Presbyters of this Church." 
And the predominance of this spirit in the Arch- 
bishop's mind, and its tendency to regulate his 
conduct in spite of the control of the law, were so 
clearly discerned, and its perilous and mischievous 
consequences were so justly appreciated, that, as 
his laudatory Biographer has fairly told us, — 
" Hence this great man was looked upon rather 
as an enemy to the Church, than fit to be made a 
pillar of it. For so I remember I have heard some 
say, when it was first discoursed that he was to be 
made Archbishop of Canterbury, Actum est de 
Ecclesid Anglicand:^^ a prognostick, the truth of 
which to no small extent, as exemplified in the 
Church's authority, and in the ^* seemly and due 
order" of doing the things, prescribed by her, is 
realised before us even at this day. But our 
subject will be illustrated by the mention of a few 
particulars of the Archbishop's sentiments and 
conduct, which were consistent enough with his 
parentage and his ** first education and impres- 
sions," as his biographer relates, ** among those 
who were then called puritans, but of the best 
sort.'^ 

1. He placed the Church's Book of Common 
Prayer in express contrast with the religion of 
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the gospel ; and adyiaed the teaching of the latter^ 
and not of the former^ pledged as he nevertheless 
was to teach them both, as being in strict harmony 
with each other ; for, as Beardmore, who had been 
educated under his toition, relates, ^^it was the 
counsel he gave myself in the year 1661, not .... 
to cry up the liturgy or ceremonies, but to preach 
true Christianity;^' which advice, "as to himself, 
the Archbishop did most eminently practise," as 
his panegyrist also relates. 

2. He brought the ** rubricks," the rules, 
namely, which relate to the liturgy of the Church, 
into an invidious comparison with ** charity," to 
the disparagement of the former: as if honour, 
submission, and obedience to lawful authority, 
to the commands of law, whether ecclesiastical or 
civil, were not an essential and indispensable 
branch of "charity" or Christian love. And in 
so doing he took it upon himself to rebuke the 
excellent, conscientious, and consistent Beveridge, 
one of the Prebendaries of his Cathedral, who 
objected to a particular mode of providing relief 
for the persecuted French Protestants, " as con- 
trary to the rubrick;" when, as related by Birch, 
" the Dean's reply," for he was then Dean of Can- 
terbury, was "short and significant: * Doctor, 
Doctor, charity is above rubricks.' " Significant 
indeed! But it had been more significant of 
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Christian principle, if he had said, "Charity doth 
not behave itself unseemly;" Charity "rejoiceth 
not in iniquity;" but in all its efforts for the 
benefit of the distressed, it still acts " in a seemly 
and due order," and does not pass censure upon 
those who conscientiously obey the law, nor is 
fain to arrogate to itself the privilege of disobey- 
ing it. 

3. He endeavoured to procure an alteration in 
the law, whereby "the ceremonies, injoined or 
recommended in the liturgy or canons, should be 
left indifferent : " exempt, that is, from legal in- 
junction, to be adopted, I suppose, or rejected, in 
compliance with arbitrary,^ individual caprice, and 
subversive altogether of liturgical uniformity, the 
fundamental principle of the Church's publick 
worship. 

4. He endeavoured to procure an enactment, 
that " the rubrick, which obliges Ministers to read 
or hear Common Prayer publickly or privately 
every day, be changed to an exhortation to the 
people to frequent those prayers:" of which enact- 
ment the direct purport was to abrogate the 
authority of the law, and the consequence would 
naturally have been to be soon rid of the Church's 
Daily Prayers, the clergy being released from the 
obligation to read them, and the people, however 
ostensibly *^ exhorted" to frequent them, being at 
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the same time really discouraged, if not with- 
drawn, from attending ; for, in cases of the ex- 
hortation being not complied with, where was the 
opportunity to attend ? 

But whatever may have been enacted, or not 
enacted, the lax and latitudinarian spirit, which 
was generated under these auspices, was dissemi- 
nated in the Church, and betrayed itself, as 
amongst other things, so in its effect on the 
"Daily Services." Kesulting from a loose and 
negligent, not to say a hostile disposition jn high 
places, it was fostered by a confusion in some 
minds between the executive and legislative func- 
tions ; between the office and power of administer- 
ing the laws on one hand, as intrusted to the 
superintendents and rulers of the Church, and of 
altering and new-modelling them on the other, as 
if there had been established an arbitrary power 
of dispensing with positive ordinances, instead of 
what really did exist, a plain prohibition of every 
"Order contrary to anything contained in the 
Church's Liturgy:" which was promoted more- 
over by men's natural impatience of control, by 
their indolence and sloth, their secular propensi- 
ties, their recklessness about religion, and their 
disinclination for good; and which so went on 
progressively growing worse, until in the progress 
of the 18th century it attained to such a^egree of 
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general prevalence, as to have apparently caused 
men to forget, that their Prayer Books contained 
any " Orders for Daily Prayer," 



Section XIX. 

The Church's Daily Prayer; its continual 
Declension, 

Not that this effect was instantaneous, or simul- 
taneous in different places. For considerable 
attendance seems to have been given on these 
services, even in part of the 18th century; first, 
at the ^* early mattins," which the Guardian notices 
to have been ^^ kept up by the Church throughout 
London and Westminster," and then by the sub- 
stituted or additional service " at more advanced 
hours of the day." And this is confirmed by 
Strype's Edition of Stow's Survey, in 1720, where 
a Table, ** set forth some years ago,'^ is contained 
of "the Time and Place of Morning and Evening 
Prayers" in the Parish Churches and Chapek, 
whence it appears that, at an earlier or later hour. 
Morning Prayers were then, or had some years 
before been, read daily in forty-seven, and Wed* 
nesdays and Fridays in fifty-six places ; and Even- 
ing Prayers daily in forty-seven, and on Saturdays 
or some other day in nine. But the attendance, 

R. Q. "& 
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however considerable^ may be judged from the 
contemporaneous remonstrances of Beveridge and 
Nelson, to have been neither imiversal nor constant 
And that the love of many had begun to wax cold, 
may further be inferred with probability from 
such an incident as this: that, in. the Life of White 
Kennetj Bishop of Peterborough^ published in 1730, 
an account is given of his having been placed in 
the large and populous parish of St. Botolph, 
Aldgate ; where he is said to have been ** emi- 
nently strict and faithful in the performance of 
his ministerial duty, which he discharged to a 
general satisfaction.'^ One department of his 
duty is then specified to have been, that "he read 
the Prayers of the Church;" that he read them, 
not every morning and evening, not every day, 
not every Wednesday and Friday, but " once a 
week :" a degree of " strictness," to use the Bio- 
grapher's term, which, by being thus commended, 
shews that, in his estimation at least, " fiuthfbl- 
ness in the performance of that ministerial duty" 
was placed on a very low scale, being but one- 
twelfth part of what the law had aj^ointed. But, 
indeed, in this valuable article of her Bitual the 
Church was already far from being in a healthful 
state ; and an integrant part of her well constructed 
frame of devotion had begun to be impaired and 
to waste away. 
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And 80 the disease increased, and had evidently 
made a very alarming progress, or rather had 
established itself in the Church's constitution in 
1749, as we may judge from the periodical essays 
and miscellaneous writings of the age, especially 
fiom an unpublished letter of that date written by 
the reverend Thomas Allen, Rector of Kettering, 
Northamptonshire, and quoted by D'Israeli, in his 
Curiosities of Literature. The quotation notices 
certain particular opinions, which it attributes to 
the writer, but which are not connected with our 
subject: and then it goes on to observe, "This 
rector of Kettering attributes the growth of 
schisms to the neffliffence of the clergy, and seems 
to have persecuted both the archbishops, * to his 
detriment,' as he tells us, with singular plans of 
reform borrowed from monastick institutions. He 
wished to revive the practice, inculcated by a 
canon of the Council of Laodicea, of having 
prayers ad horam nonam et ad vesperam^ prayers 
twice a day in the churches." With the circum- 
stances of the case the censor does not bring us 
acquainted: but it appears to be one of its Curio- 
sitiesy that the Critick has limited the authority 
for the use of "daily Prayer" in our churches to 
**a canon of the Council of Laodicea;" and has 
shewn himself so ignorant as not to know, or so 
disingenuous as to keep out of sight, that tha 
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same practice was no less inculcated by the laws 
both of the Church and of the State in England; 
those laws continuing in existence, and being in- 
titled to obedience, and having received the pro- 
mise of obedience from the ministers of the Church, 
both in 1749, and in 1834, when the Critick, 
after the lapse of almost half a century from the 
commencement, published the ninth edition of his 
work. But our business with the work on this 
occasion is, not to correct its error, but to use it as 
an evidence for attesting, how surely and exten- 
sively the declension from obedience to the law, 
in this particular at least, had been propagated, 
forasmuch as the practice of "having prayers 
twice a day in the churches," in obedience thereto, 
was in 1749 sought, though ineffectually it seems, 
to be " revived." 

Section XX. 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer, revival of it not 
agreeable to merHs minds. 

But the temper of men's minds at that time 
does not seem to have been favourable to the 
resuscitation and redintegration of the torpid 
spirit of devotion among Churchmen: and from 
the following narrative may be formed an opinion, 
that to innovate and make fresh alterations in our 
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liturgical forms, without the sanction, or rather in 
opposition to the directions, of the law, was more 
likely to find acceptance in some quarters, than a 
counteraction and correction of former innova- 
tions and deflexions from the right way. In 
1757, Bishop Gilbert was translated from the see 
of Salisbury to the archiepiscopal throne of York, 
ott the promotion of Archbishop Hutton to that 
of Canterbury: one consequence of which trans- 
lation shall be related in the words of Bishop 
Newton, the Commentator on the Prophecies, 
from his Life^ written by himself. "There is," 
-says the right reverend author, "a method of 
confirmation, which was first introduced by Arch- 
bishop Gilbert: he first proposed it to the clergy 
of Nottingham, at his primary visitation, and 
upon their unanimous approbation he put it in 
practice- This was instead of going round the 
rail of the communion table, and laying his hands 
upon the heads of three or four persons held close 
together, and in a low voice repeating the form of 
prayer over them; he went round the whole rail 
at once, laid his hand upon the head of every 
person severally, and when he had gone through 
the whole, then he drew back to the communion 
table, and in as audible and solemn a manner, as 
he could, pronounced the prayer over them all. 
This had a wonderful effect. The clergy and the 
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people were struck with the deoencj as much as 
with the noT^fy of the ceremony. The con- 
firmations were performed in less time and with 
less trouble, with more alence and scdemnity, and 
with more regularity and order. It conmianded 
attention; it rsused devotion; inasmudi that 
several Bishops since have adopted the same 
method." Without staying to discuss ^the de- 
cency of tlus new ceremony," and the other quali- 
ties ascribed to it, I quote the passage for the 
mere purpose of observing, that it is distinguished, 
according to the narrator's representation, by its 
"novelty;" by its having been then "first pro- 
posed," and then "first introduced," into the 
Church: by the quality, that is, of its being an 
innovation, not only on the previous practice, but 
on the express injunction of the Church: and 
that the approval and adoption of it are symptoms 
of a disposition, not solicitous to maintain imim- 
paired, still less to repair, if broken in upon, and 
to re-establish, the ceremonies of the Church 
according to her own appointment. 

Hence there appears but little reason for ex- 
pecting to find at that season a recognition and 
correction of liturgical error, and a return to 
lawful conformity founded upon the principle of a 
conscientious obedience to the law. Nor in efiect 
is such a reformation to be found. On the con* 
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trary, the evil, with respect to the Church's 
"Daily Prayers," previously existing, was at that 
period and in succeeding years perpetuated and 
aggravated, in despite of the most plain warnings 
of the Church. 

I say, "in despite of the most plain warnings 
of the Church:" for the Book of Common Prayer, 
in its Preface, "Concerning the Service of the 
Church," contained then, as it contains now, what 
was enacted by the Act of Uniformity in the first 
year of Queen Elizabeth, and by the Act of Uni- 
formity in the fourteenth of King Charles IL, 
namely, that "all Priests and Deacons are to say 
daily the Morning and Evening Prayer, either 
privately or epenly, not being let by sickness, or 
some other urgent cause:" "And the Curate that 
ministereth in every parish-church or chapel, being 
at home, and not being otherwise reasonably hin- 
dered, shall say the same in the parish-church or 
chapel where he ministereth, and shall cause a 
bell to be tolled thereunto a convenient time be- 
fore he begin, that the people may come to hear 
Grod's word, and to pray with him." 

And this is followed by "the Order how the 
Psalter is appointed to be read:" namely, "The 
Psalter shall be read through once every month, 
as it is there appointed, both for the Morning and 
Evening Prayer." 
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And this is followed by " The Order how the 
rest of Holy Scripture is appointed to be read:" 
namely, " The Old Testament is appointed for the 
first Lessons at Morning and Evening Prayer; 
.... The New Testament is appointed for the 
second Lessons at Morning and Evening Prayer; 
. • . . And to know what lessons shall be read 
every day, look for the day of the month in the 
Calendar following, and there ye shall find the 
chapters that shall be read for the Lessons both 
at Morning and Evening Prayer." 

And then, after the Calendar and certain ex- 
planatory Tables, come the Prayers, with their 
introductory Title printed in large and conspi- 
cuous characters, "The order for MORN- 
ING PRAYER, DAILY throughout the 
Year," and again, in due course, after the same 
manner, " The order for EVENING 
PRAYER, DAILY throughout the Year:" 
preliminary to the former of which however is a 
direction which embraces both, namely, '^The 
order for Morning and Evening Prayer 
daily to be said and used throughout the year;" 
the order being, "The Morning and Evening 
Prayer shall be used in the accustomed place of 
the Church, Chapel, or Chancel " 

The clear and emphatical enunciation, repeti- 
tion, iteration, reiteration, of the phrases "Daily 
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Prayer," "Morning and Evening Prayer," "every 
day throughout the year," may be almost taken 
as intended for safeguards of the Church's pur- 
pose, and as fences against any attempt to defeat 
it. At all events, they speak plainly enough the 
Church's mind for the use of "Daily Prayers" in 
her holy places, with the accompaniments of the 
orderly reading of the "Psalms" and "Holy 
Scripture." But in despite of these most plain 
warnings, *^ churches and chapels" had by this 
time well nigh lost the character, by which the 
learned Joseph Bingham, author of the Ecclesias- 
tical Antiquities^ in the language of an earlier 
writer, had described them, as the places, namely, 
** wherein men daily meet and assemble together;" 
and the order, not to say of Morning and Even- 
ing, but of "Daily Prayer," if kept up by the 
zealous exertions of a few faithful and diligent 
servants of God, preserved for the most part a 
feeble and lingering existence, and, when used at 
all, was but as " the voice of one that crieth in 
the wilderness." 

Whether the ministers of the Church or the 
people were first and generally responsible for 
this dereliction of duty to God and his holy 
Church; whether the clergy in general were 
voluntary abettors and partakers, or were imwil- 
lingly aiid reluctantly constrained to give wa^ 
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under the burden, of their people's apathy; may 
be matter of conjecture: but it may be taken, I 
presume, without controversy as matter of fact, 
that, before the close of the eighteenth century, 
the desertion of our churches, even in popidous 
parishes, for "daily worship," was become so 
general, and the " forsaking of the assembling of 
themselves together," at the Church's morning 
and evening bidding, was become so much " the 
manner" of most of her children, as to fix upon 
the few of her laity, who persevered in attending, 
a mark of eccentricity and singularity. To this 
effect an anecdote is recorded of one, who died in 
the year 1807, in the 75th of his age, and who 
during his long life had been as remarkable for his 
cheerful good humour, as for his true and un- 
wearied spirit of devotion, testified by an uniform 
and never-ceasing attendance on the " Daily 
Prayers," Alluding to the general falling off in 
these observances, he was in the habit of relating 
to his fiiends, that, ^^ having one day observed his 
own banker in church at weekly prayers, as they 
walked out when the service was over, in his 
lively manner, he said to him, * J£ you will not 
teU of me, I will not tell of you.'" But the 
anecdote deserves to be considered much more 
seriously than as the mere lively sally of a good- 
humoured, cheerM old man. And purely it may 
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give occasion for solemn reflection and deep and 
bitter regret, that these holy ordinances of the 
Church should have been so widely neglected, and 
so nearly annihilated; and that such multitudes 
of her children should have been found to cast 
behind their backs her laws and provisions for 
worshipping God "day by day;" and that so few 
should have been found to persevere in observing 
this her "godly discipline;" and they perhaps, 
instead of being honoured for their faithful devo- 
tion, as *'the salt of the earth," more commonly 
regarded as objects of worldly commiseration, of 
derision, and scorn, and contempt. 



Section XXL 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer. Remnants of an 
Obedient Spirit, 

Yet amidst the general apostasy, sometimes 
may particular instances, such as hath been just 
mentioned, attract the pleased attention; some- 
times 

Did the sable cloud 
Turn forth her silver lining on the night, 
And cast a gleam over this tufted grove. 

At all times there have been some, both clerick& 
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and laicks, who have been studious to prove 
themselves the Church's obedient children. The 
annals of parochial occurrences, or his own indivi- 
dual experience and inquiries, will probably bring 
to the reader's mind examples of this godly zeal 
and diligence, God forbid that I should intimate 
a sentiment calculated to aggravate the real evil, 
or to depreciate the worth of any deserving Chris- 
tian Churchman I One at least I knew, (filial as 
well as professional reverence dictates this passing 
tribute to his memory,) one clergyman, I say, at 
least I knew, who, having for many years perse- 
vered in the use of " daily publick Prayer," even 
when literally no more than " two or three were 
gathered together in his Master's name," was at 
length constrained to relinquish it by the non- 
attendance of a congregation, still retaining, how- 
ever, the Wednesday and Friday services, as well 
as those for the Church Festivals. And more 
than one lay member of the Church I knew, 
(filial affection here also craves indulgence for 
alluding to an individual of the "little flock,") 
who waited continually on their clergyman's 
ministrations ; and " day by day," and month by 
month, and year by year, frequented their accus- 
tomed places in God's house, and joined " without 
ceasing" in his appointed worship. Two others 
also I would fain particularise: one, the widow of 
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a Baronet, the other a respectable tradesman, both 
constantly seen in their accustomed places, whence 
no cause but illness, or other urgent necessity, 
ever occasioned them to be absent. I see them 
now in my mind's eye : the former " an aged 
woman," "of meek and quiet spirit," "adorned 
with good works," "in behaviour such as be- 
cometh holiness;" the latter, an "aged man," 
"sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in 
charity, in patience," the exemplar of a pious 
English Churchman, with Common Prayer Book 
in hand, and voice lifted up at the Church's 
bidding in prayer and praise to God ; and heart, 
so far as human eye could judge, intent on giving 
God glory. 

Of these, however, the world knows nothing. 
But I would fain also mark with peculiar respect 
the names of two excellent laymen, who have 
lived within our recollection, "merciful men, 
whose righteousness hath not been forgotten," 
and whose names deserve to be had perpetually in 
honour: William Stevens, and James Allan Park : 
the former. Treasurer of Queen Anne's Bounty, 
and a liberal supporter of everything good and 
praiseworthy in England, and an active instru- 
ment for improving the condition of the Episco- 
pate of Scotland : the latter, associated with him 
and others for the promotion of those pious and 
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charitable works, and by profession and office one 
of the judges of the land : the former the subject, 
the latter the author, of the biographical memoir, 
to which I referred for a recent anecdote, and 
which it is now again my purpose to cite. 

William Stevens, though a layman and a trades- 
man, like good old Izaak Walton, whom in many 
points he resembled, was an assiduous literary 
student, and a profound theologian ; but still more 
worthy of remembrance, on account of those reli- 
gious qualities, which are thus fediingly portrayed 
by his biographer: — 

" The hand that writes, and the heart that dic- 
tates, this sketch, to the memory of departed 
worth, fears no contradiction when he asserts, 
that, as few men had grounded their belief and 
practice on stronger foundations, so his reading 
and knowledge had produced corresponding fruits; 
for Mr. Stevens was a firm and conscientious 
believer in all the doctrines of religion, as pro- 
fessed by the Church of England ; and he was an 
attentive observer of all her ordinances : attending 
to the exhortation of the Apostle, not to forsake 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is, he was literally ghd when they 
said, ^Let us go into the house of the Lord.' 
He therefore regularly attended the service of the 
Church, twice every Sunday, even to the day of 
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his death, (for he had no confinement preparatory 
to his death;) never missed an opportunity of 
receiving the Holy Sacrament, making it a point 
of duty not to turn his back upon the Lord's 
table, when spread for the reception of those who 
were religiously and devoutly disposed; and he 
was always in his publick devotions, attentive, 
earnest, devout, and pious. Even the most minute 
observances of the church did not escape him : for 
he never omitted to stand when the praises of God 
were sung, even though in a congregation, where 
he might be the solitary instance of this decorous 
and becoming usage." 

And then, after some remarks, valuable but not 
immediately bearing upon our subject, the learned 
biographer introduces the particular, which has 
recommended his sketch to our present notice : — 
" This worthy man did not content himself with 
duly observing one day in seven ; but, for many 
years of his life, (certainly the author can speak 
to above eighteen from his own personal know- 
ledge, and from information to many more,) 
regularly attended weekly prayers: a custom 
shamefully and irreligiously omitted, even by 
those whose leisure and business would well 
enable them with Mr. Stevens, to have thus, on 
Wednesdays and Fridays at least, visited the 
courts of the Lord. Such persons seem to £oi:^\.^ 
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what every head of a family ought ever earnestly 
to inculcate upon his children, and those under 
his care, or those whom he may have the oppor- 
tunity of influencing by his advice, that the being 
permitted to ^ behold the fair beauty of the Lord, 
and to visit his temple,' is an inestimable privilege 
as well as a duty, and not a burdensome task. 
This good man did not consider it to be a burden, 
but an invaluable blessing : for even against the 
customs of that city, where he dwelt, uncounte- 
nanced by his neighbours or fiiends, and when 
even only two or three were gathered together, 
he persevered in this godly practice to the end of 
his life." 

I feel, that towards the close of a long inquiry 
I run the risk of tedious prolixity, by dwelling so 
amply upon this example. But amidst much luke- 
warm indiflference, and much intemperate zeal, 
which can hardly escape the eye of any one who 
calmly contemplates our religious condition, it is 
consolatory and cheering to ponder such a pattern 
set by a conmiercial, and such sentiments avowed 
by a legal, member of our communion ; a pattern 
and sentiments well worthy of clerical as well as 
of laical attention and imitation, and testifying to 
those who have eyes to see, and ears to hear, and 
hearts to feel, and minds to understand, that even 
in this our day, as in the golden age of our theo- 
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logical and ecclesiastical renown^ there have not 
been wanting laymen to profess the principles, 
and to acknowledge the authority, and to follow 
the guidance, of the Church. 

Section XXIL 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer. Difficulty and 
hope of Reviving it 

That the general revival of the Daily Services is 
hardly to be expected, we may have too much 
cause to fear from the present temper of men's 
minds, when, if we be awakened from ^^that spirit 
of slumber," which by some is supposed to have 
beset us in the by-gone age, we appear to be 
awakened to a self-complacent, independent, irre- 
gular, and erratick spirit, which inclines us more 
to be **wise in our own eyes," and to "lean unto 
our own imderstanding," than to profess a quiet 
recognition of the Church's authority, and to 
practise a dutiful obedience to her ordinances for 
the Lord's sake. 

But if this be in part our condition, as I fear 
we must confess with deep sorrow and humilia- 
tion of heart before God, we have also cause to 
acknowledge with humble and hearty thankful- 
ness to God, that our condition in ij^iXt \a» wi^ 
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more befitting those ^^ who profess and emil diem- 
selves Christians;" that by his mercj and gcaee 
there are amongst us alleaflfe*fev^(sii^ He grant 
them to beeome continnallj more and more !) who 
look back with sted&st nnwavering eye to the 
institutions of the Church, as reformed in the 
sixteenth century from Romish corruptions, and 
guarded against Puritanical noTclties, and re- 
established in Apostolical faith, discipline, and 
worship : who study to follow with diligence and 
fidelity the footsteps of those, that in the next 
succeeding age became the living rejuresentativee 
of the reformers and restorers of the Churdi; 
and who, after the manner of these godly men, 
however spumed or slighted by others, make it 
their hearts' desire, and the business of their lives, 
to worship God, even the God c^ their fathers, as 
their fathers had done before them. 

From persons, such as these at least, let us 
hope for better things. And what is there to for- 
bid us, rather what is there not to encourage us, so 
to hope ? For a long course of years these " Orders 
of the Church" have been, as it were, lying in 
abeyance : and during the greater part of the 
last century, as well as in the present, the willing 
and docile children of the Church have derived 
but little countenance and support from such 
contemporaneous and living aids, as those which 
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we have beea at this time inyestigating in the his- 
torical and biographical and theological remains 
of the century preceding. 

1. Commentators on the Book of C(»nmon 
Prayer, during that period, have been for the 
most part silent as to the obligation of these 
*^ Orders," and have forborne to press them upon 
the attention of the readers. Such is the case 
with Dr. Bennet, in his Paraphrase with Anno^ 
tatkms upon the Book of Common Prayer y in 1708 ; 
and with Veneer, in his Exposition of the Book of 
Common Prayer^ in 1727 ; and with Shepherd, 
towards the close of the century, in his Critical 
and Practical Elucidation of the Morning and Eve- 
ninff Prayer of the Church of England ; and with 
Waldo, about the same date, in his Commentary 
Practical and Explanatory on the Liturgy of the 
Church of England as used on Sundays, Valu- 
able as these works are for elucidating and justi- 
fyii^ the Prayers appointed for the Daily de- 
votions of the Church, they do not put them for- 
ward, and enforce them as "Daily Prayers." In 
Brewstis^R^S Practical Reflections siso On the Ordi- 
nation Services, in 1810, there is no notice taken 
of the promise made by the Candidate for Priest's 
Orders, that he "will be diligent in prayers," as 
having any reference to his publick ministration 
of the daily and other " Orders of the Churchy" 
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in pursuance of the Bubrick^ whidi injoiiis the 
daily repeating twice of the publick and C<Hnmon 
Prayer in the Church. 

2. So far also as my observation and experience 
have extended^ this subject has been but little 
brought forward in comparatively modem times 
under the sanction of episcopal or other high 
ecclesiastical authority. 

Thus, for example, neither in A Discourse of 
the Pastoral Carey written, in 1692, by Burnet, 
Bishop of Salisbury ; nor in Directions to the Clergy 
of the Diocese^ by Gibson, Bishop of London, in 
1724, nor in a Charge delivered to the same in 1741 
and 1742 ; nor in InstructioTis to the Clergy of the 
Diocese of Ttumiy by Archbishop Hort, in the 
last-mentioned year, is there notice taken of 
" Daily Prayers ;" although each of them contains 
particular admonitions about the proper mode 
of reading the publick Offices of the Church : and 
Bishop Gibson specially exhorts his Clergy to 
*^ endeavour to convince and reform those who 
are found negligent in the great duty of resorting 
to the publick service of the Church, or not care- 
ful enough to be present at the beginning of it ; 
and to bring all, in general, to a just sense of 
the obligations they are under, to give a diligent 
attention of the mind in all the offices of religion 
whether publick or private." And he further 
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instructs the Clergy, that it is needful for parents 
and masters to " fit and prepare the youth under 
their care to be publickly catechised," and to 
^'accustom their children, from the beginning, 
to a regular attendance upon the publick worship 
of the Church, with a decent and orderly be- 
haviour therein." The comprehensiveness of these 
instructions may perhaps be understood as em- 
bracing attendance on the Church's " Daily 
Prayers." Whether these were in the contempla- 
tion of the writer, every reader must judge for 
himself. But they hardly seem to enforce univer- 
sal obedience to the rubricks with the decision of 
Bishop Hough: certainly they do not contain 
such ^specifick and most intelligible cautions, as 
Sprat, Bishop of Rochester, when writing on 
similar general topicks in 1695, inculcated on his 
Clei^ as to the performance of " their weekly 
or rather daily labours," "in all the ordinary 
offices of the publick liturgy," as hath been al- 
ready noticed. 

- I have referred to these four Charges in par- 
ticular, because they naturally invite observation 
and are easily accessible, from being contained 
in a very useful and valuable volume, published, 
1807, in Oxford, at the Clarendon Press, under 
the title of The Clergymaris Instructor y or a Collec-^ 
Hon of Tracts on the Ministerial Duties: in an 
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Advertisement prefixed to which a hope is ex- 
pressed, ^^that the present re-pobEcation of trBctfl;, 
calculated especially both to teach and to oifofce 
the Practical Duty of MmisterSy will not be 
thought less useful than others which have pre- 
ceded it, or a less serviceable endeavour to oon- 
tribute to the advancement of true religicm, and 
a due honouring of the chubgh as \xj law es- 
tablished in this realm." Notwithstanding the 
omission, from the three charges, of one impcHV 
tant Practical Duty of Ministers, I thankfully 
acknowledge now, as heretofore, the ^^ usefulness'' 
of the collection; the rather as the mioister, who 
shall study the whole, will find the omission, 
in these Charges supplied by the Rules and 
Advices of Bishop Taylor, and by the 2>w- 
course of Bishop Sprat Still the omission from 
each of these Charges by itself is remarkable as 
bearing on our present question. 

3. Thus again the like omission is observable 
in the generally judicious and valuable Charges 
of Archbishop Seeker, from 1738 to 1766. But 
it is of great importance to our subject that this 
omission be carefully noticed with simultaneous 
reference to some things on whidi he insists. 

In his second Chai^ge, for instance, to his Clergy 
of Oxford, infordng a better attendance at God's 
House on the Lord's day, he says, ^^ I must not 
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conclude this head without desiring you to remind 
your peoplCj that our Liturgy consists not only 
of Morning but Eyening Prayer also ; that the 
latter is in proportion equally edifying and in- 
structive with the former ; and so shorty that, 
generally speaking, there can arise no inconvenience 
from attending upon it, provided persons are 
within any tolerable distance from the church : 
and that few of them have any business at that 
time of the day." 

And, inculcating a regular observance of the 
Church Festivals, he says, " Besides your and 
their duty on the Lord's day, it is appointed, 
that all ministers of parishes read Prayers on 
Holy days> on Wednesdays and Fridays; and 
tmdoubtedly your endeavours to procure a con»- 
gregation at such times ought not to be wanting. 
Were I to repeat to you the strong expressions, 
which my great predecessor Bishop Fell used 
in requiring this part of ecclesiastical duty, 
they would surprise you. But I content my- 
self with saying, that publick worship was from 
the very first ages constantly performed on the 
two stationary days of the week ; that all holy 
days, appointed by the Church, were carefully 
observed by the Clergy; that where you can 
get a competent number to attend at these 
times you will act a very pious and useful. 



200 THE OFFERTORY. 

as well as regular part; that your own houses 
will sometimes furnish a small congregation ; and 
what success you may have with others^ nothing 
but trials, repeated from time to time, can inform 
you." 

And observing, that in a few parishes of the 
diocese the offertory is continued, but in many 
there is none at all, " though it be certainly a 
practice of primitive antiquity, a most proper ad- 
monition and specimen of charity, which I fear,** 
he says, *^ the generality of Christians much want 
to be reminded of; a most seasonable demonstra- 
tion of our loving our brethren for His sake who 
hath loved us ; and a thing expressly injoined in 
the rubrick of the Commimion office : why there- 
fore," he asks, "should you not attempt to revive 
it where it has been interrupted ?" 

And in one of his sermons, containing An Ex- 
planation and Defence of the Liturgy of the Church 
of England^ he says, " After the Sermon, one or 
more of the Sentences, or Scripture injunctions of 
bounty and almsgiving, as also the Prayer * for 
the whole state of Christ^s Church militant,' are 
appointed to be read, * if there be no communion,' 
before the congregation be dismissed : neither of 
these things being ever imsuitable. And ^ the 
first day of the week' is recommended in scripture 
for purposes of charity, as well as set apart for 
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' making supplications and giving thanks for all 
men. 

Now if any person will carefully consider what 
were the objects of these several advices of the 
Bishop of Oxford, as he then was, to his Clergy, 
the procuring, namely, of the people's attendance 
on divine worship at the Evening Prayers of the 
Lord's day, of their attendance at the service of 
the Holydays, and of the Wednesday and Friday 
in each week, and of the keeping up of the Offer- 
tory, and of the reading of the Sentences and the 
Prayer for the Church militant, when there is no 
communion; and will then consider the reasons 
given for the several admonitions : greatly as he 
will approve these reasons for the intended pur- 
poses, forasmuch as they are drawn from holy 
writ, fix)m the usage of the primitive Church, fix)m 
the provisions and laws of our own Chiurch, from 
the pious and charitable character, the suitableness, 
and the facility, of the things themselves; he 
will find them, on a further comparison, equally 
clear and cogent for observing the *^ Orders for 
daily Prayer," and will lament that they have not 
been so applied by that eminent authority* He 
wiU probably lament, also, that in his Instructions 
to Candidates for Holy Orders^ the Archbishop 
limits the engagement of being ** diligent in 
Prayers" to " private Prayers," instead of extend- 
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ing it, with Dean Comber, so as, together with 
private Prayer, to comprise the " daily repeating 
twice of the publick and common Prayer of the 
Church." 

These onussions on the part of the excellent 
Primate are the more remarkable, because his 
judgment in favour of the obligation of observing 
the " Orders for daily Prayer" is manifested else- 
where by his practice; and what he failed to 
recommend by precept, he has recommended im- 
equivocally by example. For it is specially plea- 
sant to be enabled to add, on the authority of his 
Chaplain and Biographer, Bishop Porteus, that, 
when he was Bector of St James's " he allowed 
out of his own income a salary for reading early 
and late Prayers, which had been formerly paid 
out of the Offertory;" and that " during the 
whole time that he was Dean of St. Paul's, he at- 
tended Divine Service constantly in that Cathe- 
dral, twice every day, whether in residence or 
not." What a blessing to the Church, what an 
acquisition for true Beligion and godly wori^p, 
had he impressed conduct such as this on the 
Clergy and People of his Diocese and his Pro- 
vince ! That so, from the same quarter, whence a 
cloud had crept over the Church " like the morn- 
ing spread upon the mountains," obstructing her 
continual devotion of herself to her Grod and 
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Saviour^ a ray might have emerged reminding 
her of the contemplation and adoration due " day 
by day" to the Sun of Righteousness : and that 
the voice of the Church, which had been weU nigh 
put to silence every morning and evening by one 
of her former hierarchs, might have been rallied 
again and reanimated to morning and evening 
devotion under the auspices of another ; and the 
daily cry of the watchman might have been again 
soimded forth in our land/ and the answer might 
have been again returned aloud by the voices 
and hearts of our people, '^ O come, let us sing 
unto the Lord: let us heartily rejoice in the 
strength of our salvation. Let us come before his 
presence with thanksgiving: and shew ourselves 
glad in him with psalms. O come, let us worship 
and fall down : and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker. To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts!'* 

4. Biographical Memoirs of the Clergy of the 
last age have not given encouragement to an ob* 
servance of the Churches " Daily Orders : " in truth, 
they rather stand in contrast with those of the 
preceding age. 

Of this a remarkable instance may be cited from 
The Lives of Dr. Edtoard Pacocky the celebrated 
Orientalist J by Dr. Twells; of Dr. Zachary Pearce, 
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Bishop of Rochester, and of Dr. Thovnas Newtariy 
Bishop of Bristol, by themselves, republished in 
I8I69 ^^ the undertakiiig,'' as stated in the Preface, 
haying been " first suggested by a perusal of the 
very interesting Life of Dr. Pocock : and the lives, 
which accompany it, having been selected, as con- 
taining, with respect to more modem times, an 
equally considerable portion of curious history, 
ecclesiastical, political, and literary." We have 
already had occasion to notice the professional 
conduct of Dr. Pocock, according to the record of 
him in this Life by Dr. Twells, as calculated, in 
common with many other bright examples of the 
I7th century, to prompt a modem clergyman to 
diligence and faithfulness in the discharge of his 
ministerial duties in divine service, especially in 
the article of the ^^ Daily Prayers." In that re- 
spect the lives of the two eminent prelates, here 
associated with Dr. Pocock, will hardly be thought 
calculated to produce the like effect. Of Bishop 
Pearce indeed it is related, that " in his Parochial 
Cure he was punctually diligent, and very seldom 
omitted to preach." But, if it may be hence in- 
ferred, yet it is not affirmed, that his ^^ punctuality" 
extended to a constant celebration of the Church's 
" Daily Orders :" so that the reader, if seeking en- 
couragement for ministerial *^ di%ence in Prayers," 
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mudt hesitate in adopting this for an example. 

Of Bishop Newton's ministerial punctuality and 

diligence I find no record. 

From the mention^ indeed, which in a former 

page has been made of Lord Bath, it may perhaps 

be implied, that "the Morning Service" was 

"daily" used in St. Martin's church, during 

Bishop Pearce's incumbency in that vicarage, and 

that this was one of the examples of his "punctual 

diligence in his parochial cure." But the fact is 

by no means palpable : it is, in the poet's phrase, 

A spot. 
Not quickly found, if negligeutly sought. 

Still less is it palpable, that Bishop Newton, 
whilst incumbent of St. Mary-le-Bow, in Cheap- 
side, celebrated "daily worship'^ in that parish 
church: or that it was the "daily publick ser- 
vice" in the cathedral churches of St. Paul's and 
of Bristol, on which he endeavoured to attend, 
as Dean and Bishop respectively, so far as his 
tender health and frequent illnesses would permit. 
These things may have been so ; and it is not in- 
tended or desired to controvert them. But it is 
intended to affirm, that they are noticed so indis- 
tinctly and obscurely, if at all, that the reader of 
the Lives must have risen from the perusal of 
them, without having had his mind drawn to the 
contemplation, or his heart animated to the imita- 
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tioD, of iheae two eminent churchmen, as exem- 
plars of "Daily Prayer:" without such senti- 
ments, in a word, as will have been impressed by 
the biographies of the presbyters Pocock, Hopkins, 
and Bichard Newton, or of the Bishops Patrick, 
Beveridge, and Wilson. 

5. But however defective these biographical me- 
moirs may have been for encouraging ministerial 
fidelity and obedience in the case before us, they 
bring forward one view of things, which leads to 
the supposition, that a different effect must have 
resulted from such examples, as are positively and 
explicitly stated to have been set by the members 
of these two chapters. The authenticity and 
genuineness of the statement are unquestionable. 
Whether it is to be supposed that these, in their 
capitular character, or as parochial clergymen, 
were likely to maintain and transmit the Qrdeis 
of the Church in thdr integrity, by their own 
exertions, or to stimulate and assist others in the 
like efforts, however exemplary may have been the 
practice of their bishops, is now submitted to the 
reader's consideration, in connection with the fol- 
lowing extract from Bishop Newton's ij/!?, as 
written by himself. *^ By living and residing at 
Bristol so much, he was in hopes that his example 
would have induced the other members of the 
Church to perform also their part, and to dis- 
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charge at least their statutable duties. The 
(kauMLj^ m wcrdi st feast 500£ a jeur, and eadi 
prebend is worth about half that sum^ and their 
estates are capable of good improvement ; and for 
these preferments the residence usually required 
is three months for the Dean, and half that time 
for each Prebendary. But, alas ! never was 
church more shamefully neglected. The Bishop 
has several times been there for months together, 
without seeing the face of Dean, or Prebendary, 
or any thing better than a Minor Canon. The 
care and management of the church was left to 
Mr. Camplin, Precentor or Senior Minor Canon, 
and to the Sexton. The Bishop's example having 
no kind of effect, he remonstrated several times : " 
one head of his remonstrance being the resort of 
great numbers to the cathedral on a Sunday, and 
their astonishment "at finding only one Minor 
Canon both to read, and to preach, and perhaps 
administer the sacrament. •.••••• The church of 
Rochester was said to be much in the same pre- 
dicament as that of Bristol But the 

Bishop of Bristol's remonstrances had no better 
effect than his example ; and to do more than to 
say what was right, and practise it himself, was 
not in his power." 

Hence a judgment may be formed of the actual 
condition and the probable influence of the Dvgs^k- 
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taries of Bristol and Eochester about the middle 
of the eighteenth century, with respect to the 
subject of the present inquiry. It will be rea- 
sonably supposed, that their state was widely 
different from that of the Dublin Dignitaries 
about a century before, when " the two cathedrals 
and the parish Churches of that city" enjoyed the 
blessing of " the daily accustomed service of God." 
And it may be probably believed^ that from the 
members of those chapters no encouragement 
was derived by such other ministers or lay-mem- 
bers of the Church, as might be desirous of per- 
petuating or reviving the observance of her 
" Orders of Daily Prayer." 

6. But our position may be exemplified under 
several points of view by a reference to the Life 
of Beilby Porteus, Bishop of London^ in 1812, by 
his nephew and chaplain, the reverend fiobert 
Hodgson, Sector of St. George's Hanover Square, 
and afterwards Dean of Carlisle* 

On becoming resident at his rectory of Hunton, 
about 1768, Dr. Porteus is related to have ** dis- 
charged with zeal the duties of his parish; to 
have preached almost always in the morning; in 
the afternoon to have very frequently lectured on 
the Catechism; and to have lost no opportunity, 
where he saw fit occasion, of private admonition. 
He had the happiness to see his church 
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well filled with a congregation^ neat and decent in 
their attire^ with cheerful and satisfied looks, 
serious in their devotions, and attentive and 
grateful to their instructor." No notice however 
is taken of their publick " daily" devotions. 

During his residence at Lambeth, as his bio- 
grapher relates, *^ there was nothing that tended 
in any degree to the credit and benefit of the 
parish, which escaped his attention: but that 
especially which occupied his thoughts, and tp 
which his chief anxiety was earnestly directed, 
was the salvation of those committed to his care. 
This was his great, his never-ceasing object; and 
there cannot be a stronger instance of it, than the 
letter, which he addressed to them, on the more 
religious observance of Good Friday." The bio- 
grapher goes on to recount the arguments used " in 
this excellent little Tract;" its adoption by "the 
Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge;" the 
wise provision of a solemn service made by the 
Church for the day^s observance; and the happy 
effect produced by the tract, much greater indeed 
than he had reason to expect: for "not only was 
a more devout observance of Good Friday pro- 
duced in his own parish, but, as he himself has 
observed, *on the very next return of that day, the 
shops were all shut up, the churches were crowded, 
and the utmost seriousness and decorum to<^k 

B.Q. ^ 
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plaoe^ throughout the cities of London and West- 
minster, and their environs.' " On the character, 
the extent, and, let me add, the perpetuation of 
this effect, we may reflect with thankfiilness; but 
not perhaps mthout a mixture of regret, that the 
powerful influence, which was used so beneficially 
for restoring an observance of the Church's ser- 
vices on that particular day, was not put forward 
at all in recommendation and support of her pro- 
visions for daily worship. 

After he became Bishop of London, he de- 
livered, in 1791, a Charge to his Clergy, "fwr 
which he selected such topicks, as appeared the 
most important: and accordingly he insisted prin- 
cipally on the necessity of more constant resi- 
dence, an increase of salaries to curates, and the 
improvement of our parochial psalmody. Li re- 
gard to the last of these subjects, he states the 
following, among other reasons, for pressii^ it on 
the attention of the clergy. * Of all the services 
of our Church, none appeared to me to have sunk 
to so low an ebb, or so evidently to need reform, 
as our parochial psalmody ....'" But no notice 
is taken of the Church's "Daily Services," as 
having "sunk to a low ebb," or as "evidently 
needing reform." 

Upon occasion of a Confirmation in 1802, the 
following pastoral advice was given as to the 
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^'punctual fulfilment of this sacred engagement" 
"That you may be enabled to do aU this, you 
must frequently and fervently apply for the as- 
sistance of God's Holy Spirit; you must never 
let the morning rise, nor the evening dose upon 
you, without addressing God in private prayer; 
you must be constant in your attendance on the 
publick service of the Church on the Lord's Day, 
both morning and afternoon; you must remember 
that Gt)d claims that day as his own .... And 
you must not only attend to the general duties of 
the Church, but must prepare yourselves, as soon 
as possible, for that most solemn rite of our reli- 
gion, the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper." 
Together however with " the publick service of 
the Church on the Lord's day," and ^^ God's claim 
upon that day as his own," it is not suggested for 
consideration, that publick service is appointed by 
the Church for "the morning and evening of 
every day," a portion of it being thus assigned for 
Gtxl's publick worship. 

With reference to a Charge in 1794, wherein 
he "strongly pressed upon his clergy the necessity 
of greater zeal and activity in their sacred call- 
ing," his biographer observes, that the Bishop 
" never imposed a burthen upon others, of which 
he was not always disposed and anxious to take a 
full share himself; and of this he gave a mf^mojt- 
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able proof, by undertakmg to prepare and deUver 
in St. James's church, on the Fridays during 
Lent, in 1798, a course of Lectures on the Gk)spel 
of St. Matthew." Li addition to the other rear 
sons for this undertaking, ^^he felt that these were 
exertions in a peculiar manner incumbent on the 
clergy; and that^ not only on the parodiial minis- 
ter, but on those, in a still higher d^ree, who 
filled the more exalted stations in the Church, and 
to whom therefore attached a weightier respon- 
sibility." Still it is not mentioned, that an effort 
was made for improving a spirit of piety and 
devotion in the members of the Church by means 
of the Church's ** Orders for Daily Prayers." 

Finally, in consideration of the distance of a 
particular hamlet from the parish church of Sun- 
dridge, and the difficulty of the inhabitants at- 
tending divine worship, he ** undertook to erect 
and endow a chapel of ease, where the duties of 
religion might be regularly performed, and at the 
same time to build a house for a resident minister, 
.... who might by his doctrines, his exhorta- 
tions, and his example, be the means of remedying 
the existing evils, and be, both in their temporal 
and their spiritual concerns, the guide, protector, 
benefactor, and friend of the poor ignorant peo- 
ple." ^^ All this he lived to accomplish: and thus, 
by an act of benevolence, of which there are but 
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few examples^ conferred the greatest of all human 
benefits." ** And," adds the Bishop's amiable and 
respectable biographer, " it is in my power to say, 
and I say it with genuine satisfaction, that the 
excellent minister, who, by the Bishop's own ap- 
pointment, fills the situation, discharges faithfully 
and ably all its various duties, and has amply 
realised his patron's expectations. Large congre- 
gations attend the chapel morning and afternoon: 
the children of the poor are instructed; and in- 
stead of all that idleness, misery, and vice, by 
which the place was formerly distinguished, there 
is now the appearance of decency, and comfort, 
and industry, and religion." But here again, as 
in the former cases, there is no notice of " Daily 
Prayer:" so that the reader who should study 
this bio^*aphical memoir of Bishop Porteus with 
a view to this particular service of the Church, 
whatever other benefit he might derive from con- 
templating the portrait of so sincere, zealous, and 
godly a servant of Christ, would hardly be stimu- 
lated to increased assiduity in the Church's pub- 
lick daily ministrations. 

It may be indeed that on the foregoing occa- 
sions things were done, and sentiments expressed^ 
and provisions made, which are not specifically 
recorded. My observations have regard to those 
things only which are noticed in the Life of l\:^^ 
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Bishop by his biographer. Moreover they are 
submitted, not in a spirit of censorious arrogance, 
or ¥nith feelings of irreverence or disrespect for 
the venerable Prelate, but simply as exemplifica- 
tions of a particular in the Church's condition, 
wherein she is not, actually and in practice, what 
she is in theory and of right; whereby she is now 
distinguished from what she was, both of right 
and in practice, a hundred and fifty years ago; 
and whereby, in that particular at least, she is 
capable, imder God's blessing, of being restored 
to the holiness and glory of her Intimate Befor- 
mation. 

7. Similar conclusions will probably be drawn 
by the reader of biographical memoirs of parochial 
ministers, who have been distrngnished for profes- 
sional excellence within the manory of fiving 
men. 

Two of the most exemplary of these were the 
reverend Thomas Townscm, Archdeacon of lUdi- 
mond, and one of the Bectors of Malpas, Cheshire, 
who departed this life in 1792; and the reverend 
William Jones, Perpetual Curate of Nayland, 
Sufiblk, who survived until 1810. Of these two 
diligent servants of Christ we have the benefit of 
tracing the virtues, both in the remaining works 
of each : for instance, the Discourses an the Four 
Gospels, by the fi)rmer ; and by the latter. The 
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CatlwUck Doctrine of a Trimty; and in biogra- 
phical accounts by their friends^ men like them* 
selves of Christian excellence, and of high theo- 
logical attainments. By William Stevens, Esq., 
whose value is not unknown to the reader of these 
pages, Mr. Jones is thus commemorated: "Pro 
ecclesid Deiy pro ecclesid Dei, were the last words 
of Archbishop Whitgift. In life and in death his 
chief care was God's Church. So might it be 
said of this able defender of the household of 
faith." .... **The love which this dutiful son 
of the Church, the Curate of Nayland, had for 
the mother that bare him, manifested itself on 
every occasion. Her welfare was ever nearest his 
heart." And of Archdeacon Townson it is re- 
corded by his worthy friend and biographer. 
Archdeacon Churton, that " in all the felicity of 
his favoured, native land, religion was his delight, 
and the Church of England his glory. The frdl 
effects of his piety can be known only at that 
day, which shall reveal all things." 

But in the life of neither of these valuable men 
is there an intimation of their having been con- 
stantly attentive to the Church's " Orders for Daily 
Prayer." It appears indeed, that in the parish of 
Malpas " there are prayers twice a week and on 
holidays, and every day in the week before the 
sacrament of the Lord's supper, which is adminis- 
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tered on the first Sunday in every month, and at 
the great festivals:" and that "these prayers are 
read by the two rectors and their curates, with 
whose assistance they perform the duty alter" 
nately by weeks." And "in the duties thus ap- 
portioned Dr. Townson always took his full share: 
and the service of the Church of England was 
nowhere performed with greater decency and 
solemnity, and rubrickal exactness." Meanwhile 
his desire to improve the celebration of divine 
service was testified, by his introducing^ "in ad- 
dition to the regular order which he found at 
Malpas, one custom afterwards observed there, 
that two of the clergy should officiate on Sundays 
at the altar. For it appeared, he thought, decent 
and respectful, that the Almighty should be well 
attended at his holy table." He also "took no 
small care, that children especially, of whom he 
generally kept several at school, should be taught 
and should use morning and evening prayer. '^ 
Still for the publick use of " morning and evening 
prayer, every day, in the Church,'^ however re- 
quired by a sense of " rubrickal exactness," and 
however "decent and respectful to the Almighty,*' 
he does not appear to have made an effort: and of 
course no encouragement is derivable from his 
recorded example in any attempt thus to improve 
the worship of God in his sanctuary* 
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8. A similar lack of encouragement meets us in 
on useAil little volume^ published in 1815^ under 
the title of A Manual for the Parish Priest^ being 
a few Hints on the Pastoral Care to the younger 
Clergy of the Church of England^ from an Elder 
Brother. The publication is anonymous: but 
the authorship was at the time generally coupled 
with the name of a respectable clergyman^ who 
thus put forward the experience of his profes- 
sional life, if he might thereby be ^^ instrumental 
in animating the younger clergy to an active and 
faithful discharge of their ministerial functions." 
Evidently setting at a high value the ordinances 
of the Churchy he makes ^^ the publick duties of 
the parochial clergy" one division of his subject; 
and of these one subdivision is ** the reading of 
the Church Service*" But whilst he suggests 
several useful remarks on the manner of reading 
it, he is silent concerning the times: he seems 
indeed to identify the times of prayer with the 
times of preaching, and to suppose the constant 
co-existence of a sermon with the reading of the 
liturgy, instead of setting forth the intention of 
the Church, that, by means of her "Daily Orders," 
Prayer should exceed the preaching of sermons in 
a manifold degree, or at the rate of fourteen to 
one, or two* Correct as is the "Elder Bro- 
ther's" judgment of the popular error, which 
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slights the Church's prayers and unduly magnifies 
the preacher's sermon^ his argument would have 
been greatly strengthened^ if he had called to his 
aid " the Orders of Daily Prayer," prescribed by 
the Church as services independent and entire. 
But in fact they are left out of his consideration 
altogether: and the mind of "the Parish Priest" 
is not in any way caUed to the observance and 
use, or even to the being, of these every-day ser- 
vices, in this "Manual on the Pastoral Care." 
How different in this respect the effect calculated 
to be produced on his mind and practice by such 
examples as those in Izaak Walton's Lives, or by 
such advices as those of Michael Hewetson to his 
dear friend Thomas Wilson ! 

9. But there is another point of view, under which 
such defectiveness in the exhibition of clerical 
duty should be regarded, namely, in its relation, 
not to the priest only, but to the people. For it 
is evident, that, as the " Orders for Daily Prayer" 
are prescribed, with the intention "that the people 
may come to hear God's word, and to pray with 
the minister," so it is requisite for the people to 
be impressed with a sense of their obligation to 
"come," to "hear," and to "pray." For this, as 
for other articles of a Christian's and a Church- 
man's duty, there is need of pastoral admonition. 
Of such admonitions I have cited examples from 
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earlier discourses, especially the forcible appeals 
of Beveridge. And who can doubt that such 
appeals were conducive to the gathering together 
of a daily congregation ? or that the want of such 
appeals, if in fact they were wanting, must have 
operated to men's ^^ forsaking of the assembling of 
themselves together," as the manner has since 
been? 

10. With reference then to this want, I proceed 
to observe that Pastoral Discourses also appear to 
have been defective on this subject, if we may 
draw an inference from the silence of Matthew 
Hole, in 1714, in Ina Jh'actical Discourses an all 
the Parts and Offices of the Liturgy of the Church 
of England^ wherein are hid open the Harmony, 
Excellence^ and Usefulness of its Composure; or 
from the similar silence of Dr. Bisse, about the 
same date, in four sermons setting forth ^^The 
Beauty of Holiness in the Common Prayer,** 
and in three discourses recommending " Decency 
and Order in Publick Worship;" or from the 
similar silence in Bogers's Lectures on that part 
of the Liturgy of the Church of England^ contained 
in the Morning Prayer, preached at fVakeJield in 
1802. Daily Family Worship and Sunday Even- 
ing Services are recommended in these usefrd Lec- 
tures, but there is nothing said of the ** Church's 
Orders for Daily Prayers." 
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11. The like omission occurs in publications of a 
different sort, which bring the subject forward 
under another point of view, such as a Tract 
of the excellent Archbishop Synge, intituled^ 
Some short and plain Directions for the spending of 
one Day well ; by which (if every day carefully ob' 
served) a man may be much enabled, through Gods 
grace, to spend his whole Life well The Tract bears 
on its title page the apostolical maxim^ **Pray 
without ceasing ; " and both on that and on other 
topicks the directions are generally worthy of the 
exemplary writer. Thus he gives rules and forms 
for private prayer ; whence digressing to the wor- 
ship of Grod on the Lord's day, he exhorts that it 
be **both publick and private;" and he also 
recommends a more than usual devotion of our 
time to exercises of piety and religion, **upon 
such other days as by the Church are required to 
be kept holy." ** But my design," he then goes 
on, " at present is chiefly to direct you how the 
common and ordinary days of every week are to 
be spent. To proceed, therefore, as soon as you 
have performed your morning devotions, then set 
yourself to some honest business, whereby you 
may be better enabled to do good, both to your- 
self and others." The ** morning devotions" here 
mentioned are evidently the private prayers before 
recommended. From these the transition is im- 
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mediate to the "honest business" of the day; so 
that no more notice is taken of joining in the 
publick Prayers of the Church, as one " direction 
for the spending of one day well," in order to 
" the spending of a man's whole life well," than if 
no such direction existed in the Orders of the 
Church herself. 

12. This treatise has been mentioned by reason 
of the greater reverence due to its author, and of 
its greater liability therefore to mislead, if any- 
thing contained therein be erroneous or defective. 
For a similar reason another shall be mentioned, 
not indeed from the respectability of the author, 
for it is anonymous, but as proceeding from the 
venerable Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, which has lent the credit of its name to 
the tens of editions, and the hundreds and thou- 
sands of copies, which have been distributed under 
its sanction for a long course of years. Pro- 
fessing to give instruction "how to spend every 
day through the whole course of a person's life in 
a religious and acceptable manner," amidst its 
advice for keeping the Lord's day holy, and for a 
proper observance of the Feasts and Fasts, and 
amidst its directions and helps for private and 
family prayer, it does not admonish, it gives not 
a hint to, "the Pious Country Parishioner" bow 
to " continue in Prayer," according to the 
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Apostle's precept in the title page, by the week- 
day observance of the Church's Orders for Morn- 
ing and Evening Prayer. 

13. In 1802 was published by the reverend John 
Brewster, A secular Essay: containing a retro- 
spective view of events connected with the JEcclesias- 
tical IRstory of England^ during thelStli Century: 
and in the concluding Part is a ** General View of 
the state of practical Keligion," at that period. 
Upon this subject, in particular connection with 
the Bishop of London's Charge of 1799, he laments 
that '* the practice of religion has undoubtedly 
decreased by the propagation of a vain philosophy 
among those who cultivate the wisdom of this 
world, as weU as among the more ignorant and 
dissipated disciples of that sect:" and on the 
other hand he commends " a glorious assemblage 
of piety and virtue, breaking forth like the refresh- 
ing water in a thirsty soil ;" he speaks with exul- 
tation of the ^^ Defenders of a much insulted faith, 
and patient suffering Christians;" of **men of 
worth and value in the higher ranks of life deeply 
impressed by the circumstances of the times, guard- 
ing the sacred deposit of religion, and sedulously 
counteracting the profligate examples of their 
brethren;" of " many laymen, of distinguished 
piety and abilities, who have taken up the pen of 
the divine;" of " many females, amiable for their 
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sex and their talents, who have undertaken the 
instmction of the poor," whilst " the clergy werci 
not the last to exert themselves in beginning 
a necessary reformation," and " churches were 
better frequented, and religious duties more punc- 
tually performed." 

But it does not appear that any efforts were 
made for engaging the Clergy in a reformation 
such as by some may be judged by no means un- 
necessary in a nation professing Christianity, the 
reformation, namely, of the neglect of the Church's 
"Orders for Daily Prayer:" for causing her 
churches to be more often, as well as more numer- 
ously, frequented; and religious duties to be 
more continually, as well as more punctually, 
performed. No efforts appear to have been made, 
for assembling the several classes of Society con- 
tinually for common worship, and for prompting 
and animating them to serve God truly in his 
publick ordinances " all the days of their life." 
No efforts, in a word, appear to have been made, 
for enlarging the sphere, and multiplying the ope- 
rations, and exemplifying the influence, of prac- 
tical Keligion, to the glory of God, by resuscitat- 
ing, and reanimating, and restoring to their pristine 
authority, the Church's Directions for the daily 
reading of the holy Scriptures, and for the use of 
her daily worship. It does not appear, I say^ from. 
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the Secular Essay, that such a Beformation aa this 
was attempted The Essayist remarks, however, 
that ^^ an excellent compendimn of the state of 
practical religion might be selected firom the 
admirable Charges of many of the Bishops of the 
Church of England, published during the last ten 
years of the 1 8th century." But I am not aware 
that such a compendium was ever made, or that, if 
made, it would give proof of a tendency to im- 
provement in religious practice, in pursuance of 
encouragements to the restoration of the Church's 
" Daily Prayer," in common with other helps to 
Beformation. 

14. Once more. In 1803, Bishop Porteus pub- 
lished a Charge, which he had delivered to the 
Clergy of the Diocese of London, and of which a 
Beview is given in the Orthodox ChurchmctrCs 
Magazine, a periodical publication of the day. 
The design of the excellent Bishop in this Charge, 
as stated by the Bevlewer, in the Bishop's lan- 
guage, " was to * collect into one view everything 
that presented itself to his mind, as most con- 
ducive to the real credit and welfare of those to 
whom it was addressed, to the best interests of 
the Church of England, and to the general difiu- 
aion of sound morality and genuine piety and 
religion tliroughout the great mass of the people 
of this land.'" And, in commenting upon the 
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execution of this design^ the Reviewer observes, 
"We cannot help wishing that the Bishop had 
taken notice of some of the prevailing errors of 
the present day, respecting the duties of Chris- 
tianity ; that, while he armed his Clergy against 
those * by whom offences now come,' he had set 
before them those offences which have perhaps 
crept up gradually of themselves from that luke- 
warmness which is everywhere visible, and through 
which ^ the love of many has waxed cold.' " Of 
this lukewarmness an example is then cited in 
"the very shocking and "melancholy neglect of 
the Lord's Table." And afterwards it is add^d, 
" The lukewarmness and unconcerned indifference 
about matters of religion, of which we have been 

speaking appears to us so striking and so 

alarming, that we wish it had been noticed by the 
Bishop. It is well known, and to those who have 
the interests of religion at heart, it is a melancholy 
truth, that our churches are much less frequented 
than they used to be but a few years past. It is 
within the recollection of a great many, when, on 
any great festival, numbers of persons were seen 
going, as a matter of course, to church. Such a 
change, however, has taken place, that most of 
our churches are forced to be shut on such days ; 
and even in the most populous parishes the con- 
gregation consists merely of a few old men w\A 
B.Q. ^ 
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women, many of whom go there for the sake of 
getting rid of an hour or two. The case is similar 
on Sundays, when most persons think they have 
done very well, if they have attended service once 
in the day; and none, except a few old-fashioned 
orthodox people, like ourselves, think the worship 
of God of suflScient importance to compensate for 
the loss of the time, which they would otherwise 
spend in business, visits, or any other secular 
employment." Truly these are sensible and sad 
testimonies to the lukewarmness, which is the 
subject of complaint ; but equally such, as the 
neglect of the Sunday and the festival services, 
was the more general and still increasing aban- 
donment of the " daily service," which the Church 
prescribed for her people, but which is here passed 
over in silence, as if it had never been inserted in, 
or had been altogether obliterated from, her Book 
of Common Prayer. 

In making these remarks, the reader will, I 
hope, understand me, not as reflecting upon indi- 
viduals, all respectable in their generation, some 
eminent for theological character as for station, 
but as wishing to illustrate our ecclesiastical his- 
tory by giving evidence of the fact, that there 
was a period, when, not only the strict obedience 
to the Church's ordinances, which had charac- 
terised those who in the preceding age had been 
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recorded as having "understood and loved the 
Church," was succeeded in many of her children 
by a lax and latitudinarian, an independent and 
innovating spirit, manifesting itself in a less 
regular and accurate adherence to her rules ; but 
when also " the discipline of Christ, as received in 
this Church and Realm," in the particular pro- 
visions and directions before us, was too apt to 
fail of being put forward and maintained by her 
guardians with a fervent, an animating, and an 
exemplary zeaL 

Section XXIIL 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer ; how affected by 
such examples. 

This defect of encouragement operated, no 
doubt, in checking the prevalence of "daily 
Prayers." I do not mean that it justifies their 
omission ; for the law is clear, and ministers are 
engaged, and the people are taught and required 
to obey it, as far as with God's help they can ; 
and, as long as the law shall stand, there is no 
dispensing power for annulling it ; so that even if 
an avowed and positive discouragement intervened 
between the law and its observance, if an express 
sentence were pronounced against it, if a distinct , 
permission were put forward for relinquiakm^ \^^ 
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if a plain proUbition were procbdmed for its 
disuse^ by any authority short of that whereby 
it is established^ its obligation would r^nain un- 
affected. Even in a case of " doubt or diversity" 
of opinion, the functionary who is commissioned 
to decide, namely, " the Bishop of the Diocese," 
holds his commission on the stipulated terms, that 
his decision "be not contrary to anything con- 
tained in the Book of Common Prayer;" and 
surely, in a clear and indisputable case, equally 
at least is the supremacy of the law paramount, 
and the discretion of its interpreters restricted. 

But, whilst such discouragement, as we are sup- 
posing, could not be rightfully exercised, and 
would not be a warrant for disobeying the law, 
the exercise of it, nay, the want of due encourage- 
ment, is likely to be practically effective, and to 
operate with injurious influence on minds in gene- 
ral, by counteracting holy aspirations, by repress- 
ing activity, by fostering inadvertence, by making 
indifference more frigid, by strengthening the 
disinclination for good, and by damping and un- 
nerving the irresolute efforts of a hesitating obe- 
dience. Thus it may be reasonably imagined, 
that, if we had been kept up to the requisitions of 
the Church by suitable admonitions and exhor- 
tations in the last age, we should not have such 
difficulties to encounter in the present. And this 
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is true with respect to other things as well as 
" Daily Prayers." 

In this defect then of encouragement, we may 
see less cause of surprise than of sorrow, that the 
" daily Prayers" have fallen into such general dis- 
use. But from the same considerations a foundation 
may be derived for the hope, that, if the " Orders 
of the Church" be brought out of this state of 
abeyance, and be presented clearly and palpably, 
in an intelligible and tangible form, to the minds of 
pious, dutiful, right minded, and well judging 
churchmen, whether of the clergy or of the laity, 
the result may by God^s blessing be a restoration 
of " daily publick Prayer," not absolutely or uni- 
versally, but whenever fairly practicable : that is 
to say, whenever, according to the considerate and 
wise provision of the Church, " the curate, that 
ministereth in every Parish Church or Chapel, 
shall be at home, and not be otherwise reasonably 
hindered," " not being let by sickness or some 
other urgent cause;" and when a competent num- 
ber of his people, in compliance with their own 
sense of religious duty, or with his "publick and 
private monitions and exhortations," shall be willing 
to meet together for the " daily hearing of God's 
word and for praying daily with God's minister." 
For, as on the one hand the Church could not 
expect the attendance of all hsx eJmSAt^TL ^ 
" VaOf Prayer,'^ nor could she ex^cX. \)a.^'^"vMi^'28. 
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celebration of " Daily Prayer" in every Church or 
Chapel, for that in some cases would be impossible; 
on the other hand she does expect its celebration 
wherever it can be celebrated with effect : " in all 
market and other great towns," says Archbishop 
Bancroft, " and even in villages and less populous 
places, as frequently as may be :" " in great towns 
and populous places conveniently inhabited," says 
Bishop Taylor, " that the daily sacrifice of prayer 
and thanksgiving may never cease." The Church 
also does expect that her ministers will not be 
ready to frame or to adopt trivial excuses and 
pretences for not celebrating the prescript service; 
and that they will be " faithful in teaching the 
people committed to their cure and charge with all 
diligence to keep and observe the same." In a 
word she " expects every man to do his duty." In 
illustration of these expectations, be it observed, 

1. There are some parishes which contidn a popu- 
lation of several thousand souls : of these several 
hundreds generally attend divine service on the 
Lord's Day ; and a considerable number are com- 
municants, more or less frequently and constantly, 
at the Lord's Table. Surely it is not too much to 
say, that in every such parish the minister ought 
to afford his people the power of enjoying the 
blessing of " Daily Worship ;" and that, as many 
ofhia people ought j so they would in all likelihood 
be glad, to profit by bimAi ]^^et. "Saet^ ^ro ^\Sa^ 
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parishes, where the population is less abundant, 
but where the circumstances of their being near 
to each other in their dwellings, and of their 
neighbourhood and easiness of access to the church, 
afford opportunities for their ^^ assembling and 
meeting together" in daily worship, of which their 
minister ought to avail himself, and from which 
fiCMue at least would be glad to derive benefit. 
Even a scanty and scattered rural population, as 
in the cases of Herbert and Alcock, presents a field 
for ministerial diligence, the efficacy of which may 
surpass expectation, and of the inefficacy of which 
no one can be fully assured until he has tried. 

2. But a minister may be apt to forbear the 
celebration of these services, with some such trivial 
excuse and pretence as the following : It is trou- 
blesome; it is inconvenient; it requires too much 
time ; it interferes with other occupations ; it is 
needless ; inexpedient. To each of these, and to 
others like them, a distinct answer might be given, 
and of each it would be easy to shew the futility. 
But one answer shall suffice for all, and that shall be 
a general one, " Is it not your duty ? The Church 
directs that you shally and you have promised that 
you foiUy do it." To the consideration of those who 
may be disposed to shelter themselves under such 
pretexts, the observations of Bishop Overall upon 
one of them in particular may be recommft\Nds^\ 
." Here's a command that bmda u^ «^ctN[ ^ *^ 
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say the morning and evening Prayer. How many 
are the men that are noted to do it ? 'Tis well 
they have a back-door for an excuse to come out 
at here : for, good men ! they are so belaboured 
with studying of divinity and preaching the word, 
that they have no leisure to read these same Com- 
mon Prayers ; as if this were not a chief part of 
their ofBce and charge committed unto them. Cer- 
tainly, the people, whose souls they have care of, 
reap as great benefit, and more too, by these 
prayers, which their pastors are daily to make 
unto God for them, either publickly or privately, 
as they can do by their preaching. For God is 
more respective to the Prayers, which they make 
for the people, than ever the people are to the 
sermons which they make to them." Let me 
add, that God is more respective to the Churches 
Prayers, than to such as may be preferred and 
substituted for hers: which is well worthy of the 
meditation of those, who can find opportunity for 
their own will-worship in voluntary, unautho- 
rised, and unlawful Prayer-meetings, although they 
can find it not for those appointed services which 
the Chiu'ch has provided, and authorizes, and pre- 
scribes. In a word, to the minister who would 
plead any frivolous excuse for not ministering the 
" Daily Prayers" of the Church, the answer is, " To 
minister them is your duty." 
3. Moreover it is tVe imma\,^f ^ ^VjAsk ^T^gu^ 
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his people to attend him in these ministrations, not 
only to worship God and receive his holy instruc- 
tions daily in his sanctuary, but to " teach his people 
with all diligence to keep and observe the same" 
holy discipline : and this, not merely because it is 
part of the discipline of God^s Church, but because 
it is a mode of doing honour to God himself, 
a channel for the conveyance of his blessing, a 
source of spiritual edification and delight. And 
this teaching, as well as his other lessons of holy 
living, he should impart to his people, by exhor- 
tations and admonitions both publick and private, 
in the temple of the Lord and from house to 
house, with the solemnity of the set discourse and 
with the freedom and familiarity of colloquial com- 
munication, " precept upon precept, precept upon 
precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little 
and there a little," with such gradual and repeated, 
with such copious, minute, and impressive instruc- 
tion, as is suited to a subject, from which the minds 
of many will from a long habitude have become 
estranged ; and acconunodating withal the hours 
of these his daily ministrations to his people's con- 
venience, so as to enable them to be duly attentive 
to their secular business, notwithstanding the de- 
votion of a brief portion of their time to the daily 
worship and honour of Almighty God. For it is 
not a consequence of the Christian's Daily Wor- 
ship, anymore than it is of CYttiatvami-Y \xi?}saK«^'> 
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to make him " slothful in business," or to cause 
him in his duty to his God to slight his duty to 
his neighbour. 

4. Of the conduct, which in this respect seems 
to belong to the highest order of the ministry, 
it might not become me, if I were inclined, to 
speak at length: but I trust that I shall not 
appear to take too much upon me, if, as a sep- 
tuagenarian member of the episcopate, I venture 
very respectfully to remind my brethren, by the 
authority of what episcopal names the " Daily 
Prayer" of our Reformed Church was supported 
in her first, and best, and most renowned asra; 
and to submit, that the restoration of this pious 
usage, and goodly ornament, and powerful safe- 
guard, of the Church, depends principally, under 
God, on the zeal and energy of her spiritual 
govemours and guardians. 

Section XXIV. 

The ChurcKs Daily Prayer^ efforts for restoring it 
recommended^ Its restoration, Author^s duty to 
promote it Recent effort for its revival Prayer 
for God^s blessing. 

Let us not then, whether ministers or people, 
be reluctant or remiss in striving to do well 1 Let 
ua not be weary in well-doing! Especially let not 
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the dutiful and obedient children of the Church 
despair ! Bather let them more vigilantly tread in 
her steps of peace and godliness ! Bather let them 
increase their eiforts under her maternal guidance 
for the promotion of the glory of God in Christ ! 
Bather let them pray for and trust in God's mercy, 
to " prevent them in all these their doings with 
his most gracious favour, and to further them with 
his continual help." 

Such, (for I am desirous of concluding this in- 
quiry with a few words of exhortation and encou- 
ragement, addressed, as a sort of peroration, to the 
persons and in the language, to whom and in 
which the discussion was first undertaken ;) Such 
for some time past has been the endeavour of you, 
beloved brethren, in your daily assemblies for 
publick worship, according to the Church's Order 
for morning Prayer; in pursuance of the example 
set in the chief church of Ireland, the metropolitan 
cathedral of Armagh, by the most reverend suc- 
cessor of Ussher and of Bramhall ; and in concur- 
rence with your minister, whose praiseworthy and 
disinterested and generous aim it now is, like the 
Patricks and the Beveridges of a better age, to 
give permanence to a daily religious e:&ercise, 
wherein you, like the Waltons, the Evelyns, and 
the Nelsons, and the Bonnells of the same age, 
and the Stevenses and Parks of the %<^\i^^£^^\^ 
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now passing away, you, I say, my brethren, and 
your diildren with you and after you, '^ continuing 
daily with one accord in the temple," may ^^ mag- 
nify'' the Lord " day by day, and for ever." 

Of my sentiments on the duty of observing 
these directions of the Church, where practicable, 
you are already, I presume, apprized, as ccmunu- 
nicated in a Charge to my clergy in the year 1842. 
Having there stated that "this exercise of piety 
appears to have begun in the time of Bishop 
Beveridge to decay, and so it declined through the 
succeeding parts of that century, from worse to 
worse, till in the present day, with some few excep- 
tions indeed, where it still preserves a precarious 
and hardly sensible existence, it is scarce rec(^- 
nised amongst us ;" I added my opinion, that "to 
revive these services were an honour and a blessing 
to the Church, to her clergy and people, and gene- 
rally to the kingdom at large, by fostering the pure 
spirit of Christian godliness and devotion. To 
revive them altogether may perhaps be impracti- 
cable. Yet probably a partial revival might be 
effected by ministerial zeal and diligence." These 
sentiments I see no cause to relinquish. My 
reasons and motives for maintaining them have 
been set forth, detailed, inforced, and illustrated 
in this discourse. But my leading motive is, that 
these services are a part of that " discipline of 
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Christ," which the Clergy pledge themselves to 
" give their diligence so to minister, as the Lord 
hath commanded, and as this Church and Bealm 
hath received the same according to the Com- 
mandments of God;" and to "teach the people 
committed to their cure and charge with all dili- 
gence to keep and observe the same." 

What encouragement God may enable me to 
shew to any of the clergy and people of this dio- 
cese in general, to whom he shall have given the 
desire to " offer him free-will offerings with an holy 
worship ;" particularly, what special countenance 
can be shown by my feeble patronage to such an 
undertaking, where means and opportunity appear 
to exist for practising it ; my oflSce calls upon me 
to make manifest. I have therefore gladly com- 
plied with a request for my attendance here this 
day, when the first step is to be taken in an 
endeavour, commenced with the approbation and 
by the beneficence of the Lord Primate, our 
honoured Metropolitan, and with the official sanc- 
tion and pecuniary aid of the respected Vicar of 
this parish, and under the benignant auspices of 
Royalty in the person of her Majesty the Queen 
Dowager, for effecting the perpetual endowment 
of this Building, that it may be devoted to the uses 
of " daily Prayer," and for its consecration withal 
to the honour and service of Almighty God; I 
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have gladly, I say, giyen m j attendanoe here this 
day, for the purpose of poblickly dodaring my 
8atiis£EU^ion at your daily '^ aaaemblmgand meetiiig 
together^ as the Church appoints, and my humble 
and hearty petition to Grod for its oontinuanoe and 
success. For the farmer, this discouiae will haTe 
set forth my opinions and the grounds of them: 
for the latter, I would repeat the prayer in the 
CkiUect which we have already used for this day's 
service, and therein beseech the Lord, to ^ keep 
his Church and household continually in his true 
religion ; that they, who do lean only upon the 
hope of his heavenly grace, may evermore be de- 
fended by his mighty power through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen:" adding, generally to you, 
beloved brethren, who are concerned about gather- 
ing up the sheaves of this spiritual harvest, " The 
Lord prosper you : we wish you good luck in 
the name of the Lord:" and specially to him, 
who is going forth on his enterprise of piety and 
charity, and would fain carry with him the Chris- 
tian sympathies and prayers of all who are here 
assembled, " Go, and the Lord be with thee !" 



Note, The sennon was preached on the 9th of Novem- 
ber, 1846 ; the Sunday being the 25th after Trinity, and 
the Collect that for the^A Sunday after the Epiphany, 
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" Go, and the Lord be with thee. * 



1. Thb Benediction. 

" Go, and the Lord be with thee !" Thus the word 
Of blessing sped thee on thine errand, fraught 
With zeal well-temper'd : nor in vain was sought 

The help, thy hope foreboded. Praise be heard 

To Him, who with thee went ; nor unpreferr'd 
The meek petition of the heavenward thought. 
That thence God's angel may in love be brought. 

And the deep pool of heavenly mercy stirr'd 

For many a sick-one's healing ! Lo, where lies 
Again the race before thee, lately run ! 

Go, and the Lord again be with thee ! Rise, 
Speed to the task ! A holy conquest, won 

For Christians yet unborn, thy blest emprise ; 

Thy meed the peaceful heart, pledge of the Lord's 
" Well-done." 

2. The Christians Motive. 

For what but God's approval is the meed 

Most meet the Christian's will and acts to sway 1 
Such meed be theirs, who for his sake essay 

The rightful rule of slighted law to plead; 

With Churchman's, Patriot's, love aspire to lead 
Their Church, their Country, in the forward way 
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Direct, and warn them, if they turn astray 
To vain illusion or unrighteous deed. 
And such be his, though humble be his lot, 

Who, in the faith of God's direction blest. 
His wakeful care on some selected spot; 

Some cherish'd nook, bestows ; nor welcomes rest, 
Till wish'd success have crown'd the generous though t. 

And charms before unknown the smiling scene invest. 

3. Christian Aims. 

And sweet it were to see yon house of prayer, 

Now and for aye, by rite religious, claim 

Of God's own house the venerable name : 
'Twere sweet to see the sin-born infant there 
Wash'd from his guilt, and haiFd salvation's heir : 

'Twere sweet to see still burning, still the same, 

Day after day the renovated flame 
Of worship in God's court : while they, who share 
The Pastor's charge, shall flock to hear him speak 

Sweet words of peace : whoe'er the prize would win 
Of the pure heart, the obedient spirit meek ; 

Or who, the victims they of shame and sin, 
Turn them to God with penitence, and seek 

The way of peace to learn, those hallow'd walls 
within. 

4. Consequences. 

And who shall say but sacred scenes, like these, 
May fix on solemn thoughts the vagrant mind, 
Albeit unused perchance, not ill-inclined. 

To pause from worldly cares, or reckless ease. 
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Till worship^ once a task, be felt to please ; 

And, daily thus renew'd, the heart may find 

In its self-conscious bliss a sense more kind 
For others' wants, and livelier energies. 
Thus to our God may temples new ascend ! 

Thus may new sons to Him their homage pay ! 
Thus may new pastors at his table bend. 

And to his flock his own pure word conyey, 
And, as He bids, His Church's rites attend. 

And every holy prayer in her loved volume say ! 



5. The Church's Claims. 

O shine she forth with radiant light anew, 

As erst she shone, Religion's favoured child, 

No more by taint of error old defiled, 
As yet unvex'd by faction's fancies new. 
O might her sons, to faith ancestral true, 

From fond traditions far, and figments wild. 

Quit them, with purpose firm, with manner mild, 
Her teaching copy, and her rules pursue ! 
What fairer form the Christian's love to gain. 

What holier claim to govern and command. 
What rites more pure, what creed more free from 
stain. 

Than thine, my Country's Church ? By God's own 
hand 
Modell'd, from God thou hold'st thy rightful reign. 

And on the holy hills thy strong foundatloT^ ^^aaA. 

B. Q. ^ 
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6. The Church's Safeguard. 

But boast not thou thy virtue ! Boast not we 
Thee as our rock of safety ! Lo, 'tis ours 
Thy courts to seek for refuge, but the towers 

And bulwarks of thy fortress, only He, 

Who built, can keep ; can make thy sons agree 
In truth and love, protect from hostile powers, 
And shed on each his Spirit's healthful showers, 

From daily sin, from daily danger, free. 

Be such thy will, Almighty Father ! thine. 
For thy Son s sake, to lift from worldly views 

Thy people's heart to purposes divine. 

Prompt them in faith thy means of grace to use. 

Seek daily peace beneath thy sheltering vine. 

And for their heavenward path thy earthly vineyard 
choose ! 



7. The Consummation. 

For other pathway none to that abode 

Leads, but the vineyard, which in ancient days 
Thy mercy planted, and thy word portrays, 

Thy seers foretold, and thy apostles trpd. 

Nor wprthier mode to serve Thee, than abroad 
Our thanks to publish, in such words of praise, 
As earthly saints and saints celestial raise, 

In daily, nightly, anthems to our God. 

Once, day by day, thy holy Church below 
Throng all the world hymn'd Thee her courts among : 
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Haxk ! round the throne, where night by night they 
glow, 

Cherub and Seraph still the hymn prolong ! 
grant us once again such praise to show 

Od earth ; in heay'n to join that universal song ! 



^^ 



POSTSCRIPT TO THE READER. 



Feb. 25, 1846. 

Something, I know not what, has prompted 
me this day to look into a little volmne of mine, 
intituled The Happiness of the Blessed; to which 
are added Musings on the Church and her Services: 
published first in 1832, the fifth edition with 
additions in 1841. Amongst the ^^ Musings" I haye 
met with one on the Church's "Daily Prayers," the 
very existence of which had escaped my recollec- 
tion, but which affords a signal proof, that both 
the general sentiment, and some particular 
thoughts, put forward in the foregoing treatise, 
haye not been suggested by the actual and tem- 
porary occasion, but have been long cherished in 
my mind as of universal and enduring importance. 
Similar views are expressed in my Commentary on 
the Book of Common Prayer ^ of which the first 
edition was published in 1820, and the fifth in 
1840: and this will be plidn to any one who will 
take the trouble of referring to the notes from 
Dr. NichoUs, in page xxviiL; from Dr. Nichqlls, 
Wheatly, and Bishop Overall, in page Ixx. ; and 
from Dean Comber, in page 809. Tlv^ €3KA£cl^\.^ 
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mentioned above as one of my Musings on the 
Church and her Services^ being short, I take the 
liberty of annexing it 

LXIV. Daily Pbatebs. 

A law there was, such law our fftthers knew, 

Belieying Gk)d that He delights to dwell 

With his assembled Church; the pari^ bell 
Each mom and eve the gather'd people drew 
God's word to hear, their duly rows renew: 

Such law their offspring we haye bid farewell. 

Contents us now each week's retam to tell 
Our wants to God, and tender homage due. 
Is it, our hearts the T^orld's allurements fill? 

That " itching ears" less wholesome food require? 
That love and piety have waxen chill? — 

Yet, when did zeal to loftier flights aspire?-^ 
But not most deeply flows the noisiest rill; 

Nor crackling thorns bespeak the steadiest fire. 



SECOND POSTSCRIPT. 



BISHOP PRIDEAUXS ECCHOLOGIA. PETER HEYLYN. 
HERBERT THORNDIKE. BISHOP TAYLOR. 



March 9, 1846. 

Whilst tUs last sheet is in the press, I am 
become acquainted with a scarce volume, of which 
the title is as follows: " Euchologia, or the 
Doctrine of Practical Praying^ by the right reve- 
rend Father in God, John Prideaux, Late 
Bishop of Worcester. Being a Legacy left to 
his daughters in private, directing them to such 
manifold uses of our Common Prayer Bookj as 
may satisfie upon all occasions without looking 
after New Light from extemporal flashes. London, 
1656." 

From Wood's Athence, and Walker's Suffer- 
ings of the Clergy y it appears that the author of 
this little volume was successively Fellow and 
Rector of Exeter College, Oxford; Chaplain to 
Prince Henry, and afterwards to King James I., 
and King Charles I., and Song's Professor of 
Divinity in that University, "adorning that 
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chair with his learned lectures and di ap i itaUk iis fiir 
twentj-fleren years together.^ In 1641 lie was 
pnMnoted to the Bisht^nidL of TToicester; ^IniI 
the troubles were at that time so fiff adraneed, 
that he received little or no profit firom it, to his 
great imporerishment. For adherii^ stedfiisdj 
to his Majesty's cause, and pronouncing aD those, 
who took up arms against him, exocHnmnnicate, 
he not only suffered in conunon with the rest, 
but even beyond most, of his order: beii^ jian- 
dered and reduced to such great streights, that he 
was forced to sell his excellent library to sabdst 
himself and his fiunily." In this condition c£ 
extreme poverty he died in 1650: leaving his 
children, as expressed by his last will and testa- 
ment, *^ no l^acy, but pious poverty, Grod's 
blessing, and a Father's Prayers:" and of himself 
leaving such a memorial for his exuberant learn- 
ing and his profound divinity, that, among other 
high testimonies to his excellence, by some it was 
said, that " in him the heroical wits of Jewell, 
Bainolds, and Hooker, as united into one, seemed 
to triumph anew, and to have threatened a fiital 
blow to the Babylonish Hierarchy.'^ 

My attention having been drawn to Bishop 
Pbideaux's JSuckoloffia, in Mr, Thorp's Cata- 
logue, with the title page at length, I was de- 
sirous of learning, bow far his " doctrine of prac- 



BISHOP PBIDEAUX'S EUCHOLOGIA. 249 

tical praying," and his " directions to the mani- 
fold uses of our Common Prayer Book," corres- 
ponded with the sentiments expressed in the 
foregoing Treatise. I lost no time therefore in 
procuring the book : and I have now the satisfac- 
tion of bringing my little work to a conclusion, by 
further embellishing the previous catalogue of illus- 
trious Prelates of the Church with the name of 
another successor of Latimer, Sandys, and Whitgift 
in the see of Worcester, and of another predecessor 
of Morley, Stillingfleet, and Hough, in the per- 
son of John Prideaux, " a man of great name," 
vir magni nominis^ as the continuator of Bishop 
Godwin's Lives styles him, " among the theolo- 
gians of his time ;" and by enriching these pages 
with his testimony to the value of the continual 
use of our English Common Prayer Book, both 
for publick and for private prayer. 

With respect to the former, namely, publick 
prayer, among the "helps for the stirring up 
and furtherance of our suits," Bishop Prideaux 
specifies this, that " we be religious and constant 
frequenters of the appointed assembliesy in set times 
and places for God's publick and sacred worship. 
Not to hear and observe only what ffifts our 
teachers have, but to attend to the scrvptfire orderly 
read by the lawful minister ^ according to the 
advised appointment of the Churchy manifested 
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in oar caladan; and to join with him and the 
rest of the congregxtioiiy in amfessiem of our 
m&, frvftoMm of our faatk, with mie T(Mce 
and heart oflfering np our pra yer s^ as a sweet 
wnelling sacrifice oi praix and tkamksymmff to 
our Father which k in heaTcn^ through Jesus 
Christ oar only Ij/Cfid and SaTioor. This 
is that which the Apoi^tle urgeth, ^Let us hdd 
fiist the professkm of our fiiith without waver- 
ingy considering one another, to pracoke unto Iotc 
and good works, net forsakimg the assewMmg g( 
ourselyes together, as the manner of some is,* some 
superstitious and schismatical recusants being then, 
as now there are. For the joint prayers and 
orderly readimg of the scriptures are the ground, 
whereupon sermons and exhortations must be 
erected, bj which jou are faithfully catechised^ 
what to believe, how to pray, in what sort to pei^ 
form your duty towards God and your neighbours, 
with what faUh, hope, and charity to esteem of 
baptism, and to receive the blessed sacrament of 
the Lor^s Siqtper. Xow, where shall these saying 
points be learned, especially by the vulgar, but in 
our publick assemblies? which being excluded or 
curtelled, most sermons will edify little more than 
a trumpet, that giyeth an uncertain sound in rela- 
tion to a battle. 

^^ I advise you therefore, my daughters, to be 
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always present with such as belong to you^ in all 
devout obedience, at all Common Prayers^ Ser- 
mon^j Marriages^ Baptisinffs^ Churchings of Women, 
Funercdsy or other commanded assemblies upon 
extraordinary occasions, especially to be partakers 
of the LoriFs Supper, where it is orderly and 
religiously to be ministered. For in such a com* 
munion of saints, (not christened so by their own, 
but God's esteem,) you may add to your faith 
virtue, and to your virtue knowkdge, and to your 
knowledge temperance, and to your temperance 
patience, and to your patience godliness, and to 
your godliness brotherly-kindness, and to your 
brotherly-kindness charity. These things abound- 
ing in you shall make you powerful in prayer, 
fruitful in good works, cheerful in your callings, 
constant in your good courses, contended in your 
conditions, happy in your children and families, 
comfortable to your neighbours and acquaint- 
ance.'' 

After this manner the venerable Bishop be- 
queathed to his daughters, for a portion of his 
legacy, his exhortation, to " be religious and qotl" 
staiSit frequenters of the appointed assemblies, in set 
times and places for God's publick and sacred wor- 
s/up.^^ And answerable to this are his admonitions 
concerning "household Prayer, or Prayers in a 
family : " in treating of which he insists on the 
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Talue of ^^good example and domestick instrac- 
tion^ as a guide to goodness ; " and observes, that 
"this consisteth especially in a strict oversight by 
holding every one under our charge to their daSy 
devotions and designed tasks. And these devo- 
tions," he says, "must be first in set and such 
forms, as all may best be acquainted with, and 
easily make their own, to bear their part in them. 
Next, the time and place for this concurrence 
must be so ordered, wherein most, if not all, may 
be present : where the often repetition of the same 
set forms may make such an impression, that the 
rudest and little ones may have them by heart." 
And then, remarking that " household Prayers are 
usually morning and evening^ he proceeds to lay 
down a plain course of Confession^ Prayers^ Petf- 
tions^ "interposing interchangeable Scriptures vnih 
the Lord^s Prayer in the midst of them, as they 
are ordered in the Liturgy," " and so the contmdon 
Blessing to make up the conclusion : " in a word, 
he shews one of the "manifold uses of our Com-- 
mon Prayer Book" in "satisfying the daily occa- 
sions" of a Christian family, thus laying down 
directions, in pursuance of the Church's course, 
for guiding " the ordinary household prayers for 
morning and evening through all the week;^' in 
conjunction, according to our previous citation, 
with all practicable observance, in all devout obe- 
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dience, of the Church's ordinances for the publick 
assembling of her people. 

Concerning the times of these " household 
prayers," an observation of the bishop is worthy 
of notice as throwing light upon their character 
with reference to the "appointed publick wor- 
ship'' of the ChurcL " For Morning Prayer," 
(speaking of Household Prayer, he says,) " it will 
be found by experience, that, by reason of divers 
distractions, a concurrence," or assembling of the 
family, " cannot be so well had as immediately be* 
fore dinner : " and " Evening prayer," (still speaking 
of household prayer, he says,) ^' is to be celebrated, 
either immediately before supper or else before 
the family depart to their rest." And this is in 
agreement with an admonition of Bishop Jeremy 
Taylor in his Golden Grove at about the same 
period, " Before dinner and supper, as often as it 
is convenient, or can be had, let the publick 
prayers of the Church, or some parts of them, be 
said publickly in the family; and let as many be 
present as you can. The same rule is also to be 
observed for Sundays and holydays, for their going 
to church." Thus these " household prayers" did 
not interfere with "the publick worship in set 
times and places according to the advised appoint- 
ment of the Church :" for the Church's appointed 
prayers were offered up at earlier hourS) m tlvt 



254 P0ST8CBIPT. 

morning at six (f clocks as we learn from Heylyn's 
contemporaneous authority ; and, forasmuch as on 
Simdays and Holydays there was a second ser- 
vice at nine (f clock in tlie forenoon, as Heylyn also 
states, (which hour apparently answers to Bishop 
Prideaux's phrase of "immediately before dinner,") 
on those days the " household Prayer" seems to 
have been superseded by the Church's publick 
worship. For, having laid down his course for 
" the ordinary household prayers for morning and 
evening through all the week," the bishop then 
subjoins, " Sundays and Holydays are supplyed 
publickly in the Church, which I would have you 
religiously to frequent." So worthy of honour and 
imitation was the venerable prelate's paternal soli- 
citude for urging a constant observance of Daily 
Prayers in his daughters' households ; and for both 
moulding them after the model of the Church's 
well-known provisions ; and enforcing them, not 
as rivals,^ but as secondary and subsidiajry, to the 
Church's publick and sacred worship in her ap- 
pointed assemblies. 

These things may serve to show in what esti- 
mation Bishop Prideaux held daily worship, 
whether celebrated in publick assemblies or in 
households, after a manner conformable to the 
Church's morning and evening Prayer in her 
Xiiturgy : and the like estimation is elsewhere 
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testified, where, contrasting in one particular the 
practical effect of the Church's Daily Orders with 
that of the new Directory, he says, "It would 
grieve the heart of any pious Christian to ponder 
seriously, that, whereas we have had heretofore 
the monthly reading through of the Psakns of 
David, with the New Testament also (except the 
Revelation) thrice every year, and the most edify- 
ing passages of the Old Testament once a year, to 
acquaint the people orderly with God's Word, 
which must be the ground and rule of all preach- 
ing, praying, and Christian conversation: now 
such a Reformation is directed to us, that we 
know not where we are, or what to expect; but 
that the longest liver shall never be acquainted, 
by this new method in our Church Service, with 
the whole counsel of God ; and, if the minister 
please not, the Ten Commandments in the Old 
Testament, and the Lord's Prayer in the New, 
shall never be known to the simple people." Thus 
a marked line of distinction is drawn by Bishop 
Prideaux, as we have also seen to have been done 
by Hooker, between the orderly teaching of the 
Church in God's word by means of her Daily 
Prayer, and the discretionary teaching of those 
who separated themselves from her: and thus 
in her continual use of God's word, as by 
h^ appointed to be read, is ^wi^^Vv^^ ^ 
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foraUe aigiiiiieot for the oondniud nae of her 
Litiiigyy with which that woid is inoorpo- 
nted. 



2. Inddentml menticMi hayii^ been just made 
of Pbter HETLTif , I would take oocaaioo for 
8iqi|dyiiig an omifflinn in Secticm XL, bj remaik- 
ii^in this phoe oonoemii^ that learned dirine^ 
thaty as he was niemcKahle tor his ojqiosition to 
the two extremes both of P<^Kiy and Puritanism, 
and fcHT his constant aasaticm of the Chnidi's 
chums, so, in the life prefixed to his Hutoriad 
amd MuetOoMeoms TraetSy he is hmouiaUy ocHn* 
meoKHmted fsx his punctual obedience to her 
^ <xderB fcHT Daily Prayer." Bdng one of Kii^ 
Charles's diaphins, in ld32 he becme Bectcur of 
Alresfixd, in Hampshire: and, says his biognir 
pher, ^ unto this living he was no sooner insti* 
tuted and inducted, but he took care for the 
sarvioe of Grod to be constantly performed by 
reading the Common Prayers in his church every 
morning, that gave great sads&ction to the 
parish, being a populous market town." In har- 
mony with this the narrative continues to record 
his other proceedings. '^ And for the oxnmunkm 
table, where the blessed Sacrament is consecrated, 
he ordered that it should be placed, accordii^ to 
ancient custom, at the east end of the chanod. 
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and railed about decently, to prevent base and 
pro£uie usages: and, where the chancel wanted 
any thing of repairs, or the church itself, both to 
be amended.*' 

** Having thus showed his care first for the 
House of God, to set it in good order, the next 
work followed was to make his own dwelling- 
house a fit and convenient habitation. To the 
old building he added a new one, and made 
thereto a chapel next to the dining-room, in 
which chapel himself or his curate read morning 
and evening Prayer to the family, calling in his 
labourers and work-folks" .... "for he thought 
it a deed of charity to set poor people a work, 
and encourage painful artificers and tradesmen in 
their honest callings." 

In the following troubles Dr. Heylyn had 
his share with " his brethren the persecuted 
clergy," and was "necessitated to flee for his 
own preservation, as Elijah, persecuted by Ahab." 
His ecclesiastical preferment being sequestrated, 
his goods and chattels seized and carried away, 
and what temporal estate he had within reach 
of the parliamentary committee taken from him, 
he passed several years in great distress: imtil 
at length, his temporal estate being cleared 
from sequestration, " he was able to keep a good 
house, and relieve his poor brethren, aa himadi 
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had found relief from others' charity, so that 
his house was the sanctuary of sequestered men, 
turned out of their livings, and of several ejected 
fellows out of Oxford." 

During this period an incident occurred, which 
is much to our present purpose. In 1653 he 
removed to Lacies-Court in Abingdon, a pleasant 
seat in the fields, about five miles from Oxford. 
And there " he always made his good neighbours 
at Abingdon welcome, and was ready to assist 
them in their parish business, particularly in up- 
holding the Church of St. Nicholas, which other- 
wise would have been pulled down on pretence of 
uniting it to St. Ellens, but in truth to disable 
the sober party of the town, who were loyal peo- 
ple, from enjoying their wonted service and 
worship of God in their own parish church, of 
which they had a reverend and orthodox man, 
one Mr. Huish, their minister.^^ In the course 
of the contests which ensued between those, who 
endeavoured on each side to preserve the church 
and to pull it down, Mr. Huish durst not go on 
in his ministerial duties. But, to animate and 
encourage him. Dr. Heylyn, on being acquainted 
therewith, wrote him a letter, the following ex- 
tracts from which are subjoined, as meeting the 
objection to Daily Prayer on the ground of a 
scanty congregation. 
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'' Sir, 

" We are much beholden to you for your 
chearful condescendmg unto our desires, so far 
as to the Lord's days service, which, though it be 
opus did in die suOy yet we cannot think ourselves 
to be fully masters of our requests, till you 
have yielded to bestow your pains on the other 

days also I know it must needs be some 

discouragement to you, to read to walls, or to 
pray in publick with so thin a company as hardly 
will amount to a congregation. But withal I 
desire you to consider, that He who pro- 
mised to be in the midst of two or three when 
they meet together in his name, hath clearly 
shewed, that even the smallest congregation shall 
not want his presence; and why then should 
we think much to bestow our pains, where He 
vouchsafeth his presence, or think our labour ill 
bestowed, if some few only do partake of the 
present benefit ? And yet no doubt the benefit 
extends to more, than the parties present : for 
you know well, that the priest or minister is not 
only to pray toithy but /w, the people ; that he 
is not only to offer up the people's prayers to 
Almighty God, but to offer up his own prayers 
for them, the benefit whereof may charitably 
be presumed to extend to, as well as it was 
intended for, the absent also Wh^ xxva::^ "^^ 
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not conceive, that God will look on three or four 
of this little parish, as the representative of the 
whole, and for their sakes extend his grace and 
blessings upon all the rest; that he, who would 
have saved that sinful city of Sodom, had He found 
but ten righteous persons in it, may vouchsafe 
to bless a less sinful people upon the prayers of a 
like or less number of pious and religious persons ? 

Find we any where that the priest, who 

offered up the daily sacrifice, did ever inter- 
mit that office, by reason of the slackness and inde- 

votion of the people in repairing to it ? 

Having presented you with these considerations, 
I shall with greediness expect the sounding of the 
bell to-morrow morning: and in the mean time 
make my prayers to Almighty God, so to direct 
you in this business, as may be most for his glory, 
your own particular comfort, and the good of 
this people." 

The consequence of this letter was, that 
Mr. Huish "went on in his prayers, as for- 
merly: and this little church withstood all the 
batteries and fierce assaults of its enemies, who 
were never able to demolish it, or unite it to 
St. Ellens. So well," observes Heylyn's Biogra- 
pher, " had the Doctor managed the business for 
the publick good and benefit of the parish : for, 
as to his own particular, he might have spared 
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that pains and charge^ having in his house an 
oratory, or little chapel, which he built after 
his coming thither, where he had constant Prayers 
and Sacraments for his own family, and some 
particular neighbours, who had a desire to hear 
the service and receive the sacrament according 
to the Church of England. He was a strict 
keeper of Lent," adds my author, "save only 
Sundays, and an exact observer of the Holy-days. 
And, as he was a strict observer of all the Rites 
and Orders of our Church, so was he a perfect 
abhorrer of Popery and Bomish superstitions." 



3. Another testimony may be added to those 
already cited from the ejected ministers of the 
Church in the 17th century, as supplied by a 
treatise Of religious Assemblies and the Publich 
Service of God: a Discourse according to Apos- 
tolicall Rule and Practice. By Herbert Thorn- 
dike. (Cambridge, 1642.) The author, who was 
made Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, in 
1618, and afterwards became rector of Barley 
in Hertfordshire, is said by Dr. Twells, in his 
Life of Dr. Pocock, the great Orientalist, to have 
experienced the common fate of those clergy who 
adhered to the King and the Church in the Great 
Bebellion, and to have been deprived of all his 
preferments. After the Bestoration he wa& re.- 
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warded with a prebend of Westminster, and re- 
covered also his fellowship at Cambridge: and 
was one of the Episcopal Commissionera at the 
Savoy conference. Intimately acquidnted with 
Focock, he maintained frequent correspond^ice 
with him, and with Brian Walton, upon the sub- 
ject of the Polyglot, in which he had the honour 
of being engaged by the latter, who q)eaks of 
lus character as an erudite theologian with dis- 
tinction, and with thankfulness of the services 
rendered by him towards the completion of that 
gigantick work : and together with these, he has 
had the eminent pndse of being numbered with 
the excellent Hammond, and Taylor, and others, 
'^ as the most learned and best-beloved children 
of the Church of England." 

From the commencemencement of the 8th 
Chapter of his work Of religious Assemblies^ the 
following passsage is extracted : valuable especially 
as showing the contrast between our daily services 
and the former superstitious practices of the 
Bomish Church in respect of Daily Prayer; and 
as exemplifying the proper method of doing Grod 
honour, and counteracting the agency of our 
spiritual adversary; namely, not by abolishing 
what is good in Crod's service, but by reforming 
it and liberating it from abuses. 

^^ Daily Morning and Evening Service^" he says 
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in the heading of the Chapter, '^ is for the edi- 
fication of the Churdi.'' And then he thus pro- 
ceeds: ^'The next point, concerning in general 
the Order of Fublick Service, is the difference 
of times, and days, and hours, in respect of fre- 
quenting our assemblies for the purpose of it. 
And first, the Order of Daily Morning and Eve- 
ning Service, how much it concemeth the edifi- 
cation of the Church, that is, the training of it in 
the exercise of godliness. A point otherwise to 
be pleaded than the rest. For in other matters 
we have reason, or at least, the shadow of reason, 
to deal with. In this, it is not for Christians to 
allege, that it is not for the honour and glory of 
God to be served in publick, or that it is not for 
the benefit of his people to join together in ad- 
dressing their petitions, in procuring their daily 
wants at his hands. Nevertheless, as if these 
considerations were to give way to the occasions 
of the world, those, that deny them not to be 
valuable, are content to let them, and the Order 
of daily service groimded upon them, be uneffec- 
tual and to no purpose* This is not the place 
to dispute, how much the consideration of God's 
service is to out-weigh the world and the occasions 
of it. Only, because it may be said, ^ How many 
idle bellies are maintained in the Chiu'ch of Bome, 
to Pater over their mattens and evensongs^ ixv 
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a manner not regarded by themselves^ and a lan- 
guage not understood by the people :' let it be con- 
sidered, what greater advantage the devil could 
wish to make of this abuse among them, than, 
upon occasion of it, to bring the service of Grod 
into disuse among us ; or how he could have im- 
proved this scandal to more purpose for the 
hindering of goodness, than rooting out the sub- 
stance of God's service, rather than reforming the 
abuses of the manner of it." 



4. I subjoin a few words concerning the pre- 
cept *^ pray without ceasing," of which Dr. 
Barrow's interpretation has been given in the 
foregoing treatise : and on which the reader may 
be not displeased to see Bishop Taylor's conmient 
in his Ductor DvMtantium. ** To pray is good : 
to keep the continual sacrifice of morning and 
evening devotions is an excellent specification of 
the duty of ^ pray continually.' " And again, in his 
Discourse of the Divine Institution of the Office Mi- 
nisterialy " The Apostles, in a sense, nearest to the 
letter, did verify the precept of our Blessed Sa- 
viour, ^ Pray continually,' that is, in all the ofiSces, 
acts, parts, and ministeries of a daily Liiurgy.^^ 

And in his Holy Living he bears witness to the 
Church's " usual '^ 'practice of this evangelical pre- 
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cept, as we have, in Section IX., seen him specify 
the Church's order concerning it. For, being 
engaged in supplying a course of "devotion of 
ordinary days, for the right employment of those 
portions of time, which every day must allow for 
religion;" and herein having recommended certain 
forms of private prayer for "the morning:" he 
then introduces this pertinent remark: "Between 
this and noon, usually, are said the publick 
prayers appointed by authority; to which all the 
clergy are obliged, and other devout persons, that 
have leisure, to accompany them." The Law of 
the Church, and its obligation upon Churchmen, 
continue now as they then were : the practice, then 
*^ usual," it has been a principal object of the fore- 
going Treatise to exemplify. Bishop Taylor's 
observation falls in opportunely with the conclu- 
sion of that exemplification. And I have peculiar 
gratification in bringing this collection of autho- 
rities to a final close with an expression of the 
sentiments of my great and most illustrious pre- 
decessor: whose works, however they may occa- 
sionally betray marks of human imperfection, 
have been ever most highly and most justly 
prized as a rich store-house of Church of Eng- 
land Theology, based upon the principles of 
Apostolical Order and Evangelical Truth: and 
which are most deserving of the attentive study 



266 POSTSCKIPT. 

of those humble Christians, who desire to cherish 
and to profess, to minister and to teach, "the Doc- 
trine and Sacraments, and the Discipline of Christ," 
not according to any modem form of Puritanism, 
however cunningly devised and speciously deno- 
minated, but " as the Lord hath commanded, and 
as this Church and Eealm hath received the same, 
according to the Commandments of God.** 

And now, kind Reader, farewell! Shouldst 
thou have been prompted to serious thoughts, and 
find comfort and assurance, in perusing what is 
here written, think upon the writer of this little 
book in thy addresses to the throne of the 
heavenly grace ! And, if one individual be under 
God's blessing thereby brought to a livelier sense, 
and a more diligent performance, of the duty of 
Daily Prayer; still more, if one congregation 
be brought to frequent day by day in holy worship 
the courts of the Lord's house ; how much more, 
if the like spirit of supplication, praise, thanks- 
giving, and child-like docility be thus extended 
to other assemblies of our Christian Brotherhood ; 
acknowledge the goodness of our Heavenly Father 
thus poured down upon us by ** the healthful 
Spirit of his grace :" and 

TO GOD 

Be Gloet in his Chuech 

Through CHRIST JESUS oue LORD, 

Lent, 1846. 
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I. 

The Reader of the foregoing pages will haye been ap- 
prized^ that the Treatise^ contained in them^ originated in 
a desire, to give by consecration the proper character 
of a Church to a building, now used for divine worship 
by episcopal licence ; and so to invest it with other 
privileges, both spiritual and secular, and especially 
to provide an endowment, whereby might be secured 
therein the perpetual celebration of daily Prayer, ac- 
cording to the use of our Anglo-Hibernian Church, once 
at least every day. To those, whose good-will has been 
already aroused in favour of this praiseworthy object, 
additional information may be acceptable j and it may 
by the divine blessing be rendered effective towards the 
completion of the good work, which its pious and bene- 
volent institutors have begun, and thus far successfully 
carried on. The following particulars are therefore 
submitted to attention. 

I. Address and Cojmubspondbnci on the subject of the 
Magdalene Asylum Chapel, Belfast. — Endoufment 
JFV«nd— £1250. 
In presenting the claims of the Magdalene Asylum Chapel 
to those Christian friends from whom I hope (with the Divine 
permission) to derive aid for the object above mentioned, I beg to 
draw particular attention to the subjoined correspondence, which 
serves to explain fully both the design which I have in view, and 
the warm approval which the pursuit of it receives from my 
revered Diocesan. 
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In addition to the information and encouragement thus given, 
I take leave to make a few further observations : — . 

1st, That as there is connected with the Chapel in question 
an Asylum for the reception of Female Penitents, the perpetual 
observance of Daily Prayer, if secured by means of an Ekidow- 
ment, will prove a most suitable blessing to any who may ever be 
inmates of such a retreat 

2nd, That the funds, thus secured for the better maintenance of 
Divine Service, will enable us, at some future period, to devote to 
the support of the Asylum many of the Sunday offerings now 
required for the necessary expenses of the Chapel. 

3rd, That no portion of the money now about to be raised, can 
ever personally benefit the present Incumbent, since it is his 
intention to devote the interest of the Endowment, during his 
incumbency, to the maintenance of an Assistant. 

4th, That no contributor need apprehend the wasteful eiqpen- 
diture of his subscription, in the carrying out of those efforts which 
must be made in order to procure the Endowment required; 
since it is my intention not to permit any expenses connected 
with the matter to exceed my own subscription. 

May Qod in His mercy vouchsafe me, in this undertaking, the 
Christian sympathy, support, and prayers of all his people, and 
grant me only such success as may conduce to the benefit of His 
Church, and the honour of His most glorious Name. Amen. 

John S. B. Monsbll, 
Incumbent of the Magdalene Asylum Chapel, and Chaplain to the 
Lord Bishop o/Doum and Connor, and Dromore, 



My Lord, — Your Lordship is aware, that the Magdalene Asy- 
lum Chapel (in which I officiate), situate in the Parish of Belfast, 
and in your Lordship*s Diocese of Connor, and capable of con- 
taining a congregation of 700 persons, is without endowment, and 
therefore wants the blessing of consecration, and all its consequent 
spiritual and temporal advantages. Among these advantages, I 
may name 

1. The power of having our children Baptised in what will then 

be our Church. 

2. The power of having Marriages, under certain limitations, 

ceiebnkted there. 
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3. The right to claim, from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
> those expenses necessary for the celebration of Divine 
Service, which we now defray ourselves. 

It is my desire, while life and strength are spared, to endeavour 
to procure for this House of God these privileges, which every 
one of our Churches ought to possess ; and for this purpose, I 
design (with your Lordship's permission), to seek the aid of good 
Christian people, both in this country and in England, toward 
the formation of an Endowment Fund, which the law requires to 
be at least i:1250. 

If it should please God to permit me to raise this sum of money, 
it is my humble but earnest desire, that your Lordship should 
endeavour so to vest it, that it may be made instrumental, (if 
possible, and if such proposal meet your Lordship*s approval,) 
toward the securing of one Daily Service in the Magdalene 
Asylum Chapel for ever. I am the more desirous of this, inas- 
much as the town is extending so rapidly in this direction, that 
the Chapel will be in a few years surrounded by private resi- 
dences of many of the most respectable inhabitants ; and having, 
since the 1st of last January, made experiment of a daily service 
at 8o*clock, A.M., I have found the attendance to be so good, as to 
encourage the hope, that as years advance, and the population 
increases, many more may be found, proving by their use of it, 
their value for the blessing of Daily Public Prayer. 

In order to prevent any interruption in such service during my 
Incumbency, as also to meet the pressing spiritual wants of a 
rapidly increasing flock, I purpose, God willing, to keep an As. 
sistant from the time the Endowment is completed. This is an 
advantage, which the narrow income derived from the Chapel as 
it is, would not permit us to enjoy. I now humbly crave your 
Lordship's permission to go forth upon my work ; and with that 
permission, I trust I may hope to receive such an expression of 
your approval of my design, as may reconmiend me to all Chris- 
tian men, and such a measure of your Episcopal benediction, as 
may commend me and my undertaking, specially to the care and 
guidance of Almighty God our Heavenly Father. 

I have the honour, my Lord, to be, with the deepest respect, 
Your Lordship*s faithful son and servant, 

John S. B. Monsbll. 
To the Right Rev, The Lord Bishop of 

Down and Connor^ and Dronwre, 
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ThePalmee, memr Beifmt^ OEteforSl, ISia. 

Mr mum Mb. Mo?(8sll, — I hsTe to admowiedge the receipt 
of jonr letter of the 27th mst., vhidi I fctnm with a Toy few 
lemarka, thinkfng it maj be eoorenient for joa to ponnw bodi on 
the flame paper. 

Too aie ahead j aware of m j i4>prol)atioD of tout ptnrpose, and 
of my deaiie to forward iL For its aerompHrinnent, the asaign- 
ment of a district will be required, under the Chapel-of-Eaae Act 
This maj be done by the Bish<^, with the consent of the Ineom- 
bent of the Parish. Too have, as I nnderstand, secoied the con- 
eorrenee of the latter; and I shall be ready to act at the proper 
time, if it please God that I be so long in a opacity for d<Hng so. 

As to yonr keeping an Assistant for the discharge of the duties 
of the core, that may be left for fntore ccmsideration, and be 
settled in snch way as circomstances shall seem to require. 
Meanwhile, I gladly assent to yonr general proposal, embracing 
as it does yonr application to kind Christian friends for assistance 
in effecting that which is the object of yonr solicitude, and 
wherein my sentiments agree with yours — the offering, namely, 
of Daily Prayer in God*s House, whenever attainable. 

I have only to add, — Go, and the Lord be with yon ! May His 
blessing prosper your efforts to His glory, and the good of His 
Church, and therein to your own welfisire, both now and ever ! 
Always yours, with esteem and affection, 

Rd. Down and Connor, and Dromore. 



Verses commendatory op Daily Prayer. 

Dependent for our daily food, 

And for our nightly rest.; 
For all we seek of great and good. 

All that can make us blest : 
Dependent, gracious God, on Thee, 

And on thy daily care ; 
Shall we for all ungrateful be, 

And grudge Thee Daily Prayer ? 

Thy daily light Thou dost not hide, 

Nor nightly dews withhold; 
Daily thy hand \b opexi mde^ 

Pouring out gifts untoV^ x 
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Thy daily Providenoe protects, 

Thy daily Love doth spare : 
And cold the creature that ne^ects 

To give Thee Daily Prayer. 

The flow'rs are open every mom, 

To let their fragrance rise, 
With thousand songs, from brake and thorn, 

Up -gushing to the skies : 
The flocks and herds with bleating voice, 

And lowing note declare. 
The Hand which makes them all rejoice ; 

It is their Daily Prayer. 

And open are the busy haunts. 

Where thousands daily throng ; 
Open, the scenes where pleasure flaunts. 

To sound of festal song ; 
And shall God's House alone be closed, 

And none to it repair ? 
Who, nightly 'neath His wings reposed. 

They owe Him Daily Prayer ! 

Lord, open every heart and door. 

Wake love and holy zeal ! 
Let crowds into thy Churches pour ! 

Crowds round thine altars kneel ! 
And daily as thy grace is given, 

And we receive our share ; 
Let Christians to their Christ in heaven, 

Render back Daily Prayer. 

J. S. B. M. 

DivLVB Servicbs in Maodalenb Asylum Episcopal Chapsl. 

Sundays: Morning, at lU o'clock; Afternoon, at 3 o'clock; 

Evening, at 7 o'clock. Week-days: Every morning, at 8 

o'clock*; Friday Evenings, at 8 o'clock. Holy^days: Morning 

at 8 o'clock *; Evening at 8 o'clock. 

The Holy Communion : The Second Sunday in each Month, at 
8, A.M. — The Last Sunday in each Month, at Noon. — On all 
Festivals, at 8 o'clock, a.m., and Noon. 



* Sermons will be preached (Ood wUUng> ou «a\ YtviVai^ «a&!^^&<(£c9.^Ki 
Evenings. 
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Extrmei Jrtm the Prrface to the Book of Ckmmm Praijfer^ 
<' And the Curate that ministereth in any Parish Chorch or 
Chapel, being at home*, and not otherwise reasonably hindered, 
shall say the same (viz. DaOy Prayer) in the Parish Church or 
Chapel where he ministereth, and shall cause a bell to be tolled 
thereunto a convenient time before he begin, thai the people may 
come to hear God*s Word, and to pray with him." 



Let it be remembered that upwardt oj 100 Church Families live 
within Ten Minutes' walk of this Chapel; — thai on ordinary 
oeeationt not More than half an hour is occupied by the Morning 
Prayer :—and that the hourqfS o*eloek it ehoten, that thereby no 
public busmen may be interfered with. 



Lettxb from thb Bbv. John S. B. Monssll to his Diocs&an. 

Belfasty Jan. 9th, 1846. 

Mt Lord, — This day two mooths your Lordship made the first 
movement towards the endowment of the Magdalene Asylum 
Chapel, for the purpose of securing to it the bleasing of consecra- 
tion, and of perpetuating within its then sacred walla the offering 
of Daily Prayer. 

On that occasiim your Lordship having preached a sermon 
setting forth the duty and blessing of such holy observance^ the 
congregation of that chapel, for which your Lordship pleaded, 
and in which you preached, reqwnded to your appeal by offering 
to Grod for the honour of his name the sum of £260, 

It will, I am sure, give your Lordship sincere pleasure to learn 
that, under the Divine blessing, that sum is now increased to 
upwards of j£700. 

Next to the pleasure derivable from this fact, is that which 
arises from finding, in the record of those who have contributed, 
the names of some of the best and noblest of our day. I have 
the honour to remain your Lordship's faithful son and servant, 

J. S. B. Monssll. 



* If the bell be not heard to toll at 7k o'clock each morning, it may be 
concluded that absence from home, or some other reasonable hindrance, 
interferes with Morning Prayer. 
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OffMngs to God, for the Endowment of The Magdalbne 
Asylum Chapel^ Belfast. 



£. i d. 

The Queen Dowager . . 20 

The Primate of Ireland 20 

The Lord Bishop of Down &c 20 

The Marquis of Hertford 20 

The Earl of Dunraven 20 
The Hon. and Very Rev. the 

Dean of Leighlih . 20 

The Rev, Alex. Orr . . 20 

The Viscount Adare, MP. 10 
Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, 

MP .. 10 

Captain Gladstone, M.P. 10 

A. B.Hope, MP. .. 10 

Anonymous, by A. B. Hope 10 

Lady Johnson Walsh . . 10 

Rev. H.H.Norris, Hackney 10 

Rev. Wm. Sewell, Oxford 10 

O.F.Mathison. Royal Mint 10 

George Tomb, Q C. .. 10 

R. E. Ward, Bangor Castle 10 

Wm Monsell, Tervoe . . 10 

Mrs Sheppard, Amport SO 

Miss Atherton, Kersel Cell. 10 

Anonymous, by C. Ellis 10 

The Archdeacon of Down ff 

The Dean of Connor .. ft 
The Vicar General of Down 

and Connor .. ft 

The Vicar of Belfast .. ft 
Rev. Dr. Wordsworth, late 

Master of Trinity Coll. 

Cambridge .. .. ft 
Rev. Dr. C. Wordsworth, West- 
minster .. 2 2 
Rev. Prof. Corrie, Cambridge ft 
Rev. W. Cookson Do 5 
Rev. F. Martin Do. 2 2 
W, Thompson, St. Peter's, 

Cambridge .. ..220 

Rev. E. Hawkins, London 2 2 
Rev. Osborne Reynolds . . 110 

Rev. Dr. Hawtrey,Eton .. ft 

Rev. E. Coleridge, Do. .. ft 

Rev. W.Carter Do. .. ft 

B. Q. 



£. t. d. 



Rev. F. Dumford, Eton . . 2 2 
Rev. J. WUder Do. .. 2 2 
Offertory of Exeter Collie, 

Oxford .. .. ft 

Rev. C. Marriott Do. ft 

Rev. S. Rigaud Do. 2 

Rev. J. Fanshawe Do. 1 
Rev. J. Ley Do. 1 

Provost of Queen's C0II.D0. 1 
Rev. Wm. Stoddart Do. 1 
Rev. Richd. Greswell Do. 2 
Rev F.KnoUis Do. 1 

Rev Dr. Bardsnell Do. 2 2 
Rev. Dr. Bliss .. Do. 2 2 
Rev. H. L. St. George ..10 
Rev. R. F. J. Blake, Comber 1 
Rev. Wm.Nicholl8, Clifton 1 
Mr. Allen Do. 1 

Rev. J. Sandford,Dunchurch2 2 
Rev. H. Bellairs . . 2 

Edward Spooner .. 10 

Rev. J. L. Galton and Collect- 
ed byhim in Leamington? 
The Dowager Lady Bruce 2 
The Misses Bruce . . 1 
The Misses Bruce, Leaming- 
ton .. 3 
Collected by the Miaws Bruce 3 
MissM'Gowan 1 
The Misses Chester 1 
Sir A . Bdmonstone, Bart. 3 
Lady Caroline Somers Cocks 1 



MissHook .. 1 

Rev. F. W. Mant, Armey 1 

Rev. W. Dickson . . 1 

Mrs. D'AguUar . . ft 

Conyngham Ellis, Dublin ft 

Mr. & Lady Helena Trench ft 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffry Lefroy ft 

Dr. Tait, Rugby . . 2 

Miss Rippingham . . 1 

Bolton Waller .. 5 

Mrs. Dunbar . . 2 

Rev. J. C. Flood . . 1 
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O. Hardy, London .. ft 

T FortaBpiw, }U?easdAle 2 
T R BUmiiLi 1 

T hi? M isses M' Cormiclt , Holy- 
wood 1 
OeorgoLun^try, BaUsAt .. 2 10 
IwacTboinpsoti 1 
JabnTeiDplel^niy.Stttrra 1 
Saml. Fletcher, MaocheBter 1 
Rey.P.Moora .. ..10 
Rev. John Jebb, Peterstow I 1 
Rev. T. Bowdler .. ft 
Hon. & Rey C. Harris . . ft 
Rey. Charles Monaell .. ft 
The Warden of St. Colomba ft 
A Friend .. .. ft 
MiasM'Ilroy 2 
Miss Sweeney .. .. 10 
Thfa CauntcsH Anncil&y 3 
Hoary Kcmblfi, M P. b; Gap- 
tain liaakB ft 
TheEarLofClanwilUam ft 
The y«ry I£«\r. the Deaa of 

Woroofiter 5 

Rev. Horatio MaUQ^dlj I>nim- 

boe .... 1 

TheVeryRer. Dean of Deny 1 
Mrs. Oough . . . . 10 
Mrs. Mant, Down and Connor 

House .. 3 

Lord John Manners, M.P., 2 
J. C. Sharpe, London . . ft 
John Paynter, Blaokheath ft ft 
Mrs. Combe .. .. 10 
Captain Bruot, R.N. .. 10 
Mrs. Phillott, Ramoan Reo* 

tory 10 

* Rev. J. S. B. MonseU 40 
Mrs. Mason 2 

James Woolfenden 2 

Mrs. Aughton . . 2 10 

John King . . . . 2 10 

H. C. Clarke . . . . 3 
Mrs. Gauasen . . 3 

Captain Heyland .. 10 

Mrs. Hamilton .. 10 

Captain Boyd .. 2 

Mrs.M'Conoky .. 2 

JobnSoott .. .. 2 
H^m. Andrews .. 2 

Oeorge Maasj . . 2 



d. 




£. #. d. 





Mrs.M'eowaa 


3 12 





Jane Ewart 


12 





John Patterson 


2 





Wm. H.MilUgBD 


2 




Joseph Braddel 


1 





Mrs.Daigan 


ft 1 6 





Jane Charlefl 


^200 





Saml. Sn^th 


2 10 





Valentine Smith 


2 10 





MaryAjmeM-Clary .. 


3 





Fer^uaMaa^ 


2 





The SItsseB Ewart 


2 13 9 





wmJAUiEwart 


10 





liicihar^ I«vfl» 


2 





TbonaaGaasaea 


ft 





Bdmond Getty 


1 





Captain Banks 


4 





Wm.Tidd 


2 





Jane l^enoer 


2 







2 




James Dillon 


2 





James Surplus 


2 





MissFox 


2 




Robert M'Comb 


1 





M.Kenaedy 


2 




GeorgeDundaB 


4 





Emma Harford 


2 ft 







2 





John Campbell 


2 




** looognita** 


1 1 





lirs.Glenfield 


2 





Mrai Moore 


ft 





George Halliday 


ft 





Mr.M«Kensie 


1 





John Bottom&ey, Jun. .. 


2 





MissReford 


2 




Mrs. Gamer 


2 





Charles Laverj 


10 





J- dc D. Connor 


I e 





Wm.Bottomley 


2 





Mr8.Morris 


2 





A.Doiv .. .. 


2 





Mrs.Bottoml^ 


2 





Robert Stewart 


2 





Joseph G.Hind 


2 





MissPrioa 


2 





\\m, EmmcTBon 


2 





A J CimtUD 


2 





M1»lV)tUrtnl^/ 


2 





EEiikiel M^Conniok .. 


2 





HiiUi\k»iIL ?<Miuftk 


ft 



\ Ofieac\n%'&itQm^«DmTc&aQax^ ^ ^^ 



.iT ^f »•«« wblch follow, • 
the Cbfpel. 



t iboM of rtke C\t»iJXMa»»»^ « 
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The above Offerings have been made for the purpose of endea* 
voorhig to secure to this Chapel, the blessing of Consecration, 
and the perpetual observance within its walls of Daily Public 
Prayer. 

j^500 are, however, still required for the completion of these 
desirable objects. 

May I not hope that any kind Christian friends, into whose 
hands this paper may fall, will (according to their love for our 
Holy Religion, and in proportion to the means with which GU>d 
has blessed them,) aid this humble effbrt to maintain the sound 
principles and practice of our bdoved Church, from generation 
to generation. Their servant, for Jesus' sake, 

John S. B. Monsbll. 



II. 



In the foregoing pages mention has been also made 
of an intention to commence " Daily Prayer" iu a 
parish church of this diocese. Besides other means 
taken by the incumbent, the Archdeacon of Down and 
Rector of Hillsborough, for acquainting his parishioners 
with his purpose, and recommending it to their co- 
operation, a card was circulated amongst them ; and, 
by his compliance with my wish, the contents are here 
laid before the reader, in the hope that it may be of 
use in forwarding the efforts of other clergymen, who 
may be desirous of promoting the like object, and may 
be glad to be assisted by an example in attempting it. 



TL^ 
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THE DAILY SEBVICE OF GOD'S CHUHCH, 

Whkn in the desert fortj yean the tribes of God abod^ 
And o*cr their camp EUs glorious cload th* Alimgfatj*s pr 

shewed ; 

Each mom and ere from Aaron's hands bdidd the incense rise* ; 
Each mom and ere His people brought the appointed sacrifice.* 

Such was their senrice, when at length the promised Rest they 

gained*, 
In Shiloh while the cnrtained Tent the Arii of GUxl contained « ; 
Each room and eve the Lamb was slain. Type of the Lamb 

Divine ; 
E^h mom and eve the Type of Prayer burned in the Holy 

Shrine. 

Such, when the house, by David plann'd, was built by David's 

Son, 
And in the Temple's Holiest pbice Jbhovah's glory shone' : 
Each mom and eve the Priests in course were wont their part to 

bear*; 
Each mom and eve the people came for daily Praise and Prayer. 

Here Simeon, waiting for the Lord, devoutly would resort 7, 
And aged Anna day nor night forsook that holy Court* : 
And here their longing eyes beheld Salvation's dawning ray. 
The ^^ Glory of His Israel's race^ the Gentiles' opemng day*." 

What though, when Christ had died and risen, no lamb need 

suffer there, 
Still John and Peter sought its Gates, at wonted '^ hour oi 

prayer 10;" 
Still in those courts ''with one accord thefuthful daily stayed i^," 
And daily '' broke from house to house the consecrated bread i^" 

So, when at length His Church had passed her persecution-fires. 
When Queens her nursing-mothers were, and Kings her nurs- 
ing sires >* ; 
Where'er for worship of her Lord the stately shrine was raised, 
There, mom and eve, ^ the prayer was made, and daily was He 
praised'*," 



>Ez. zxix 38,9. * 2 Chron. viil 14. i*Aet8iii.]. 

* Ex. XXX. 7, 8. 7 St. Luke a 89. " Acts il. 46. St. Luke sdv. 5S. 

'JoBb.xviU.l. I Sam. i. 3. ^^ lLCtoNi.4&. 

^ 2 Bam. rU. 2. " lb. 36, 37. ^* VWi.iMaL.SR, 

^ i KJngM viiL 10, * lb. »-aa. ^* «%.VDSi.\*. 
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So, when our Island Church was cleansed from Superstition's 

stain, 
And offered, as in earliest times, unsullied rites again : 
She failed not to instruct her sons to " praise Him day by day^," 
Each morn and eve to hear His Word, each morn and eve to 

pray 2. 

What though neglect and worldly cares have chilled devotion^s 

flame. 
His daily mercies and our wants a daily homage claim ^ ; 
Still day by day the praise is due to Him who guards our bed, 
Still day by day we need the prayer that asks ^' our daily bread.'* 

How good in God's own house each day our errors to confess ; 
Each day to hear His Word of peace, of truth, of righteousness ; 
Each day in common Psalms and Hynms our grateful part to 

bear; 
And for our own and others' wants to join in Common Prayer! 

And so our Zion's holiest sons have loved to seek the Shrine, 

When summoned by the daily bell to offices divine* ; 

Have joyed to feel their praise and prayer like morning incense 

rise, 
Their lifting up of holy hands like evening sacrifice^ ! 

W. B. M. 



MoRNiNO Pratbrs will be said in Hillsborough Church, every 
Week-day, at half-past 8 during the Winter months, and at 8 
during the rest of the year, in accordance with the directions 
of the Book of Conmion Prayer. 



! Extract from the " Preface," ^^conoemAng the Service of the 
Church,'' 

^^ All Priests and Deacons are to say daily the Morning and 
Evening Prayer either privately or openly, not being let by sick- 
ness, or some other urgent cause. 

" And the Curate that ministereth in every Parish Church or 
Chapel, being at home, and not being otherwise reasonably hin- 
dered, shall say the same in the Paruih Church or Chapel where 
he ministereth, and shall cause a bell to be tolled thereunto a 
convenient time before he begin, that the people may come to 
hear God's Word, and to pray with him." 



' Te Deum. ^ Lament. V&. %SL >^ 

* Preface to C. P. B. * Pa. qxU. St. B.cs^. n^w/^, '»^- 
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Egiraetfrcm Bishop Jkrxmt Tatlob'S Advice io hit Clerm^ 
1661. 



*^ Every miniflter m obliged pablidj or prirmtely to read tlie 
Common Pnyen ewery day in the week ; and in great towns and 
popnloos places eonrenientlj inhabited it most be read in 
Churches^ that the daily sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiying 
may nerer eease.'' 

Eirtraeti from a Charge ^thepre$eni Bishop af Down and 
ComwTy 1842. 

'^ To reyive these senriees were an honour and a blessing to 
the Chozch, to her Clergy and People, and eenerally to the king- 
dom at laige, by fostering the true spirit ca Christian godliness 
and devotion. * * * The sole, at least the principal impedi- 
ment to the rerival of the practice, should seem to be the diffi- 
culty of collecting a congKgation. * * * In part it may be 
supplied by such persons under a Clergyman's cure and charge, 
as a pious disposition under God*s good Spirit, may prompt, and 
convenience of dwelling may enable, and the monitions and 
exhortations, both public and private, of a diligent minister may 
instruct and encourage to assemble and meet together in their 
Saviour's name and for his service." 

If I have hitherto omitted, which I much regret, this part of 
my public duty, so enforced upon me, I trust and pray God, that, 
having determined with God's grace to fulfil it for the future, I 
shall find a considerable number of my people willing to '^ come 
to hear God's word, and to pray with" me. 

There are in the town of Hillsborough alone more than 150 
families belonging to the Church ; and although many persons 
may be prevented by daily labour from coming to Church, yet 
there are also many who should be able to devote half an hour 
in ihe Morning for such a purpose, and many also, who, if not 
daily, yet very often, might come to Morning Prayers. 

Waltir B. Mant. 
January Ist^ 1846. 



THE END. 
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